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GREETING. 


ITH the close of Volume XXIX we 
wish all our readers a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 

Year. 

_The year drawing toa close has been 
one of great prosperity for the AMERICAN 
DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL REc- 
ORD, this journal being one of the few 
that have withstood successfully the pre- 
vailing business depression, and its value 
as an advertising medium has steadily 
increased, showing a steady, constant 
and, of late, rapid growth. 

Tn respect to its editorial contents the 
AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEU- 
TICAL RECORD occupies a unique position 
among drug journals, as it prints during 
the course of the year more original mat- 
ter than any of its weekly or monthly 
contemporaries. Our readers will bear 
testimony to the fact that in addition to 
the distinction of printing the largest 
amount of paid contributed matter, this 
journal is the leader in the news field, 
and its reports of association meetings 
are always full and complete, the aim of 
the editors being to give the latest and 
best pharmaceutical intelligence in a 
concise and practical form, while the 
news is fresh. 

Much of the credit for our pre-eminent 
position as the leading pharmaceutical 
journal of the country is due to the char- 
acter of the writers and special contrib- 
utors who have enriched our columns 
by their work. 

During the past year the amount of 
reading matter has been largely increased, 
and original papers by the leading men 
in American pharmacy in the several 
fields of science, education and trade 
have appeared, Among the better known 
contributors we may mention the follow- 
ing names, omitting titles: CHARLES 





RIcE, JoHN Urt Lioyp, Josep P. Rem- 
INGTON, VIRGIL COBLENTZ, OSCAR OLD- 
BERG, CHARLES CASPARI, Jr., GEORGE F, 
PAYNE, CHARLES T. P. FENNEL, FRED- 
ERICK A. CASTLE, EpGar L. Patou, 
LYMAN F. KEBLER, D.M.R CULBRETH, 
LovuIs EMANUEL, Epwarp L. MILHAU, 
Gero. M. Beringer, J. H. BEAL, WILBUR 
L. ScovILLe, C. S. N. HALLBERG, FRED 
J. WuLuine, A. B. STEVENS, W. M.. 
SEARBY, and many others. 

In closing the volume on the threshold 
of a new year we have the pleasure of 
announcing that many improvements 
and new features of interest will be 
added during 1897, and no effort will be 
spared to increase its value as a loyal 
exponent of the best interests of phar- 


macy. 
——_-9—_—_— 


PREPARATIONS OF ROSE. 


N another part of this issue will be 
found a paper on the official ‘‘ Prepa- 
rations of Rose,’’ communicated to 

the Kings County Pharmaceutical Soci- 
ety by the author, WILLIAM C. ALPERS, 
The author’s experience with the rose 
waters of the market has been disap- 
pointing. He has found that no two 
samples of rose water agree in their 
strength of rose odor, while specimens 
prepared by the official process of dilut- 
ing stronger rose water with distilled 
water, as well as the distilled rose waters 
imported from abroad, are prone to de- 
velop fungus growths. He makes the 
interesting observation that such waters 
during the growth of micro-organisms 
develop a more intense odor of rose, 
which, however, proves transient and is 
speedily dissipated. Samples of water 
made by the improved process recom- 
mended by him were handed around in 
the meeting, and certainly showed some: 
superiority over waters made in the or-. 
dinary way. 

The author demonstrates that an im- 
provement can be effected in the U. S. P. 
process of preparing the fluid extract of 
rose. The ethereal principles of rose are. 
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‘very delicate and volatile, as he observes, 
and it would seem to be a step in the 
‘direction of improvement to abandon the 
use of heat in preparing this extract. All 
of the active principles necessary to a 
fluid extzact of rose can undoubtedly be 
obtained as well by repercolation as by 
the method now in use, and with better 
results so far as retaining the delicate 
rose fragrance is concerned. 

Mr. ALPERS thinks, however, that a 
fluid extract of rose is not needed in the 
Pharmacopeeia, and should be dropped. 
The preparations of rose have a place in 
the Pharmacopeeia solely on account of 
their pleasing fragrance and not because 
of any specific therapeutic value inci- 
dent to the slight astringency of the pet- 
als. Such at least is his conclusion, a 
conclusion reached from recent experi- 
ments, which have apparently convinced 
him that the tannic acid to which the 
astringency of rose petals is due is re- 
moved on filtering the fiuid extract. He 
therefore advozates the use of the oil 
itself as a basis for all preparations of 
rose, as representing the real principle 
sought for in prescribing these prepara- 
tions. 

Many objections can be raised to the 
changes proposed by Mr. ALPERS. There 
is a disposition almost too prevalent 
among many bright pharmacists to usurp 
the functions of the physician, and it is 
here that fault may be found with the 
suggestion put forward by the author of 
the present paper. We hold that it 
should be left to the physician to judge 
of the therapeutic value of any given 
m2dicine, and while the pharmacist may 
talk intelligently of the presence of cer- 
tain principles in some drug or compound 
under discussion, the final verdict as to 
whether the article shall be used in medi- 
cine must come from the medical profes- 
sion. 

No proof worthy of acceptance has yet 
b2en brought forward to show that the 
feebly astringent and pleasingly fragrant 
properties of rose petals cannot be ob- 
tained in a properly made fluid extract, 
and when Mr. ALPERS proposes to re- 
place them with the oil in the two prepa- 
rations of honey and syrup of rose, he 
takes a step which is certain to meet 
with the disapprobation of medical men. 
His recommendation to make the oil the 
basis of all preparations of rose is, we 
suppose, the logical outcome of the ex- 
tremes to which many pharmacists have 
gone in recent efforts to produce novel 
examples of “‘ elegant pharmacy.” 

Given a specially fine quality of rose oil 
it might be possible to produ e a syrup 
of rose which would be irreproachable so 
far as regards fragrance of odor, but 
there are rose oils and rose oils, and 
even with the best of attars, when added 
to a thick syrup there is always a sug- 
gestion of the toilette, and one is some- 
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how reminded of hair oil and similar 
mixtures. 

The improvements suggested in the 
preparation of rose water and fluid ex- 
tract of rose are real improvements, in 
our opinion, but we do not think that the 
practical pharmacist will be disposed to 
view with favor his proposition to dis- 
card absolutely the use of the petals for 
the oil. 





PERNICIOUS ACTIVITY. 
OLITICAL mugwumpery has coined 
P a phrase to describe an offensive 
degree of partisan activity on the 
part of office holders which we may bor- 
row and ‘apply to the kind of activ- 
ity sometimes displayed by officers of 
boards of pharmacy in whom zeal out- 
runs discretion. This activity mostly 
takes the form of manifestoes and inter 
views in the daily press, the active official 
making statements which furnish a pre 
text for the use by the newspaper of dis- 
play headlines of the most startling 
character. 

Unfortunately the innocent suffer as 
much or more than the guilty from this 
kind of newspaper agitation, particularly 
if the paper which is the medium of 
publicity adheres to the prevailing tend- 
ency toward sensationalism. 

In this issue we publish a communica- 
tion from Secretary Dawson of the New 
York State Board of Pharmacy in which 
he rehearses the condition of affairs in 
this State, points out that the law is being 
violated, and gives warning that vio- 
lators are being prosecuted and will be 
still more actively prosecuted. He does 
this frankly and openly, but he does it 
in the pharmaceutical press, where the 
notices will reach the offenders, and not 
in the newspaper press, where such a 
communication would possibly be made 
the basis for a sensational article tending 
to destroy the confidence of the public in 
druggists in general, thus doing much 
more harm than good. 

An example of what may be expected 
from newspaper treatment of just such 
a statement as that made by Secretary 
Dawson is furnished in the Jersey City 
Evening Journal for December 11, where 
an interview appears with H. J. Lou- 
MANN, a new member of the New Jersey 
Board of Pharmacy, under the following 
startling headlines: 


THE SICK IN DANGER. 


Disease Has Powerful Allies in the 
Drug Stores. 


INCOMPETENT CLERKS, 


State Board of Pharmacy Hints at 
Terrible Things—A Patient Saved 
From Poison Put Up by Mistake— 
Unlicensed Clerks and Their Em- 
ployers to Be Prosecuted. 


The pharmacists of Jersey City are 
naturally much incensed at the asper- 





sions cast upon the entire trade in this 
article, and are inclined to hold Mr. Lou- 
MANN responsible for the deplorable con- 
dition of distrust which the publication 
of such a scare head would tend to pro- 
duce. It is true, as may be seen by read- 
ing the entire article on another page, that 
the statements made by Mr. LoHMANN 
do not justify the extravagant expres- 
sions used by the headline artist of the 
newspaper, but the danger of distortion 
is one which must always be guarded 
against by a public official in intercourse 
with sensational newspapers, and Mr. 
LOHMANN has certainly shown lack of 
judgment in placing himself in a posi- 
tion so antagonistic to the best interests 
of his own calling. Let him take a leaf 
out of Mr. Dawson’s book and profit 
thereby, so that his activity, praiseworthy 
in itself, shall not be perverted by a sen- 
sational news-monger into pernicious 
activity. 

Had Mr. LOHMANN'’s remarks and 
warnings been published in the pharma- 
ceutical press they would have been of 
real service to the board and to pharmacy, 
for honest criticism is desirable and im- 
proving. Published as they were the 
evil done far outweighs any possible 
good which might result. 


ee 


THE SLOT TELEPHONE. 


UR Chicago friends in the Retail 
Druggists’ League seem much in 
earnest in their opposition to the 

introduction of the slot telephone, and in 
our news columns we give considerable 
space toa report of their action. From 
some of our Chicago readers come in- 
quiries as to the financial status of the 
members and officersof the League in 
case that body should become irvolved in 
litigation. This is a question which were 
better answered by an attorney familiar 
with the law and the practice of Illinois 
courts, and we would advise our readers 
t» consult their local attorneys rather 
thah act on any advice which we might 
be able to offer. 

It is rather difficult to understand from 
this distance, and with our present 
knowledge, why the League is so much 
concerned at the proposal to introduce 
slot machines. The interests of the 
larger retailers would no doubt be better 
served under the present system than 
under a system of slot machines, but it 
is not only the proprietors of the larger 
stores who compose the League. The 
smaller stores certainly have much to 
gain by the introduction of slot machines, 
provided, of course, they are introduced 
into all drug stores practically simul- 
tanously. 
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The index to the volume closing with 
this number will appear in the issue of 
January 10, 
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Every Druggist His Own Printer. 


Advantages, Practical Uses and Necessary Expense of a Small Press and 
Outfit to the Progressive Pharmacist. 
By H. L. Grimes, Pa.G., 


Connersville, Ind. 


The interest manifested in that portion of the recent 
prize paper by Mr. Grimes, published in the Anniversary 
Number of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL 
ReEcorp of August 25, referring briefly to the utility of a 
printing outfit for druggists, evidences a desire on the part 
of many retail drugmen for further and more detailed infor- 
mation on the subject. The intent of the article which fol- 
lows is to set forth the advantages of such an outfit, as 
proven by the author’s own experience in the use of these 
aids to the progressive pharmacist in the promotion of profit- 


able publicity. 


as well as a philosopher, is the 

father of the proverb, ‘‘A penny 
saved is a penny earned.’’ The pennies 
saved on printing bills will buy as much 
in drugs as pennies from any other 
surce. 

In this day of side lines, made neces- 
sary by the invasion of other lines of 
trade into the handling of goods hereto- 
fore sold almost exclusively by druggists, 
there are not many side-issues which 
alone will earn more money in the way 
of money saved with so small an invest- 
ment than a small printing-press and 
outfit. 

PRINTERS’ INK IN THE MODERN DRUG 

STORE. 


Much printed matter is required in 
conducting a modern drug store, and 
much more in mo3t instances could be 
used to great advantage were it not for 
the expense involved in getting small 
lots of work done by job printers, who 
charge almost as much for setting up 
and printing an edition of 250 or 500 as 
for an edition of several thousands, the 
charges for paper and press work being 
comparatively small after the matter is 
in type. Frequently the druggist needs 
but a hundred or two of a card or small 
circular, but upon securing quotations 
from his printer is led into placing an 
order for a larger edition than he has 
any use for, in order to get the benefit of 
lower prices. Unless he can circulate 
the extra number to advantage, he mere- 
ly wastes the money that he expends for 
printing in excess of his real require- 
ments, 

PRINTING COSTS AS MUCH AS THE 

MEDICINES. 


The growing practice among drug- 
gists of making their own proprietaries 
and specialties affords frequent use for 
a printing press. As all large manufac- 
turers of proprietary medicines find the 
expense of printing and advertising as 
great or greater than the actual cost of 
materials and labor ia making their 
goods, it is evident that this is a good 
part of the work to do at home as far as 
possible. It is just as practicable to do 
the printing for a limited proprietary or 
Specialty business in the store as it is to 
manufacture this class of preparations 
on a limited scale as is done in most 
modern pharmacies. 

The use of a printing outfit makes it 
possible to employ pleasantly and profit- 


RB’: FRANKLIN, himself a printer 


ably much time that is commonly wasted 
in the average drug store. A knowledge 
of the details of the printer’s art gives 
the druggist an insight into the proper 
use of type for harmonious display, and 
thus enables him to get up more attract- 
ive and effective advertisements for such 
newspaper space as he may use. It will 
also teach him the quantity of mattera 
certain space will hold without crowding, 


LEARNING THE ART PRESERVATIVE. 


Some readers may doubt their ability 
to learn type-setting and press-work, al- 
though they may fully realize the ad- 
vantage such skill would be to them. 
This doubt need not deter any one who 
possesses the necessary ability to have 
acquired proficiency in pharmacy from 
taking up printing on a small scale, for 
the details are fewer and more easily 
mastered than are those of pharmacy. 
To be sure, the question of type selection 
and arrangement is a matter of taste, 
which differs in individuals, and may be 
cultivated and improved by a careful 
study of the best specimens of ad vertise- 
ments, as shown in the advertising pages 
of the popular magazines. The mechan- 
ical part can be easily learned from the 
plain instructions furnished by the press- 


makers. 
The Question of Cost. 


In considering the profitability of a 
printing-press and outfit, the first point 
to be determined is the probable expendi- 
ture necessary to secure a serviceable 
press and materials. 


THE PRICE OF A PRESS 


depends upon the size of chase, which 
governs the size of page it is capable of 
printing, and somewhat upon the make 
of press. However, the difference in 
prices as quoted by various makers is 
slight and of no material importance in 
an estimate of thiskind. The figures we 
give are taken from the catalogue of a 
firm which holds a prominent place in 
the manufacture of small presses, and 
will serve as a basis of calculation. In 
the selection of an outfit by the druggist, 
we would not advise the purchase of the 
larger size and more expensive presses— 
buy a medium sized one, and should 
your business and the use you make of 
your press warrant a larger machine 
later on, the smaller press can be ex- 
changed on satisfactory terms by the 
payment of a reasonable difference in 
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price. <A press with chase 4 x 6 inches— 
or, better, 5 x 8 inches—is 


A GOOD SIZE FOR THE BEGINNER. 


Don’t buy any but a self inking press; 
the hand-inkers are out of date, work 
too slowly and the inking is often imper- 
fectly done, giving a blurred impression 
that will destroy the effect of the most 
perfectly set up form. Because of these 
faults most manufacturers of small 
presses have discontinued making hand- 
inkers, 

A typical outfit, embracing the essen- 
tials for successful printing, to which ad- 
ditions of new type, fancy borders, etc., 
can be made as required or desired, is as 
follows: 


DRUGGISTS’ PRINTING OUTFIT. 


1 self inking press, 5X 8................00.2. $18.00 
Furniture (wood pieces to block up 
around forms and fill large blank spaces) 80 
Ui GRA DIBGM Ise csadasicaeccecsendedsdecencas oa 
4 fonts of type (spacesand quadsincluded) 6.10 
Leads, bodkin and tweezers............++-- 50 
BO DUN OAR oiais ag. 600. 0.0i0e 5 dneeaannntsiesea's 1.20 
ee ES ee ee 20 
oe rere 1.90 
BOOK Of INSEFUCTIONS. <<... sccccviocscccccceccc 0.00 
OMe coda cv niceniense-ciddetnerennenwke siete $28.00 


Additional fonts of type cost from 80 
cents upward, and may be purchased 
from the press-makers or from any type 
foundry. 

PAPER STOCK. 


Blank cards, shipping tags, envelopes, 
letter and bill heads of various sizes and 
qualities, are to be had from the press- 
makers or from jobbing stationery or 
paper houses) Paper cut to any size 
required may also be obtained from the 
same source, or can be bought from any 
local job printer, who will cut it to suit 
at a slight advance over the cost of blank 
paper. If preferred, the paper can be 
bought in large sheets (24 x 36 inches) 
and cut by the druggist himself as need- 
ed. No expensive cutter is necessary for 
small work. A good straight edge and 
a sharp pointed, stiff bladed knife are all 
the tools required. Arrange the paper in 
an even and compact pile on the floor or 
on a smooth board or table, mark the 
top sheet into the desired sizes and, firmly 
pressing down the straight edge along 
one line, draw the knife along its edge, 
entirely across the sheet. Repeat this 
until the entire pile of paper is cut 
through, then cut on other lines in the 
same manner. The result is perfectly 
smooth edges, which cannot be distin- 
guished from those made in machine 
work. 

What He can Do with It. 

The variety of work that can be done 
on these presses is restricted by the size 
of the machine, but it will surprise those 
who have not considered the matter 
closely to learn how much good adver- 
tising material can be produced on a 
press whose chase will take but a5 x8 
inch form. 

The ordinary small shop labels can be 
printed at home, but the regular label 
houses supply them at such low prices 
that no particular saving can be made on 
them. However, small editions of labels 
for specialties can be produced very eco- 
nomically on these presses. 


POSTAL CARDS 


are a cheap and convenient means for 
circulating advertising, and are of almost 
daily use to the pushing druggist. First, 
his office should be supplied with a quan 

tity of them with his card and address at 
the top for use in his correspondence. 

Many druggists use them blank, because 
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they do not wish to invest $5 for 500 
cards and pay from 75 cents to $1 50 to 
have them printed. As it costs the same 
to havea smaller number printed, they 
simply use them blank or disfigure them 
with a rubber stamp. 
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THE RUBBER STAMP 


isa most useful office convenience, but 
has a field of its own, and its work can- 
not be expected to take the place of press 
work or give the business-like impression 
that neat printing does. Witha small 
press at command any number of postal 
cards may be printed as the business may 
require.. 

In advertising specialties the atten- 
tion of customers can effectively 
gained by means of the postal card, 
which for a penny not only pays the 

stage but furnishes the paper as well. 

he present size of the postal card admits 
of saying a good deal in medium sized 
type, and is much more effective than a 
circular. Here again the small press 
gets out the work at but a trifling cost 
other than the post office charges for the 
cards. 

SMALL CIRCULARS 


can be printed and used freely for gen- 
eral distribution. A good plan is to in- 
close a circular in every package of goods 
sent out. If the customer sees you take 
the trouble to place one in his package 
his curiosity is pretty certain to make 
him read it when he opens the goods at 
home. 

Frequently in advertising certain spe- 
cialties, for example, headache powders, 
dyspepsia tablets or powders, liver pills, 
etc., the use of a sample dose or two in- 
closed with a circular in a small envelope 
proves very effective. These small en- 
velopes may be bought blank for about 
70 cents per 1,000 and printed on your 
own press for almost nothing. 

Prescription envelopes can be printed 
as neatly as any professional printer can 
print them. 

A press no larger than 5 x 8 will ena- 
ble the druggist to print and supply indi- 
vidual prescription blanks to every phy- 
sician who is likely to patronize his store, 
which he might not feel disposed to do 
were he compelled to buy them and pay 
25 cents additional for each change of 
physician’s pame. 

Large manilla portfolio envelopes, size 
514 x 9 inches, can be appropriately 
printed and used to hold letter paper and 
envelopes. Such package paper might 
be called ‘‘ The People’s Drug Store Sta- 
tionery Package,” or any other title you 
choose to give it. Besides naming the 
contents, which should be 12 sheets of 
six-pound note paper, 12 XX envelopes 
and a good blotter, all for 10 cents, there 
will be ample space to advertise any spe- 
cialty the druggist sells, an advertisement 
of toilet goods being especially appropri- 
ate here. The blotters may also be cut 
to size and printed by the druggist, and 
these made to provide good space fora 
display advertisement that will be before 
the purchaser at least until all the sta- 
tionery in the package is used. 

Small programmes for church or soci- 
ety entertainments can be printed and 
furnished gratuitously to the committees 
in charge, and will give the druggist an 
advertisement that he might otherwise 
be induced to take and pay for. He can 
also supply printed admission tickets to 
these same committees, appropriating a 
small space thereon for his advertise- 
ment. He thus gains the good will of 


the members of the committees, which is 
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worth something, even if the effective- 
ness of these two mediums as direct ad- 
vertisements is a matter of doubt. 

Soda water checks can be printed on 
scraps of cardboard, which may be ob- 
tained from any local printing office for 
almost nothing and cut to regular size. 

The printer-druggist can print his own 
note heads, statements, small bill heads, 
etc. Such printed blanks should be made 
up into tablets of convenient size. A 
screw tincture press, with a piece of 
smooth board on the bottom and a block 
above to clamp and hold the paper, an- 
swers very well as a tableting press. 
After the paper is squared up and all 
edges even, place in the press and fasten 
securely. Apply tableting glue to the 
top edges by means of a flat bristle 
brush. Allow to remain in the press 
until glueisdry. The following formula 
makes a satisfactory 


GLUE FOR TABLETING PAPER. 





Good clear cabinet glue................. 4 ozs. 
Acetic acid socoles SEN 
WEE. <pocnvanencee®Seeee vos ~ we 
eee .- fl. 
Aniline (any color preferred)............. q. 8. 


Place the glue, acetic acid and water 
in a wide-mouth bottle or jar, set in a 
warm place and stir occasionally until 
glue is dissolved. If needed at once the 
process may be hastened by dissolving 
the glue by means of a water bath. Add 
the glycerin and enough of a solution of 
aniline in water to give the desired 
color. Should the glue become too thick 
add a little water till the proper con- 
sistency is restored. 

This;preparation has the advantage of 
being easily made, and is always ready 
for use. 

Printing to be tableted should be per- 
mitted to dry thoroughly at least 12 
hours before being placed in the tablet- 
ing press, otherwise it will ‘‘ set off ’— 
that is, partially transfer the impressions 
and soil the backs of the sheets. 

A number of ‘‘ smut’sheets ’’ (common 
blank newspaper stock cut an inch or 
two larger than the chase) should be pro- 
vided to lay between the freshly printed 
sheets as they are taken from the press. 
These sheets are indispensable in doing 
neat work on writing or other smooth 
surfaced papers—it is not necessary to 
use them when printing on soft paper. 


CARTONS. 


We know a druggist who makes his 
own small cartons for seidlitz powders, 
pill bottles, ointment packages, etc. Tak- 
ing a carton he had bought before he 
owned a press, he opened the seam and 
spread the carton out flat for a pattern. 
He then had a tinner cut out of heavy 
sheet tina form exactly like it. After 
setting the type and arranging it to print 
at the proper places he cut his cardboard 
just as large as the outside of the pat- 
tern These blanks he printed, and when 
dry laid the pattern on top of a dozen, 
and with a sharp pointed knife cut 
around the tin through the entire num- 
ber. A little liquid glue applied along 
the joining flap of a dozen pieces will ba 
sufficiently *‘tacky”’ to stick at once, 
when, going back to the first one glued, 
the two edges are pressed together. The 
cartons were very satisfactory, both in 
appearance and in point of cost. 

We do not consider it policy for a 
druggist who owns a press to solicit out- 
side job work, such as comes within the 
capacity of his press, even if he has the 
necessary time to doit. Local printers 
will recognize his right to do his own 


printing if he wishes, but will not take 
kindly to his entering their field as a 
competitor. If he will devote his spare 
time to getting out new advertisements 
for himself he will find it will profit him 
more than any outside work he may se- 
cure. 

The use of printers’ ink in the drug 
business stimulates trade wonderfully, 
and when once fairly started in the work 
the press using druggist will secure a 
reputation for enterprise that will give 
him great advantage over his competi- 
tors. 
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NOTES ON HOT SODA. 


For a time there was a disposition to 
vota Hot Sodaa nuisance and to condemn 
it as unprofitable; but within the last 
year or so it seems to be increasing in 
popularity with pharmacists. Does it 
pay to dispense it ? This question is often 
asked, and we might ask another, Does 
it pay to dispense soda water? and 
answer: Yes, where there is sufficient 
demand. It costs but little to run a hot 
soda apparatus,and they can be purchased 
fora small outlay. In this they havea 
vast advantage over cold soda water ap- 
paratus. If the pharmacist is in a posi- 
tion to demand 10 cents a glass for his 
hot soda and hasa demand for at least 20 
or 25 glasses a day, there is no reason 
why he should not make more than ex- 
penses, and if he can increase his trade 
above this mark make it a source of 
profit. 1 do not believe in 5 cent hot 
soda; not that it might not be profitable 
if there was sufficient demand, but in 
ordinary stores there is scarcely enough 
demand for it to makeit worth the while 
at the price. 


CHINA AND SILVERWARE, 


Nothing but the daiutiest china and 
silverware, such as spoons, sugar bowls 
and salt and pepper boxes should be used. 
These create a good impression with the 
customer and trade in general and cost 
but little more than the ordinary articles 
of this kind. Another thing that is in- 
dispensable is Japanese paper handker- 
chiefs. They cost but $1.50 a thousand, 
and should always be on hand. One of 
the most popular hot soda drinks is 


CHOCOLATE, 


and we see from time to time recom- 
mendations as to the best manner of pre- 
paring syrups for use with hot soda. In 
regard to these I would say buy a good 
soluble chocolate or cocoa, like Van 
Houten’s or Wittman’s. Place it in a 
suitable china or silver sugar bowl and 
make your hot chocolate by stirring hot 
water into the requisite amount of choco- 
late withaspoon. This makes a much 
more elegant hot chocolate than can be 
made from a syrup, and leaves the cas- 
tomer to sweeten as may be desired. 
Cream should always be served with it, 
and a teaspoonful of a nicely whipped 
cream placed on the top of a cup of choco- 
late when otherwise finished is an im- 
provement that adds greatly at least to 
appearances. 

Clam bouillon is another very popular 
drink. I have found that if this be 
served with hot milk instead of hot 
water or half milk and half water 
it is much richer and in every respect 
superior to that made from hot water 
alone. Beef tea is best made from the 
fluid beef, like Mosquera’s, Cudahy’s or 
Swift’s. They are much handier than 
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the solid forms and.the writer would 
urge their use. Coffee and tea should be 
served made from the coffee and tea 
itself, and not from extracts or syrups 
prepared for that purpose. If possible an 
apparatus should be obtained having an 
attachment for making coffee by perco- 
lation. This process makes the nicest 
and best flavored coffee, and will be found 
to give good satisfaction at the fountain 
where the extracts, etc., will fail. 


HOT LEMONADES 


are frequently called for. They should 
be invariably made from the fruit and 
not from a prepared syrup. They are 
usually dispensed more strongly acid 
than cold lemonade, and if the customer 
desires to make them sweeter he can do 
so himself. There are other drinks used 
at the hot soda fountain which are called 
for occasionally, but the above are the 
principal sellers and are all that will be 
considered at present. It goes without 
saying that scrupulous cleanliness is an 
essential in dispensing hotas well as cold 
soda, and goes a long way toward increas- 
ing sales. Cut loaf sugar is the cleanest 
and nicest for use at the fountain, and a 
pair of silver plated sugar tongs should 
be used to serve it. Another thing that 
should not be neglected is a supply of the 
slender salt crackers known as salt 
wafers; they add greatly to the hot soda 
business at a trifling cost. 
GALEN, JR. 
NEw York, December 17. 





In my estimation hot soda is an indis- 
pensable adjunct to the succesful drug 
store of to day, a source of profit of which, 
even in the smallest drug store, advan- 
tage should be taken. 

Just as hot weather is the time for cold 
soda, so is cold weather the time for hot 
soda. It tends to advertise your business. 
There is money in it when properly con- 
ducted, ead it makes that part of the store 
look attractive and inviting. 

To make hot soda a success one must 
have an apparatus not necessarily elabo- 
rate or expensive, but neat and tasty. 
Where practicable a hot water boiler in 
the cellar or some other out-of-the-way 
place, with one or two pipes attached to 
arms on the soda counter, is the best. A 
hot drink drawn from this looks more 
like real soda. 

For most drug stores a good urn 
answers all ends and purposes, and re- 
quires very little attention. There are 
many good and cheap urns on the market 
to-day, but the size of the store and the 
depth of his pocket book are the drug- 
gist’s best guides in such a matter. 

For dispensing hot soda silver cups are 
by far the best. They cost from $36 up- 
ward per dozen, a little more than china 
mugs, but they always look nice, never 
break, and they last for years. As to 
flavors, every druggist can determine for 
himzelf what should be kept on hand, 
much depending on his surroundings. 
Chocolate, coffee, lemon, tea, beef tea, 
clam broth and malted milk are, in my 
experience, the most called for. 

For a good chocolate I recommend that 
made by Phillips It costs about 50 cents 
per pound. I find the best coffee is made 
from fresh roasted and ground Java 
coffee. Lemon is made atrifle sweeter 
for hot soda than it is for cold soda. Tea 
made from Cahill’s essence of tea is very 
pleasant It costs 15 cents for a bottle 
that will make 20 cups of good tea. Beef 
tea is best made from Liebig’s Extract. 
Morgan’s concentrated clam juice makes 
a broth that is wholesome and delicious. 


Their agents are Cushman & Rendall, 
292 Pearl street, this city. A quart can 
of the juice costs 25 cents) Malted milk 
made from Horlick’s Malted Milk isa 
nourishing beverage and a good seller. 
Have thesyrups cold and the water about 
boiling point and you will be able, with 
the aid of the above list, to dispense a 
beverage satisfactory to your customers 
and beneficial to yourself. 

Although for obvious reasons hot soda 
will never be so much sought after as 
cold soda, if some attention is given to 
this part of the trade I seeno reason why 
it should not be profitable. 

J. WHITEHILL. 

NEw York, December 10, 1896. 

——_—_——__ 
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PURIFIED WATER FOR HYPO- 
DERMIC SOLUTIONS. 


By SIDNEY RAUSCHENBERG, PH.G., 
New York Hospital. 


The subject of pure and sterile water 
for the preparation of hypodermic solu 
tions and solutions of alkaloids to be kept 
free from fungoid growths has interest- 
ed me for many years. The methods of 
others have been employed, but I find 
none as satisfactory as water from which 
all organic matter has been removed by 
oxidatioa and precipitation. This I ac- 
complish as follows: 

Take of boiled hydrant water 1 gallon, 
to which add 14 grain potassium per- 
manganate which has been dissolved in 
1 ounce of water; mix well, allow to 
stand 1 hour, and if the water loses the 
light pink color add another portion of 
potassium permanganate, and in this 
manner continue until it retains a deli- 
cate tint from the salt. 

Then add 5 grains of alum, shake until 
dissolved, and allow to stand until the 
precipitate subsides and until the tint 
from the permanganate has disappeared. 
The process is hastened by frequent shak- 


ing. 
Filter three times through a double 


‘thickness of white filter paper which has 


previously been scalded to renaer it 
sterile. 

The process should be conducted in 
‘well closed glass containers, and during 
filtration the funnels should be covered 
with well-fitting rubber covers of the 
kind known as “ sanitary covers.”’ 

The finished product should ba kept in 
absolutely clean, well stoppered bottles, 
and b2fore using the lip of the bottle 
should b3 carefully freed from dust and 
every care should be exercised to keep it 
clean and sterile. For many years we 
have used no oth3r water in the prepara- 
tion of hypodermic solutions, many of 
which we have kept in a clean, sterile 
condition for about six months. Hypo- 
dermic abscesses are unknown where 
prop3r attention has been given the 
syringe, 

I advise its use as superior to distilled 
water whenever a pure sterile product is 
required. 

—_——_—@—_—— 
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SUPPLYING DRUGS 
TO THE INDIGENT. 


By JosEpH W. ENGLAND, 


Chief Druggist of the Philadelphia Hospital, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


In December of each year the Depart- 
ment of Charities and Correction of Phil- 
adelphia advertises for bids from city 
druggists to supply drugs and medicines 
to the poor of the city. The city is 
divided into 25 poor districts. Each dis- 
trict has its physicians, who are annually 
elected by the department, and its drug- 
gist, who is annually chosen by the de- 
partment from the list of lowest bidders, 

The druggist selected for each district 
is the one who bids the lowest for 
the work. He must bea resident of the dis- 
trict for which he bids, and a graduate of 
a reputable school of pharmacy, and is re- 
quired to furnish, as per an advertised 
form, such drugs and medicines for the re- 
lief of the out-door poor of his district 
(comprising certain wards) as may be 
needed, at wholesale cost prices, plus a 
given perceutage for compounding the 
prescription. f 

This percentage is the estimate which 
the druggist places on his time and 
work. Some percentages are very low, 
and some reasonably high. The percent- 
age depends largely, of course, upon the 
probable amount of work that is to be 
done, the degree of competition, and the 
estimate which the bidders place upon 
their time and service. 

The district druggists, having been 
awarded contracts in December of each 
year for the succeeding year, are required 
to furnish the drugs and medicines to 
the out-door poor districts under certain 
rules herewith attached: 


DEPARTMENT OF CHARITIES AND CORRECTION+ 
Wm. H. Lambert, President. 
BUREAU OF CHARITIES. 
Charles Lawrence, Superintendent. 


RULES RELATIVE TO THE FURNISHING OF DRUGS 
TO THE OUT-DOOR POOR DISTRICTS. 


1. All prescriptions (written only upon blanks 
furnished by the Board) must be numbered 
dated, written and signed by the physician of 
the district, with the name and residence of the 
party for whom written, marked with the cost 
price, and sent as vouchers, with a bill for the 

ross cost and the percentage for compounding, 

0 the chief apothecary of the Philadelphia Hos- 
ital. 
Pe Liquors in prescriptions, in quantities ex- 
ceeding two fluid ounces, will not be allowed 
except by permission of a member of the Board 
of Charities and Correction. 

8. All billsshall be sent not less than once in 
three months, on or before the 23d of the mqnth. 
Those received after that date will lay over 
until the following month: 

4. A certificate of correctness from the pbyst- 
cian of the district to the chief druggist must be 
received with each bill presented. : 

5. All district physicians, in their prescriptions 
to the out-door poor, shall not exceed the quan- 
tities expressed in the following table: 


Medicines in drop doses........4 fluid drams. 
es “ fluid dram doses..2 ‘* ounces, 
“ 9 “ se 4% “ 
2 a 
a “ 4 a “ 6 “ee oe 
TAMIMOHUS <3 vicnisessicteeerceved ae i 
Lotions, gargles, etc........... 8 xe 
Pills, powders, troches and suppositories, 


ete., 12 in number. 


All proprietary articles (dietary products ex- 
cepted) are prohibited. The chief apothecary, 
in his examination of the ype om is au- 
thorized to allow only for the quantities given 
in the above table. 

6 The biils, after examination, correction, 
certification as to correctness by the chief apoth- 
ecary of the Philadelphia Hospital, and ap- 
proval by the Board of Charities and Correction, 
will be payable by warrant, at the city office of 
the Board. 42 North Seventh street, on and after 
the third Monday of the following month. 


este 
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The chief apothecary wi leased to see 

anuesists desiring coe Mg MP neo me at his 

. JOSEPH W. ENGLAND, 
Chief Apothecary of the 
Philadelphia Hospital. 
Thirty-fourth and Pine streets, 
¥. This system is one that has been in 
operation in Philadelphia for years, and 
so far asI can learn it is satisfactory to 
the parties severally concerned. Under 
it the city secures drugs and medicines 
for its poor at very reasonable prices and 
pays for no more than it gets—as it would 
in some cases if a purely salary system 
was in vogue—while the district druggists 
receive, as a rule, a fair return for time 
and work. 

Of course, in some districts where 
business rivalry is keen, competition 
forces the percentage down to a very low 
rate. It may be of interest to add that 
the annual appropriation by the city of 
Philadelphia for the purpose of supplying 
drugs and medicines to the out-door poor 
for 1895 was $6,000, and that the number 


— 





of prescriptions which were compounded 
during this year was about 40,000, As 
regards your inquiry concerning the 
average cost price of each prescription, I 
would say that the average cost price 
per prescription to the city for the past 
six years has been as follows: 15.66, 14.97, 
15.51, 16.77, 14.92 and 14.27 (1895, to 
October 1 only) cents. 
HOMC@OPATHIC DRUGS. 


In 1893 the city established a homce 
opathic branch of its out-door poor service. 
There are now 25 homeopathic physicians 
annually chosen in addition to the 25 of 
the old school. Prescriptions from 
homceopathic physicians are also com- 
pounded by the district druggists, and 
sent mm to the chief apothecary under 
separate bills. The amount appropriated 
in the year 1895 for homeopathic drugs 
and medicines was $250 and the number 
of such prescriptions compounded has 
not been large. 





Preparations of Rose. 


By WILLIAM C. ALPERS. 


The interesting paper presented herewith was read by 
the author ait the regular monthly meeting of the Kings 
County Pharmaceutical Society in Brooklyn on December 
8. The author advocates, among other innovations, the 
substitution of rose oil for fluid extract of rose in the offi- 
cial preparations of rose in which fluid extract of rose is 
now used-~a radical proposition which is sure to attract 
the attention of practical pharmacists; and the paper 
will be read with interest by all who are concerned in the 
improvement of the galenical preparations of the U. 8. 


Pharmacopceia. 


HE petals of the red rose (Rosa gal- 
lica) enter in powder form as ad- 
juvants or corrigents into two phar- 

maceutical preparations, namely, the 
confection of rose and the pills of aloes 
and mastic, and as a separate prepara- 
tion the fluid extract is official. The 
latter serves again to make the syrup 
and the honey of rose. Besides these 
we have the oil of rose and the stronger 
rose water, both of which, according to 
our Pharmacopeeia, are made outside of 
the laboratory of the retail pharmacist, 
while the ordinary rose water is a mix- 
ture of equal parts of the stronger rose 
water and distilled water. In all these 
preparations the presence of rose is of 
little therapeutical importance, being in- 
tended principally to impart color or 
flavor to other mixtures, so that little 
attention is generally paid to them. It 
is probably for this reason that the revis- 
ers of our Pharmacopeeia overlooked a 
number of defects in their formulas. 
While I do not wish to criticise in the 
least the excellent work of these men, I 
venture to make a few suggestions in 
reference to some of the preparaticns 


of rose. 
How to Test Rose Water. 


Our Pharmacopeeia desciibes the 
stronger rose water, Aqua Rosae For- 
tior, as *‘ water saturated with the vola- 
tile oil of rose petals, obtained as a by- 
product in the distillation of oil of rose,”’ 
The question at once rises, How are we 
to detect whether the water is saturated 
with the oil or not? It may be pre- 
sumed that it was saturated when it 


came out of the still, although no posi- 


tive proof can probably be brought for 
it, but when it reaches tLe consumer it 
is still the same. Such a definition, 
without giving the means of testing the 
article in question, leaves the door open 
for sophistication. Careless handling 
with exposure to heat and sunlight may 
also influence the quality, and the only 
test that we can apply is the effect pro. 
duced on our organ of smelling. How 
unreliable this test is we all know. 


To Measure the Odor. 


* It is not improbable that test odors 
will some day be established, just as 
we have test colors and test solutions ; 
it may also come to pass that ingenious 
minds will provide us with an instru- 
ment (a micro-oze or micro-smeller) by 
which the slightest deviation from a 
standard odor may be detected, but at 
present such speculations are only bad 
mortgages on an uncertain future. How 
then are we to determine the saturation 
of rose water? Would it not be much 
better to prepare rose water in the same 
way as other aromatic waters, by dissolv- 
ing a definite quantity of the oil in dis- 
tilled water? This can be done by drop- 
ing the oil on hot distilled water in a 
large bottle, shaking for some time and 
filtering ; or the oil may be dropped on 
a strip of filtering paper, which is then 
shaken with a sufficient quantity of hot 
distilled water until it is reduced toa 
pulpy mass, when it can be filterea off. 
The pharmacopeeia gives a test for the 
purity of oil of rose and thereby the 
means of detecting sophistication. It is 
a well known fact that many pharmacists 
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prepare their rose water in this way 
justly claiming that thereby they not 
only produce a uniform, but also a su- 
perior atticle. The quantity of oil used 
to the litre varies from 3 to 15 drops, ac- 
co:ding to the little information that I 
could obtain from friends on this sub- 
ject. The German Pharmacopeeia, in 
which this method of making Aqua 
Rosae is official, directs 4 drops to the 
litre ; but a number of experiments con- 
vinced me that 10 drops would be a more 
appropriate amount to produce a satu- 
rated solution. As the oil congeals 
easily, separating a stearopten, a fixed, 
or at least a minimum, temperature at 
which to measure the drops should be 
determined ; 80 degrees F. or 27 de- 
grees C. seems to be right. 

Ihave here some rose water prepared 
in this way, which I offer in comparison 
with these two samples of the article cf 
the market. If the best distilled rose 
water were always obtainable the su- 
periority of rose oil water—if I may 
adopt this term—might be disputed. It 
is, however, a fact known to every prac- 
tical pharmacist that the rose water of 
the market is extremely variable, and 
as no test for its strength is given, and 
probably cannot be given, nothing can 
be done about it. The absolute relia- 
bility and uniformity of the rose oil 
water is, therefore, an important factor 
and good argument for its adoption in 
the pharmacopceia. 


The Preparation of the Fluid Extract. 


The official fluid extract of rose is 
prepared with diluted alcohol to which 
10 per cent. of glycerin has been added. 
The modus operandi does not differ from 
the general formula. The first 85 parts 
are reserved, percolation is then con- 
tinued to exhaustion and the percolate 
evaporated at 50 degrees C. to a soft ex- 
tract. As the etheral principles of rose 
are very delicate and volatile, they are 
probably driven off or decomposed by 
this evaporation, and the peculiar odor 
that all fluid extracts of rose of the mar- 
ket possess seems to verify this supposi- 
tion. It would be far better to deviate 
from the general formula and prepare a 
fluid extract by repercolation, without 
resorting to heat atall. In submitting 
these two samples to your inspection, 
you will readily notice the difference 
between the one made by repercolation 
and the one bought in the market. The 
home made fluid extract costs $1.45 a 
pint, charging for all the alcohol used 
without regaining any, while the average 
cost of the other, allowing the usual 
trade discounts, is $2.08. Superiority in 
quality, therefore, goes hand in hand 
with reduced price. 


Should the Fluid Extract Be Dropped ? 


The same unpleasant odor that accom- 
panies most of the fluid extracts of rose 
of the market will, of course, go into 
the syrup and the honey. I have kere 
two samples of syrup of rose made of the 
two different fluid extracts that I sub- 
mitted before in the official way by mix- 
ing 125 ccm. of the fluid extract with 875 
of the syrup. You will notice the same 
difference as b:fore. While, therefore, 
the process of repercolating is preferable 
to the official process of making the fluid 
extract of rose, the question yet arises 
why there should be a fluid extract at 
all. It is true that there are slightly as- 
tringent properties in the petals of the 
rose, which are dissolved together with 
the oil, but most of the tannic avid on 
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which they depend soon precipitates and 
is then removed by filtration ; nor is it 
protable that any of the preparations of 
rose are ever ordered on account of their 
astringency, as we have far better drugs 
for that purpose. It is their elegant fra- 
grance, pleasing to everybody, that gives 
them a place in the Pharmacopoeia. Why 
not, then, make the oil, which possesses 
this fragrance in the fullest degree, the 
basis of all preparations and establish a 
more rigid test for its purity. Let 
us make rose water from the oil and 
the syrup from the water, while the 
honey of rose might be made by di- 
rectly incorporating the oil with the 
honey, adding either alcohol or gly- 
cerin as a preservative. If there should 
exist a demand for an alcoholic prepara- 
tion of rose, a spirit might bea made by 
dissolving the oil in alcohol. In making 
the syrup in this way the rose water 
should not be heated, for reasons given 
before. The best way to make it is to 
pour 850 gm. of granulated sugar in a 
percolator and pouring on it 450 ccm. of 
rose water, adding afterward enough rose 


water to make the product measure 
1000 ccm. The syrup might ba colored 
by a few drops of the National Formu- 
lary solution of carmine. I submit two 
samples of such rose syrup, the first one 
made from distilled rose water colored 
deep red, the other made from rose oil 
water colored light pink. The superi- 
ority of these syrups over the official 
syrups will be noti:ed by every one. 

The remarks made on rose water might 
also be applied to the stronger orange 
flower water of our Pharmacopoeia. It 
is officially described as ‘‘ water satu- 
rated with the volatile oil of fresh orange 
flowers, obtained as a by-product in the 
distillation of the oil of orange flowers,”’ 
without giving a test for its purity. We 
all know how variable an article it is. 
The official syrup of orange flowers, how- 
ever, is now made by dissolving sugar in 
the aromatic water. 

I recommend the revisers of our Phar- 
macopoeeia to investigate the various 
preparations of rose and orange flowers, 
and base all future formulas on the es- 
sential oils. 








Pharmacology of Resins. 


A LECTURE BY PROF. HENRY TRIMBLE. 


RECENT ADVANCES IN THE STUDY OF THE RESINS. 


the Franklin Institute Prof. Henry 

Trimble of the Philadelphia College 
of Pharmacy delivered, on Friday eve- 
ning, December 4, a lecture on ‘‘ Some 
Recent Advances in the Study of the 
Resins.’’ The speaker was introduced by 
Prof. S. P. Sadtler. who called attention 
to Professor Trimble’s especial qualifica- 
tions for a treamtent of this subject, since 
besides being a well known chemist and 
accomplished botanist, he was one of the 
judges at the Atlanta Exposition in 1895 
in the section of forestry, which included 
the great industries connected with the 
subject. 

The resins, said Professor Trimble, 
have been neglected to a greater extent 
than many other classes of plant prod- 
ucts, botanists and chemists each throw- 
ing the responsibility of their investiga- 
tion upon the other. 

For a thorough study of many of the 
subjects of plant life the worker must 
have the triple qualifications of chemist, 
botanist and physiologist. The economic 
value of many products has attracted 
practical workers, who, while advancing 
their own interests, further scientific 
knowledge in many respects. An exam- 
ple of this kind is found in the recent 
development of our knowledge regarding 
the sugars, due to the stimulus supplied 
by the commercial value of the preduct. 


SYSTEMS OF CLASSIFICATION, 


The lecturer outlined the various sys- 
tems of classification proposed for the 
resins, and gave the definitions proposed 
by various authorities, among whom 
were Berzelius, 1827; Liebig, 1843 ; 
Gmelin, 1866, and among the more recent 
workers Fliickiger, Beilstein and Maisch. 
Few changes were made during the past 
century, some noticeable inconsistencies 
being observed in the classification of 
mi and dragon’s blood in the same 

oup, 


B the Fs the members and visitors of 


ANCIENT RECORDS OF RESINS 


are numerous. Frankincense and myrrh 
were articles of commerce in the seven- 
teenth century B.C., amber in the twelfth 
century B.C., mastiche and Venice tur- 
entine in the fourth century B.C, and 
Theophrastus, in the third century BC., 
spoke of mastiche, galbanum and scam- 
mony. 

The extraordinary value which caused 
them to be classed with gold and precious 
stones was due to their use as an ingre- 
dient of incense. Their electrical proper- 
ties also attracted early attention, it being 
of interest to note that our word electric- 
ity comes from the Greek word for amber, 
owing to its marked qualities in this re- 
spect. Asafoetida was mentioned as being 
used in the tenth century asacondiment, 
the more fcetid the odor the higher the 
quality. 


THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE RESINS IN 
NATURE 


was next spoken of. Few plants are en- 
tirely destitute of resin, and all tissues 
of plants yield it, with the exception of 
the cambium layer. The family conifers 
is the greatest resin producing family, 
especially in tropical and sub-tropical 
countries. Those resins which are asso- 
ciated with volatile oils are termed bal- 
sams, a term also used to denote those 
resins which contain benzoic or cinnamic 
acid. Some few resins, as amber, are 
products of plants not existing at the 
present day, and the stability of the resins 
asarule is so great that they can exist 
undecomposed for long periods under 
water or buried in the earth. 


SPECIMENS EXHIBITED. 


Specimens of the various resins and 
associated products were exhibited. 


These were loaned for the occasion by the 
Commercial Museum of Philadelphia, 
whose collection embraces products from 
all quarters of the globe. 


One species of 
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copal from Mexico, which had been re- 
cently brought back by Dr. Harshberger, 
had an aromatic odor and is said to be 
used in perfumery. 


THE OCCURRENCE OF RESINS IN PLANTS 


has called forth various theories to ac- 
count for their presence, some contending 
that they area product of the breaking 
down of the cellular structure of the 
plant; others that they are a product of 
the transformation of starch. The latter 
theory has little support and is contra- 
indicated by many facts, sucb as the 
presence of a large per cent. of resin in 
a long leaf pine, which contains little, if 
any, starch at any period of its growth. 

Professor Bastin of Philadelphia states, 
the lecturer said, that certain facts indi- 
cate a close relation between resin and 
tannin, a fact not previously observed. 
The oleoresins in the conifers are clearly 
waste products, as they contribute noth- 
ing toward the nourishment of the plant, 
any benefit derived from their presence 
being the protective influence they exert 
against the ravages of insects and animals. 

Certain pines, as Pinus Lambertiana 
of California, secrete, instead of resin, a 
sweetish product called sugar, which is, 
however, not a carbo-hydrate, although 
closely allied to that class of substances. 
The taste is not so sweet as that of sugar 
and more closely resembles that of glu- 
cose. 


THE GENERAL PROPERTIES OF RESINS 


may be mentioned as insolubility in 
water, mostly amorphous and opaque, 
odorless and tasteless, when freed from 
associated products; soluble in ether, 
alcohol, chloroform and allied solvents, 
melting point generally between 100 and 
150 degrees C., though in the case of 
copal it is above 200 degrees C. 

The resistance to decomposition was 
clearly proven by a cargo of benzoin 
which was recovered a few years ago 
from a vessel which sunk in 1691. The 
quality was unimpaired and the per cent. 
of benzoic acid was above the normal. 

The classification has been various. 
Liebig separated hard and soft resins, as 
did also Berzelius, who distinguished 
those exuding spontaneously from those 
obtained by extracting with a solvent of 
some kind. 


BEHAVIOR TO ALKALIES. 


Lavoisier in 1806 mentioned the be- 
havior of certain resins to alkalies and the 
fcat of resin being used to give hardness to 
soap, a property which has not been lost 
sight of by modern soap manufacturers. 
Our present knowledge of many resins is 
derived from observations published 
more than 50 years ago, and an anal- 
ysis of benzoin published by Liebig 
in 1840 gives the composition as ben- 
zoic acid, 3 per cent.; four resins, A, 
B, G, and J, 80.8 per cent.; foreign 
matter, 5.2 per cent. 


TSCHIRSCH’S INVESTIGATIONS. 


Fliickiger, in recent years, has added 
much to the knowledge of the history and 
sources of resins, but the work of Pro- 
fessor Tschirsch of Berne, published last 
year, has been the first thorough attempt 
at a classification other than by physical 
properties. 

He divides them into three classes: 
Class 1, Resin Esters (combinations of 
alcokol like bodies with certain acids, 
such as benzoic and cinnamic); 2, Resin 
acids or Resinol acids; 3, Resenes (in- 
different bodies, generally termed resin 
anhydrides). 
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This classification has been aided by 
ultimate analyses of certain resins, which 
show that resinols contain CO or a 
multiple thereof, and resino-tannols (a 
division of resinols) contain one OH 
group. 

The indifferent resenes are not allied 
to hydrocarbons, alcohols, esters, ketones, 
or aldehyde, but more closely resemble 
the aromatic series of hydrocarbons. 


THE TURPENTINE INDUSTRY. 


The resins are largely used in the arts. 
‘Turpentine is the basis of enormous in- 
ustries in our Southern states, appre- 
ciated particularly in view of the possible 
extinction of the forests. 

Early statistica regarding the ‘‘ naval 
stores ’’ industry were quoted, and it was 
Stated that in 1892 260,000 casks of spirits 
of turpentine were produced, 2,500,000 
acres of orchards contributing to this 
amount, the present annual increase of 
consumption requiring the working of 
300,000 acres of virgin forest annually. 

Among the most important members 
of the Pinus family used are Pinus 
palustris, P. echinata, P. taeda and P. 
cubensis, 

The lecture was illustrated with lan- 
tern slides showing the various species of 
pines and the details of the turpentine 
industry in the South. In concluding 
the lecturer said that while the great 
growth of coal tar chemistry had inter- 
fered with the recent work on plant 
principles, the work is being taken up, 
Many small contributions of value are 
constantly appearing and the first prin- 
ciple of importance to be comprehended 
is the necessity of verifying the authen- 
ticity of the specimens before publishing 
definite results. 

The lecture was well attended and 
heartily applauded by the audience, many 
of whom afterward spent some time ex- 
amining the specimens which were ex- 
hibited. 


ee 


Flexible Iodoform Bougies. 


The following formulas appear in a 
recent number of the Pharmaceutical 
Journal asatranslation from the Ant- 
averp Journal of Pharmacy : 





: Parts 
PRE ND iio. Scoksibeeccne be bedbosscwune 10 
eS RES AEE eee eee 24 
Glycerin.......... op cpaeebbebhisayessaweas es 32 
ee SOND. 6: cca hub babeesesced 40 
PS ID S05 ch onthenbvusvaseseseeeebnse 2 


The basis is melted on the water bath, 
the iodoform added, and the liquid aspi- 
rated into glass tubes of the requisite 
diameter, which are then plunged into 
cold water. 


Il. 


Grams 
RS oka G vackua ben Hsckeubasnaaesee 92.5 
Sete pe es Ree oe 5 
istilled water.. | on 
Glycerin......... pOfeach............006. 25 


Make a homogeneous mass and roll out 
on a sheet of glass so as to obtain 40 
bougies 7.5 centimeters long. Try ata 
very moderate temperature. 


III, 


et, EE EEE 
Shredded cacao butter................ 2 grams 
Ap pp See 1 gram 
Oil of sweet onds.. / 

Glycerin et almond ,of each.... .4 drops 


Distilled water...............q.8 (2 to 4 drops) 


Beat into a mass and roll out to the 
desired length on a sheet of glass dusted, 
as requisite, with a little starch powder. 
Bougies made by this formula remain 
flexible for some time. 


PAPERS AT THE P. C. P. 


interesting Programme at a Phar- 
maceutical Meeting of the Phil- 
adelphia College of Pharmacy. 





SURGICAL DRESSINGS AND RECENT PROG- 
RESS IN ANTISEPTICS —- PAN-AMERICA 
AND THE MEDICINAL PRODUCTS OF THE 
PAN AMERICAN REPUBLICS—-PROFESSOR 
REMINGTON TELLS THE STORY OF HIS 
TRIP TO MEXICO—KEBLER’S WORK ON 
SPERMACETI — THE TWO GENERAL 
CLASSES OF EUCALYPTUS —A PAPER BY 
AN AUSTRALASIAN—BLAUD’S PILLS THE 
SUBJECT OF A PAPER BY WM. B, THOMP- 
SON. 





HE regular pharmaceutical meeting 
T of the Philadelphia College of Phar- 
macy was held Wednesday after- 
noon, December 16, 1896, with J. W. 
England in the chair. 


Progress in Surgical Dressings. 


F. B. Kilmer of the firm of Johnson & 
Johnson, New Brunswick, N. J., deliv- 
ered an especially interesting address on 
the subject of ‘‘ Modern Surgical Dress- 
ings.’”’ The speaker denominated the 
present period as the Listerian age of 
surgery and described the evolution of 
surgical dressings during this period. 
The progress has been from antisepsis to 
asepsis, and it was interesting to note 
the differences between modern surgical 
dressings and those made during the early 
years of the period referred to. Formerly 
the dressing was sticky, irritating and 
non-absorbent—entirely opposite in char- 
acter to the products now manufactured. 
The author stated that the fundamental 
principle governing the production of 
surgical dressings was that they should 
be free from all micro-organisms, whether 
these were classed as spathogenic or non- 
pathogenic. The various methods of ster- 
ilization were described, but saturated 
steam unmixed with air has been found 
superior to all other agents. The speaker 
added to the interest of his address by 
showing some of the products of his 
laboratories, among them being micro- 
scopic slides of several kinds of bacilli 
and tubes containing cultures of the 
harmless kinds. 


The Proposed Pan-American Pharmacopeia. 


Prof. J. P. Remington delivered an 
address on the ‘‘ Pan-American Medical 
Congress,’’ the second meeting of which 
was held in thecity of Mexico, November 
16, 1896. The congress was divided into 
sections, each section having special 
work assigned to it. In this way an ex- 
traordinary number of papers were pre- 
sented, which treated of a great variety 
of subjects pertaining to medical science. 
Pharmacy received a full share of atten- 
tion and was represented in two of the 
most important sections of the congress 
—‘‘ The Pan American Pharmacopeeia,”’ 
Professor Remington, chairman, and 
‘“*South American Flora,’’ Prof. H H. 
Rusby, chairman. The object of the 
former was stated to be that of bringing 
about a greater degree of uniformity in 
the classification of the medicinal prod- 
u:ts of the Pan-American republics, not, 
however, with a view to superseding 
the pharmacopceias of the countries hav- 
ing suchastandard. The speaker referred 
to the sumptuous manner in whith the 
delegates were entertained by the offi- 
cials of the Mexican Government and to 
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the cordial welcome which President 
Diaz had extended to them. The next 
meeting of the congress will be held in 
Caracas, Venezuela, in 1899, an invita- 
tion to meet in that city kaving been re- 
ceived from the Venezuelan Government. 


An Examination of Spermaceti. 


‘‘Spermaceti’’ was the subject of a 
carefully prepared paper by Lyman F. 
Kebler. The author contributed an arti- 
cle on this subject about a year ago,* 
but as he could not vouch for the genuine- 
ness of the samples examined, he deter- 
mined to procure, if possible, samples 
the purity of which could not be ques- 
tioned. These were accordingly procured 
and examined, and the results coincided 
with those obtained with the samples 
examined a year ago in every respect, 
with the exception of specific gravity. 
In the former work but one method was 
used for determining the specific gravity, 
while in the latter instance several meth- 
ods were used, and the specific gravity of 
the samples appeared to vary according 
to the method used. 


Red Gum Kino. 


‘‘Murray Red Gum (Eucalyptus ros- 
trata), andits Kino’”’ was the subject of 
an interesting communication by J. H. 
Maiden, Government Botanist at Sydney, 
New South Wales. 

The author divided the members of the 
protean genus Eucalyptus into two gen- 
eral classes, the rough barked varieties 
and the smooth barked varieties. The 
latter have come to be knownas ‘‘ gums ”’ 
or ‘‘gum trees,’ and those having red 
wood as ‘‘red gum.’’ Inasmuch as there 
are several “‘red gums,’’ the name 
‘‘ Murray Red Gum ”’ was applied by the 
writer to Eucalyptus rostrata on account 
of ita great abundance along the Murray 
River. It was stated that red gum kino 
belonged to the ‘‘turbid group’’ of 
kinos. It was obtained by making 
incisions in the trees and collecting the 
exudation, which was about the con- 
sistence of molasses at first, but became 
friable on drying. On an average one 
tree yielded about 2 pounds of kino, this 
product and the timber both being sources 
of revenue for the Government of New 
South Wales. 


A Note on Blaud’s Pills 


‘Wm. B Thompson contributed a paper 
on “ Ferruginous Pills ’ (Blaud’s Pills). 
The writer referred to the variability in 
appearance and composition of this prep- 
aration as found on the market and sug- 
gested a comparative examination of the 
commercial and extemporaneous prepara- 
tions with a view to ascertaining which 
was the more efficacious. He caustically 
questioned the remedial virtues of ferrous 
carbonate as distinguished from the oxi- 
dized compounds said to be formed. 


The Sources of Liquorice 


A paper on ‘‘ The Commercial Sources 
of Liqaorice Root’? was presented by 
H. N. Rittenhouse. Previous to 1870 
Spain was the principal source of supply 
for the United States, but owing to the 
increased consumption of the article in 
this country large quantities have been 
supplied by other countries in recent 
years, namely, Southern Russia, Asia 
Minor (chiefly the province of Anatolia) 
and Syria. The commercial varieties 
were designated by the names of the 
countries from which they were obtained, 
no account being taken of their botanical 





* AMERICAN DrUGGIST, xxvii, 12, p. 371. 
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origin, all of the commercial article being 
from the wild plants. 


Frauds in Japan Wax. 


Charles H. La Wall presented the last 
paper, which was on ‘‘ Adulterated Japan 
Wax.”’ The writer examined 59 cases of 
Japan wax, each containing from 205 to 
225 pounds, and 25 cases were found to 
be adulterated with starchy material to 


the extent of from 20 to 25 per cent. The 
fraud was readily detected with iodine 
test solution; the pure article showing no 
alteration with this reagent. The author 
sought to exempt the wily Mongolian 
from having had a hand in the adultera- 
tion. and stated that the product under 
consideration had been purchased from 
brokers or agents in this country, direct 
importations remaining up to this time 
free from blame, 
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Liquor Iodosini is a solution of iodo. 
sinum containing 0 25 per cent. of iodine. 










Hamonein —Rebling has put on the 
market a nutritive extract consisting 
of an extract of beef to which are 
added such mineral constituents as are 
contained in normal blood, and has given 
to the preparation the name of Himo- 
nein. It is recommended as a tonic and 
reconstructive. 


Plaster Papers.— Fresenius, ina recent 
number of the Pharmaceutische Post, 
recommends the use of plaster papers 
whick he prepares by spreading ordinary 
sticking plaster or soap plaster on 
Japanese silk paper. The result is a very 
adhesive, flexible and durable plaster. It 
is found convenient to cover the plaster 
side of the preparation with mull. 


Acetone Solution of Tar.—Dr. Sack 
(Therap. Monatshefte, 1896, 11) has 
found that both acetone and benzol are 
excellent solvents for coal tar, and rec- 
ommends the use of asolution of coal tar 
in a mixture of 77 parts of acetone and 20 
parts of benzol as an application to the 
skin. The directions are indefinite, how- 
ever, as regards the quantity of tar to be 
contained in the solution; presumably 
the solution is to be a saturated one. 


Formalin in the Treatment of Hyperi- 
drosis.—Dr. Adler uses solutions of for- 
malin for the treatment of excessive per- 
spiration of the feet, making an applica- 
tion of the solation daily on the affected 
parts. The result of this is the forma. 
tion of a dry scurf on the skin, and a 
permanent cure is generally effected in 
about three weeks. Care should be taken 
not to make the application where the 
surface of the skin is broken and to avoid 
inhalation of the formalin fumes, which 
are irritating. 


Creoso-Magnesium is the name applied 
by Romeyer and Testevin to a prepara- 
tion of creosote and magnesia which has 
the advantage of being much more 
agreeable to take and less irritating to 
the stomach than creosote alone. The 
preparation is made as follows: 20 gms. 
of caustic potash are dissolved in 10 gms. 
of distilled water in a porcelain motar, 
an emulsion formed by adding 800 gms. 
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of creosote and finally 170 gms. of calcined 
magnesia added. The mixture gradually 
grows harder and darker, and eventually 
may be pulverized. It contains 80 per 
cent. of creosote, and is most used in pill 
form The best excipient to use is puri- 
fied honey. The preparation does not 
produce any burning taste in the mouth, 
and leaves only a mild and evanescent 
taste of tar behind it. 


The Detection of Alum in Bread.—J. 
Vonderplanken (Ann. de Pharm, Lou- 
vain, 1895, 5) triturates 10 to 20 gms. of 
bread, adds some neutral sodium chloride 
and 10 drops of freshly prepared tincture 
of logwood and 5 gms. of precipitated 
calcium carbonate. He then triturates 
the whole with water, adding sufficient 
water to make the volume measure 100 
ccm. On allowing to stand, the super- 
natant liquid has a grayish blue to deep 
blue color in the presence of alum, but 
turns to a violet red if no alu n be pres- 
ent. The use of calcium carbonate for 
neutralization obviates any error which 
might be introduced by the acidity of old 
or sour bread. Sodium or ammonium 
carbonate do not give satisfactory results, 
since they produce colorations which in- 
terfere with the characteristic reaction. 


Rhamnus Saccharatus.—This is the 
title given by De Vrij to a pharmaceuti- 
cal preparation containing the active 
constituents of Rhammus Frangula. It 
is prepared in the following manner 
(Pharm. Weekblad, No. 27): First de 
termine the quantity of dry extract ob- 
tainable from 100 gms. of Cascara bark 
at least one year old. Since the yield of 
extract varies, it must be determined 
with each new Jot of bark. Then pre- 
pare the dry extract of the bark in vacuo, 
and mix at once with thoroughly dried 
milk sugar in such proportion that the 
total weight of milk sugar and extract 
together will equal the weight of bark 
used. When carefully prepared the re- 
sult is a homogenous light brown powder, 
containing all the active constituents 
present in an equal weight of the bark. 
The powder is somewhat hygroscopic, 
and must therefore be carefully protected 
from atmospheric influences. [Our ex- 
perience in the United States with ab- 
stracts would indicate that such a prepa- 





ration was scarcely likely to become pop- 
ular. The method given for preparing 
abstracts in the U. S. Pharmacopoeia in 
1880 could be applied in preparing this 
preparation with some advantage over 
the method proposed by De Vrij —Eb. 
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Non-Alcoholic Wines.—There has been 
a rapid growth of the total abstinence 
movement in Switzerland of late years, 
and the movement has had an unfavor- 
able effect upon the wine industry of the 
country. Dr H. Miller, professor of 
cenology at Thergau, has been making 
experiments with a view to introducing 
what might be termed alcohol free wine. 
This consists of unfermented grape juice 
which is preserved in sterilized bottles. 
Professor Miller claims that these wines 
are much more satisfactory as to yield 
than those made by fermentation, since 
they are not so subject to the untoward 
influences which sometimes result in the 
total destruction of large quantities of 
wine, either from acetification or from 
some other form of deterioration to 
which wines are subject. The unfer- 
mented wines have also the advantage 
that they retain all the delicate aroma of 
the grapes. 


Bromosinum and Iodosinum are the 
names given by Dr. Paulmann to the al- 
bumen compounds with the respective 
haloids named. These compounds are 
produced as a result of the work of Dr. 
F. Blum of Frankfort, who undertook a 
systematic study of the halogen com- 
pounds with albumen. As a result of his 
studies Dr. Blum states (Miinch. Med. 
Wochenschr., 1896, 45) that when iodine, 
bromine or chlorine are allowed to act on 
albumen in the cold or at a moderate 
heat the greater quantity of the halogen 
extracts hydrogen from the albumen and 
forms the hydride of the particular 
halogen used. This acid then acts upon 
the remainder of the albumen until its 
acidity is completely satisfied, the resi- 
due giving all the reactions of a free 
mineral acid, the congo red reaction, the 
phloroglucin-vanillin reaction, etc. 

A definite proportion of the halogen 
used, however, forms a wholly different 
compound with the albumen. Physio- 
logical experiments with the iodine com- 
pound give indications of its value in 
parenchymatous goitre, tetmus, and 
myxodemia. The bromine albumen 
compound is used in epilepsy with good 
effect. The chlorine albumen compound 
is used in various gastric derangements 
with satisfactory results. As noted in 
another part of this paper the names 
bromosinum and iodosinum have been 
given to the iodine and bromine com- 
pounds. 


Dried Yolk of Egg as an Ointment 
Base.—Owing to the large demand for 
egg albumen in the manufacture of albu- 
men paper which has been brought abont 
by the popularization of photography the 
egg albumen factories have been com- 
pelled to cast about for some means of 
disposing of the yolks of the eggs. 
These at one time found an outlet in the 
tanning of soft leather, but introduction 
of the chrome tanning process of Hein- 
zerling has displaced them in that field. 
In casting about for some new method of 
utilizing the yolk Ludwig Bernegau 
(Pharm. Centralh., Oct. 29, 1896, 729) hit 
upon the expedient of utiJizing the dried 
yolk as an addition to nutritive prepara- 
tions, such as kola pepton cakes, dried 
soups, beans, peas, etc. He also prepared 
from the yolk a form of artificial butter, 
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and recalling the fact that when taking a 
Russian bath at Moscow the attendant 
had massaged his scalp with the yolk of 
an egg Bernegau made experiments in 
the line of cosmetic applications of the 
dried yolk, and the results justified his 
anticipations. After many experiments 
he found the following formula yielded 
satisfatory results as a toilet cream : 
Preserved yolk of egg, 1 part; benzoated 
olive oil, 1 part; purified wvol fat, 1 
part; perfume to taste. To this prepara- 
tion he gives the name “* vitellin cream.”’ 


cadimpeen: 
New Method of Preparing Pepsin. 


If avery active gastric juice be dialyzed 
with water a precipitate forms within 24 
hours, which by continued dialysis is, for 
the most part, again redissolved. The 
cloudiness can again be produced by ad- 
dition of hydrochloric acid to the liquid, 
which by dialysis will have become al- 
most neutral. The most pronounced re- 
sults are obtained by the presence of 0 02 
per cent. of hydrochloric acid. The sub- 
stance which causes the turbidity is a 
very active pepsin, and was found by 
Pekelharing (Zeitscript f. physiol. Chem., 
1896, p. 231) to be present in gastric juice 
prepared artificially from the mucous 
membrane of the stomach of the pig, the 
dog, and the calf as well as in a solution 
of commercial pepsin. In order to carry 
out a more careful investigation the mu- 
cous membrane of tke :tomach of ten 
hogs was chopped up and digested for 
five days with six litres of 05 per cent. 
hydrochloric acid at a temperature of 37 
degrees C. This was then filtered by aid 
of a pump through paper pulp, and the 
filtrate dialyzed for 24 hours in a parch- 
ment bag in astream of water. The pre- 
cipitate was then separated by means of 
a centrifuge, digested for an hour with 
30 to 40 ccm. of a 0.2 per cent. of hy- 
drochloric acid, at a temperature of 37 
degrees C., and dialyzed with distilled 
water. A fine granular precipitate im- 
mediately separates out, which upon long 
continued dialysis is, for the greater part, 
redissolved. It is again produced by the 
addition of hydrochloric acid. It is ad- 
visable to continue the dialysis for 15 to 
20 hours, and then to filter the contents 
of the dialyzer. The precipitate is again 
dissolved in 0.2 per cent. of hydrochloric 
acid, filtered and dialyzed again for 15 
to 20 hours. The precipitate thus ob- 
tained is then washed with a small quan- 
tity of distilled water, pressed between 
— paper and dried over sulphuric 
acid. 

A large part of the active substance re- 
mains, however, in the original dialyzed 
gastric fiuid. For at least partial sep+ra- 
tion the gastric fluid must be concentrat- 
ed and treated with lead acetate and 
ammonia, followed by the ure of the cen- 
trifuge. The resulting precipitate is col- 
lected on a filter and decomposed by an 
excess Of oxalic acid solution. After 24 
to 36 hours’ dialysis of the filtrate the 
precipitate is separated out by the cen- 
trifuge, digested in 0.2 per cent. bydro- 
chloric acid and then treated as above. 

The substance dried over sulphuric acid 
can be easily triturated, forming a fine, 
yellowish, scarcely hydroscopic powder. 
It is not appreciably soluble in water, but 
is soluble in diluted sodium chloride soln- 
tion and in various diluted acids, being 
most soluble at the temperature of the 
body. The result is a very unstable 
albuminous body, containing about 1 per 
cent. of phosphorus. If the clear acid 


solution be heated over a flame, there is 


thrown out a nucleo proteid which is in- 
soluble in acid solutions, an albuminous 
substance containing phosphorus which 
is easily soluble in warm alcohol and an 
albumose. 

The question now presents itself wheth- 
er this body possesses the action of pep- 
sin, only becau-e the enzyme is carried 
with it mechanically, or whether it should 
be considered as being the pure pepsin 
itself. According to Pekelharing several 
grounds exist for believing that the sub- 
stance is really pepsin itself. 





Dispensing Notes.* 
By Haroutp Wyatt, JR., Pa.Ca. 
CREOSOTAL OR CREOSOTE CARBONATE, 


from its insolubility in most menstrua, 
except strong alcohol, can only be given in 
a mixture emulsified with gum or some 
similar emulsifier. The following for- 
mula I have found give a good mixture, 
in which the slight taste of creosote in 
the creosotal is well disguised: 
CROOBOERL . os xe snvscessnwasceccsveeees 80 grains, 
3 drachuus. 
TB ccc cvcccecccseseces ....4 ounce, 
Syrup of tolu oeeee- 4g OUNCE. 
WEOEEG WOranekavetbawsscussceasavacedn 4 ounces, 
Melt the creosotal, pour it on the gum 
in a warm mortar, mix well, add the 
rum, and then water little by little, until 
an emulsion is formed, make up to 3!4 
ounces, and add the syrup last of all. 





GUAIACOL CARBONATE 


can be dispensed in like manner, using 
3 drams of lump sugar to rub down the 
guaiacol <arbonate and finely divide it 
before adding the gum. The mortar need 
not be heated at all in this case. 


GUAIACOL, 


This is usually luvked upon as insoluble 
in water, or nearly so, but my experience 
of the varying solubility of samples of 
creosote, coupled with a recent note 
from Mr. Hanson, a member of this asso- 
ciation, to the Chemist and Druggist, 
stating that guaiacol is soluble in water 
prompted me to ascertain to what extent 
guaiacol may be said to be soluble in 
water. I find that with a guaiaccl of 
1.124 specific gravity 1 partis soluble in 
70 parts of water at 15.5 C, so that for 
all practical purposes not more than 48 
minims will dissolve in 8 ounces of water. 
If larger doses are to be administered 
they may be given in capsules, but the 
guaiacol should then be mixed with some 
fixed oil, as it rapidly dissolves the hard 
gelatin capsules used in dispensing. 


SYRUP OF TOLU. 


The long briling of the balsam of tolu 
in making the syrup by the B. P. process 
in my opinion cannot fail to dissipate 
many of the volatile constituents of the 
balsam, and so tends to lessen the amount 
of flavor in the finished product. 

Whilst in France I became acquainted 
with a rapid way of preparing a syrup 
superior: to that made by the B. P. pro- 
cess, and one which keeps indefinitely. 
It isnot by any means an entirely new 
idea, having been originated by Yvon, 
the well-known French pharmacist, some 
years ago, but its utility, and the fact 
that it is not practiced to any extent by 
English pharmacists, are my excuses for 
bringing it forward. 

The balsam of tolu is powdered ina 

* Read ata meeting of the Liverpool Chem- 


ists’ Association and printed in the Pharmaceu- 
tical Journal. 
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mortar and then rubbed with four times 
its weight of well washed coarse sand, 
heated so that the hand can just bear 
the heat. The particles of sand become 
coated with the tolu, and the powder so 
formed is treated with successive portions 
of water at about 120 to 140 degrees F. 
(50 to 69 C.), in which the sugar is after- 
ward dissolved with as little heat as 
possible. The advantage in the use of 
sand is that the tolu is exposed to the 
action of the water over a large surface, 
and must consequently be quite as well 
exhausted as by boiling, without the 
danger of the benzine taste sometimes 
noticed in the syrup when prepared by 
boiling. 


SPIRIT OF SAL VOLATILE. 


In looking at the method for making 
this given in the pharmacopceia it has 
often struck me that the process of dis- 
tillation renders it almost prohibitive to 
ordinary pharmacists, and that if an 
alternative could be devised yielding as 
good a product, but not necessitating the 
use of a still, it would be an all round 
advantage. For some three or four years 
I have been using for flavoring purposes 
what is known as concentrated or ter- 
peneless oil of lemon, and from its utility 
and strength 1 thought it might with ad- 
vantage be used in making spirit of sal 
volatile so as to avoid distillation—a 
process generally conceded to be any- 
thing but improving to citrine odors. 
Accordingly I made a batch of spirit of 
sal volatile, without distillation, with a 
soluble oil of nutmeg, and in place of the: 
6'4 drams of oil of lemon to the gallon, 
as ordered in the Pharmacopceia, I em- 
ployed 20 minims of a concentrated oil of 
lemon, said to be 20 or 30 times the 
strength of the ordinary oil. The result- 
ing spirit was miscible with water, was 
of good flavor, and the nutmeg did not 
appear to predominate. The specific 
gravity was 0.896, and the process fol- 
lowed was exactly that of the Pharma- 
copoeia, minus distillation. The concen- 
trated oil of lemon had a specific gravity 
of 0.900 at 15.5 C. I may say that for all 
perfumery purposes I find this terpene- 
less oil absolutely useless in consequence 
of its volatility, and this even when 
mixed with the usual bodies employed 
for giving permanency to volatile odors. 
However, for liqueurs and syrups itis 
very superior to ordinary lemon oil, as 
it does not change nor develop any tere- 
binthinate odor on keeping 


—_~.—_— 
Aluminum—A Warning. 


A correspondent of the Lancet writes 
to that paper warning its readers against 
the use of instruments of aluminum. He 
says: 

‘‘T was using an aluminum spatula 
the other day for transferring small por- 
tions of different powders to test tubes, 
and having wiped it clean had laid it 
down. Ina few minutes’ time I noticed 
it had become covered with what closely 
resembled a white growth, and although 
I removed this it formed once more. 
When carefully examined this white de- 
posit was seen to consist of a brush-like 
mass of filaments radiating in all direc- 
tions, not unlike hyphe of a vegetable 
growth, standing erect on the flat surface 
of the blade. This continued to grow 
quite visibly, but at length overbalanced 
and crumbled to a bulky white powder, 
which qualitative analysis proved to con- 
sist of alumina. A few experiments soon 
indicated that mercuric iodide had been 

















the initial cause of this, as this substance 
at once produced a similar result with 
another piece of aluminum. I next tried 
various salts of mercury, including the 
two chlorides, the nitrate, sulphate and 
oxide, and found that they all had more 
or less the same effect. Indeed, a minute 
globule of the metal was sufficient to 
start the ‘growth.’ The reason of this 
curious action would seem to be that 
mercury is deposited in the metallic con- 
dition on the aluminum, forming an 
amalgam, which at once acts on the 
moisture present in the air or on the 
surface of the metal to form alumina and 
liberate hydrogen. The mercury being 
again set free by this reaction once more 
attacks the aluminum, thereby prolong- 
ing and increasing the action indefinitely. 
A small strip of this metal, weighing 
half a gramme, was left in contact with 
powdered mercuric chloride for about a 
couple of minutes, then well washed and 
dried with a cloth. Action at once pro- 
ceeded, and after an hour the aluminum 
was again thoroughly washed, dried and 
then weighed. The loss in this interval 
of time amounted to a little over 8 per 
cent. of the total weight; in fact, the 
strip had been perforated in several 
paces. The action is so curious as to be 
well worth repeating by any of those in- 


terested.’’ 
Se ——— 


Some Good Expectorants and 
Cough Remedies. 

The following formule have been 
thoroughly tested by Dr. James K. Crook 
of New York in hospital and private 
practice, and may be trusted to render 
good service in properly selected cases 
(Med. Rec ): 

: 


FOR IRRITATIVE COUGHS. 


PCD OMONID ss occhawGccua sseuescesies sd gr. Xx 
FUL. UV OP TEINS, 0 o0,500000065 60600000 gr. xx 
PINON INN ss cacuneuyailesseueenacseaueues'es 3ij 


Divide into 20 powders. One to be 
taken at one, two or three hour in- 
tervals, 

II. 
FOR SAME OF MORE OBSTINATE CHARACTER, 


ROUOOUIINDS <i ais sous es ccuaeebobee sues 

Codeinze sulphatis 

se 

Divide into 20 powders. One to be 
taken every two, three or four hours, 








III. 
WHEN AN EXPECTORANT EFFECD IS DESIRED. 
Extracti glycyrrhizie...........06. eateinevale 3j 
Phenacetine...... . 
Ammonii muriatis.. 


BAGUISAND I coos favascacrtccncvecoesasuon 


Divide into 20 powders. One powder 
to be taken ina little water every two, 
three or four hours. 


IV. 
A GOOD STIMULATING EXPECTORANT FOR 
ADULTS. 
Apomorph. hydrochloratis............... gr j 
SPR, MOOR OURIAOS s 6.6 5 0.5000cs00% se0cseces ce 3ij 
Syr. tolutani zi 
Aquee dest. q. s. ad Ziij 





A teaspoonful five times daily at four- 
hour intervals, Shake. 


Vv. 


A GOOD STIMULATING EXPECTORANT FOR 
EVERY DAY BRONCHIAL AND PHTHISICAL 


COUGHS. 
ASTRA AUPIANAR,, 6s o.0550.s'60.000sececvese'e 3ij 
Tincture opii Camphorate............0006 
Spiritus chloroformi...........6.... 0000+ 
Syr. ipecacuamhse G8.........ccccsseccceees 3 ij 


Syr. prun. Virginiane, q.s. ad... ........ Ziij 


A teaspoonful every three or four 
hours. Shake. 
VI. 


FOR WEAK AND FRUITLESS COUGHS WITH 
LOSS OF BRONCHIAL POWER. 


AmMon. carbonatis.........+.sceccssccsece 34 
MMi OMMUMEIL o's a.sie e's aie's.0iv'e:s'sici. 6isn'e's.namee'c 3ij 
BER MOOI oes css aca'ssasiisinsie'eesusawsesieie 
Spiritus vini gallici ae a 
Syr. simplicis 44..........00-+0+ 





BOSS ACR so can scone g's scid vaisciaidesnaswisanwae's 3 iij 


A teaspoonful ina little water every 
two, three or four hours. 


Vil. 
FOR ASTHMATIC AND EMPHYSEMATOUS COUGHS. 


Spiritus setheris compositi................ Ziv 
ROAR ONAN a ales psa Siang sis didlewieia, a e.n'ss sn by 
Ammon. muriatis AH............ccscccceeee 3ij 
Codeine sulphatis............scce-seeeres gr. ij 
BYP. COMMANL. 6 66655505 ss. cceescccsedeveceee Ziv 
AAAS UO weiss ocd rsews siciaicesicesincvaadeass's 3 iij 


A teaspoonful every two, three or four 
hours. 


VIII, 
FOR RECURRING BRONCHITIS OR WINTER 
COUGH. 
MOMOMEN OL isie 5s saicleisisemieabloasiesbajeddanacieess 3vj 
Oil eucalypt.............. pe aisiain ei Walsieinaict's 3ij 


Ten to 15 drops on a little sugar every 
three or four hours. 
Cee eset 
An Examination of Podophyllum. 


Podophyllum emodi has recently en- 
gaged the attention of the Imperial Insti- 
tute chemists, and the results of their in- 
vestigations are thus summarized in the 
Pharmaceutical Journal: T. A. Henry 
has obtained from 9.06 to 12.03 per cent. 
of resin from specimens of this drug, as 
compared with 4.17 to 5 4 per cent. from 
specimens of Podophyllum peltatum. 
The ‘‘ podophyllin ”’ from the Indian drug 
is described by Mr. Dunstan as being 
much lighter in color than that from the 
American variety, the explanation offered 
being that it contains 30 per cent. of a 
colorless crystalline substance ‘“‘ podo- 
phyllotoxin,’’ while the commercial 
American resin contains on an average 
about 20 per cent. only. Since Dr. H. 
W. G. Mackenzie of St. Thomas’s Hospi- 
tal asserts that the two resins are identical 
in their medicinal effects, it is claimed, 
though no evidence is offered on this 
point, that ‘‘ podophyllotoxin’’ can no 
longer be regarded as the chief active 
principle of the resin. Indeed, Duns‘an 
assumes that the Indian drug is a more 
satisfactory source of the resin. This is 
the most novel part in the paper, for 
with regard to Henry’s determinations 
it may be observed that he has appar- 
ently done no_more than confirm the re- 
sults publish y Dymock and Hooper 
and those of J. C. Umney. 

The term ‘ podophyllotoxin”’’ is the 
cause of some slight confusion. The 
amorphous ‘“ podophyllotoxin’’ of Pod- 
wissotski consisted, as he thought, of a 
neutral crystalline principle ‘‘ picropodo- 
phyllin ’’ combined with or dissolved in 
** picropodophyllic acid,’’ while he also 
found inactive ‘‘ podophyllic acid ”’ in the 
resin. ‘‘ Picropodophyllin’’ was found 
by him to be inactive in the free state, 
owing to its insolubility, but in combina- 
tion with, or solution in, ‘‘ picropodo- 
phyllic acid ’’ it proved extremely active. 
J. C. Umney confirmed these results and 
pointed out that since Podwissotski’s 
supposition—that the activity of podo- 
phyllin resin is dependent on the amount 
of ‘‘ piciopodophyllin ’’ it contains, com- 
bined with ‘‘picrodophyllic acid ’’— 
seemed to be justified by facts, it was un- 
desirable toemploy P. emodi as an alter- 
native source for the preparation of the 
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officila resin, because the product would 
contain only about half the quantity of 
crystalline ‘‘ picropodophyllin’’ found 
in the resin obtained from P. peltatum. 
Kiirsten’s results, which were of con- 
siderable importance, had apparently 
been overlooked by Umney. Podwissct- 
ski’s amorphous ‘‘ podophyllotoxin 
yielded, in Kiirten’s hands, another 
crystalline body of great physiological 
activity, which occurred in the root em- 
ployed to the extent of about 0.2 per cent., 
and to which he suggested the name 
‘‘ nodophyllotoxin ’’ should be restricted. 
The question that now naturally suggests 
itself is, What is the body to which 
Dunstan applies the term ‘‘ podophyllo- 
toxin?’’ All that can be gathered from 
the scanty statement of results published 
in the Imperial Institute Journal is that 
the term is applied to a ‘‘ colorless crys- 
talline substance,’’ and con: erning this 
more information will be desirable. Can 
it be the acknowledged inactive *‘ podco- 
phyllic acid’ which Umney found to be 
present to the extent of 30.8 per cent. in 
the resin of P. emodi and only 69 yer 
cent. in the American resin? But if so, 
why call it ‘‘ podophyllotoxin,” and 
speak of it as having been regarded as 
the ‘‘ chief active principle of the resin ? 
Another point on which many on cur 
readers will be curious is the reason why 
a research of direct pharmaceutical in- 
terest commenced in the Pharmaceutical 
Society’s Research Laboratory should 
now be credited to the Imperial Institute. 


i o> ——- 


A Note on the Estimation of 
Quinine.* 
By Davip Howarp. 

Since the publication of the last British 
Pharmacoyceia great progress has been 
made in the attainment of greater accu- 
racy in testing the salts of quinine. and, 
moreover, the altered conditions of the 
supply of cinchona bark have rendered 
it easy to deliver quinine of a far higher 
purity than formerly. Instead of succi- 
rubra bark containing a mixed alkaloid of 
which not one-half was quinine, the stape 
raw material is now the Java ledgeriara 
bar, giving an almost pure sulphate of 
quinine. ; 

I propose, then, to sum up briefly the 
results of the work of the eminent chem- 
ists who have devoted so much skill to 
the subject, and if I do not in all cases 
give reference to the work of Dr. Paul, 
of the veteran quinologist Dr. de Vrij, 
of Dr. Hesse, whose work as a quinol- 
ogist the Pharmaceutical Society has so 
rightly honored, and of many others, it 
is by no means with the intention, of 
claiming their results as my own, but 
rather of recognizing that their work has 
already become classic. 

It may, perhaps, seem remarkable that 
there should be much difficulty in the 
matter. The great difference is solubility 
between the sulphate of quinine and of 
the other cinchona alkaloids and the 
ready crystallization from either of cin- 
chonidine, quinidine and cinchonine 
would seem to make the matter a very 
easy one, but the obstinacy with which 
quinine and cinchonidine from more or 
less definite compounds when crystalliz- 
ing together, as sulphates from water and 
as alkaloids from ether, renders the prob- 
lem by no means easy of solution. 

LIEBIG’S TEST. 

The original test proposed by Liebig— 

viz., shaking the sulphate of quinine with 


*Read at a meeting of the British Pharma- 
ceutical Society. 
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ether and ammonia—will pass as pure a 
Sulphate containing upward of 10 per 
cent. of sulphate of cinchonidine. The 
ammonia test invented by Dr. Kerner, 
which either in its original form or with 
modifications is the mo:t widely adopted 
of any, can only give empirical results, 
owing to the difficulty of dissolving out 
sulphate of cinchonidine when combined 
with sulphate of quinine. 

This difficulty is the more serious as 
the crystallization of sulphate of quinine 
from an impure solution is never homo- 
geneous, the salt deposited varying ac- 
cording to the temperature. This has 
been carefully worked out by M. Prunier 
(J. Pharm. Chimie [5], v., 23, 265). 

If the strong solution is slowly cooled 
quinine sulphate of approximate purity 
crystallizes out till the temperature 
reaches 50 degrees C. Below that tem- 
perature cinchonidine sulphate contami- 
nate; the sulphate of quinine in an in- 
creasing ratio. 


KERNER’S TEST, 


It follows, therefore, that when quinine 
is tested by Dr. Kerner’s test, as pre- 
scribed in the Pn Ger., II, by shaking 
with cold water, a solution is obtained of 
the outside of the crystals of the mixed 
suphate, and specially of those last depos- 
ited, and the more rapidly the salt has 
b2en crystallized in the factory the more 
completely the quinine and cinchodine 
sulphates will have crystallized together, 
and therefore the purer the mixture will 
appear to be. 

To obviate this difficulty the sulphate 
may be effloresced by heat and the in- 
terior of the crystals thus exposed to the 
solvent. The U.S. P. has adopted this 
method. Again, the sulphate may be 
treated with hot water and the mixture 
after sufficient digestion and shaking 
cooled down and maintained at the nor- 
mal temperature with frequent agitation 
till the danger of supersaturation is 
over. This last is the method adopted 
in the ‘‘ Codex Frangais.’’ The careful 
researches of Drs. Hesse and Weller 
show that 60 degrees C. is the most 
effectual temperature to use; if heated 
above that point, and especially if en- 
tirely dissolved as proposed by M. Pru- 
nier, all the difficulties of the uncertainty 
of the composition of the crystals depos. 
ited are very much intensified. 

The Ph. Ger., III, combines both these 
alterations of the ammonia test; it 
directs that the sulphate shall be exsic- 
cated, then heated with water and cooled. 

I have dwelt somewhat at length on 
these difficulties, because after all they 
are common to all the more modern 
methods of testing, whether the cinchoni- 
dine is estimated by the ammonia required 
to make aclear solution when added to 
the aqueous solution of the sulphate or 
by the behavior of the solution with 
oxalates or chromates or carbonates, or 
by crystallization of the alkaloid from 
ether. 


DE VRIJ AND HESSE’S METHOD 


There is another method of analysis 
proposed by Dr. de Vrij and Dr. Hesse, 
which depends en crystallizing the qui- 
nine as far as possible as bisulphate and 
estimating the cinchonidine remaining in 
the mother liquor by shaking with ether 
and ammonia; unfortunately, although 
the cinchonidine almost entirely remains 
in the mother liquor, owing to the great 
solubility of the acid sulphate of quinine, 
the solution contains so much quinine 
that the cinchonidine largely remains 
dissolved in the ethereal solution. In 


order to obtain accurate results by this 
method a sufficient quantity of the sul- 
phate of quinine must be taken to allow 
the solution separated from the first crop 
of crystals to be evaporated to a small 
bulk, again crystallized, and the mother 
liquor carefully separated from the 
crystal by a filter pump and shaken with 
ether and ammonia. If a complete 
analysis is required the crystals of im- 
pure cinchonidine should be dissolved in 
absolute spiritand 2.1ccm of 50 percent. 
sulphuric acid for each gram of crystal 
added. The cinchondine will then crys 
tallize out almost entirely as tetra-sul- 
phate, and by neutralizing the mother 
liquor and evaporating off the spirit the 
quinine may be obtained as sulphate. 
The ethereal solution still containing cin- 
chonidine should be evaporated, the alka- 
loid crystallized as bisulphate and the 
mother liquor again treated with ether 
and ammonia. These last operations are, 
however, hardly necessary in practice, 
for when this test is carefully carriei 
out the quinine crystallizing with the 
cinch ynidine very nearly balances the cin- 
ch nidine dissolved by the ethereal solu- 
tion of quinine. The large quantities that 
must be taken to carry out the process 
render it unfit for ordinary analysis, and 
thus, although the separation of the cin- 
chonidine as bisulphate is far more per- 
fect than that with the neutral salt, it is 
necessary for an official process to fall 
bick upon the separation of the neutral 
sulphates, and we will now proceed to 
consider the advantages and disadvan- 
tages of the methods of analysis already 
mentioned. 


PRECAUTIONS NECESSARY IN USING THE 
AMMONIA TEST. 


If the ammonia test be adopted after a 
preliminary heating of the quinine sul- 
phate with water, the greatest care must 
be taken to avoid imperfect deposition of 
the dissolved quinine; if proper precau- 
tions are not taken the result will show 
an apparent excess of impurities. An- 
other difficulty may arise which I have 
not seen noticed. If sulphate of quinine 
ba crysta!lized from a solution to which 
as much quinine alkaloid has been added 
as the boiling solution will retain, the 
crystal will carry down a portion of the 
excess of base, and a portion will remain 
in the solution and cause it to take much 
more solution of ammonia to re-dissolve 
the quinine at first precipitated than 
would otherwise be the case. The crystal 
from this solution similarly gives a solu- 
tion when treated for the ammonia test 
that requires an excess of ammonia far 
exceeding the amount @hat an exactly 
neutral salt would require. 


EFFECT OF THE PRESENCE OF ALKALINE 
SULPHATES 


Oa the other hand, the presence ofa 
very small quantity of sulphate of am- 
monia or of sulphate of soda greatly 
diminishes the solubility of sulphate of 
quinine. A solution containing 0.5 per 
cent of either salt retains so little quinine 
sulphate as hardly to precipitate with 
ammonia. It is true that neither of these 
conditions ought to be found in commer- 
cial sulphate of quinine, but they should 
be watched for, especially the latter. 
They may, however, very readily obtain 
in testing thesulphate formed from alka- 
loid or other salts as directed by various 
pharmacopoeias in testing their purity. 
None of the other methods adopted to 
test the cold aqueous solution obtained in 
a quinine test seem to afford any advan- 
tage over the ammonia test with its re- 
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cent improvements. The last proposed 
is that of Dr. Kublé, and I would recom- 
mend the study of the comments of Dr. 
Hesse (Archiv d Pharmacie, 234 Bd., 3. 
Heft) and of Dr. Weller (Pharmaceutische 
Zeitung, 1896, No. 28) as effectually prov- 
ing that it has no advantages over the 
older test and great disadvantages of its 
own. 
THE ETHER TEST. 


With the ether test the case is different. 
If asolution is prepared from quinine, as 
directed in the 1885 Ph. B., itis quite true, 
as shown by Dr. Paul, that many of the 
defects I have spoken of will be present. 
The addition of acid as directed fails to 
keep the cinchonidine more than partially 
in solution, and though the difficulty of 
getting a solution exactly saturated ata 
fixed temperature is avoided, the diffi- 
culty of crystallizing the cinchonidine 
from ether in the presence of quinine is 
a grcat disadvantage 


ADVANTAGES OF THE ETHER TEST. 


The remarks of M. Prunier, to which 
attention has already been called, point 
out, however, a direction in which yreat 
advantages can be obtained from the ether 
test which are impossible with any other. 
He has shown that ifa solution of impure 
sulphate of quinine is cooled down slowly 
to 50 degrees C., and maintained at that 
temperature with frequent agitation for 
some time, a very large proportion of the 
quinine is crystallized, usually containing 
not more than 2 per cent. of cinchonidine. 
If it be then filtered at that temperature 
the solution wiil contain within 2 per 
cent. of the total cinchonidine. If it be 
then evaporated to a small bulk and the 
magma obtained, shaken with just 
enough ether and ammonia to produce a 
momentary solution, a crystallization 
will form which bears a definite relation 
to the cinchonidire contained in the 
original sample. It is true that the whole 
of the cinchonidine present is not con- 
tained in the crystal, but if the crystal 
does not amount to more than 2 per cent. 
of the sulphate very little more can be 
obtained by re-crystallization. If it ex- 
ceeds that amount it is desirable to repeat 
the process with the sulphate crystallized 
at 50 degrees in any case where it is re- 
quired to havea full comparison of the 
contained impurities. As is always the 
case when cinchonidine crystallizes from 
ether in the presence of quinine, it will 
contain from 20 to 30 per cent. of quinine, 
according to the proportions of the two 
alkaloids in the solution. 

On the other hand, ethereal solution of 
quinine will dissolve a proportion of the 
cinchonidine considerably in excess of 
the normal solubility of the alkaloid in 
ether. 


RESULTS VITIATED BY THE PRESENCE OF 
HYDROQUININE, 


As far as my experience goes, although 
the relation between the weight of the 
crystals obtained by this test and the 
proportion contained in the quinine is 
empirical, the results are more certain 
than those of the ammonia test, unless 
the latter be carried out by most expe- 
rienced operators. There is one differ- 
ence between the two tests which should 
be noted. The ether test gives no indi- 


cation of the presence of hydroquinine. 
This little known alkaloid is generally 
present in commercial sulphate of quinine 
to the extent of from 2 to4 per cent. The 
sulphate is intermediate in solubility be- 
tween that of quinine and that of cin- 
chonidine, and the presence of it ina 

















mixture increases the ammonia required, 
but in a less degree than does cinchoni- 
dine. It is not, as far asI know, ever 
present in quantities above those given 
above, and there seems no special reason 
to guard against its presence, or to re- 
gard it as aboat half as objectionable as 
cinchonidine, which is the etfect of the 
ammonia test. 


ESTIMATION OF HYDROQUININE. 


If it be desired to estimate it, the alka- 
loid dissolved in the ether in the modifi- 
cation of the bisulphate test that I have 
described in the foregoing pages may be 
dissolved in an excess of dilute sulphuric 
acid, and the solution treated at 0 degrees 
C. with a 4 per cent. solution of perman- 
ganate of potash, added drop by drop 
with constant stirring till the solution, 
when filtered, only slowly decolors the 
permanganate solution. The manganese 
oxyd is then filtered and washed and the 
solution treated with etherand ammonia, 
the alkaloid washed out of the ether with 
dilute sulphuric acid, and the acid solu- 
tion neutralized and crystallized. 


THE AMMONIA TEST TOO SEVERE, 


There is one case in which the ammonia 
test offers great advantages, that isifa 
test is required for pure sulphate of 
quinine; for that the test of the Ph. Ger., 
II, answers admirably. It is, however, 
a grave question if it is wise to insist on 
the.use of the pure salt in pharmacy. To 
obtain it increases the expense greatly 
beyond the proportion of impurities re- 
moved, and those impurities are not only 
innocuous, but have the same therapeutic 
effects as quinine, though seemingly in a 
lower degree. The result of an over- 
severe test is that a second quality is 
offered in the market, which is habitually 
used. In Germany the Ph. Ger., II, is 
far more used than the Ph. Ger., UII. It 
is far more effective to have a standard 
which can be, and-is, insisted on. 


Pharmacopeeia Tests. 
SULPHATE DE QUININE. 


[Extract from ‘‘ Codex Frangais,” 1884.] 

Take 2 gm. of sulphate of quinine and 
mix in a stoppered tube with 20 ccm. of 
distilled water, shaking briskly so as to 
suspend the salt in the liquid; keep the 
tube during half an hour plunged in hot 
water shaken from time to time. Allow 
to cool completely in the air, and then in 
a water bath at a temperature of 15 de- 
grees, in which the tube should be kept 
for half an hour, with frequent shaking. 
Filter the contents through a small Ber- 
zelius filter. 

Measure in a graduated pipette 5 ccm. 
of the clear liquid, place in a tube, and 
add 7 ccm. of ammonia solution, sp. gr., 
960, mixing the two liquids as little as 
possible in the process. Place the stopper 
in the tube and invert it gently. A clear 
mixture should then be obtained imme- 
diately or very quickly, and should re- 
main clear for 24 hours. A persistent 
turbidity or the formation of crystals in 
the liquid, which is clear at first, show 
the presence of an undue proportion of 
alkaloids other than quinine. 


CHININUM SULFURICUM. 
[Extract from “ i ae Germanica,” 
882]. 


Grammatis duobus chinini sulfurici 
calore 15° cum centimetris cubicis viginti 
aque conquassatis post semihoram centi- 
metros cubicos quinque in tubulum ex- 
aint gen filtra; quo facto paullatim 
iquorem ammonii caustici adde, donec 
chininum expulsum rursus solatum erit. 


Ad quod efficiendum qua opus fuerit 
copia liquoris ammonii caustici centi- 
metros cubicos septem ne excedat. 


CHININUM SALFURICUM. 


{Extract from “* Pharmacopoeia Germanica,” 
1890, Third Edition.] 

Two gm. quinine sulp. which has been 
fully dried at 40 to 50 degrees are treated 
in a tube with 20 ccm. of distilled water, 
and maintained for half an hour with 
frequent shaking at a temperature of 60 
to 65 degrees in a water bath. The tube 
is then placed in water at 15 degrees and 
allowed to stand, with frequent shaking, 
for two hours. It is then filtered and 5 
cem. of the filtrate at 15 degrees placed 
inadry tube and mixed with ammonia 
solution at 15 degrees until the precipi- 
tate is re-dissolved. The amount of am- 
monia solution necessary should not 
amount to more than 4 ccm. 


SOLFATO DI CHININA. 


[Extract from “ Italian Pharmacopwia,” 1492.] 

Two gm of sulphate of quinine are 
first dried at 40 to50 degrees, then shaken 
in alittle flask with 20 ccm. of water and 
kept on the water bath at a temperature 
of 100 degrees; after half an hour the 
flask is taken out and water added to 
replace that which has evaporated. The 
flask is then left for half an hour, and 
then placed ina bath at 15 degrees, where 
it is left fora further period of half an 
hour, care being taken to shake fre- 
quently. The contents are then filtered, 
and 5 ccm. of the filtrate placed ina grad- 
uated tube and treated with 7 ccm. of 
ammonia, 0.960, should yield a clear solu- 
tion. 

QUININE SULPHAS. 
{Extract from the ‘‘ United States Pharma- 
copeeia,” 1893. ] 

If 2 gm. of the salt (which must have 
been previously ascertained to be strictly 
neutral to litmus paper, or have been 
rendered so) be dried, as far as possible, at 
100 degrees C. (212 degrees F..) the residue 
then agitated with 20 ccm. of water, and 
the mixture macerated for half an hour 
at 15 degrees C. (59 dergees F.), with 
occasional agitation, upon proceeding 
further as directed under quinine (see 
quinina) the results given should be ob- 
tained. 

SULFAS CHININI. 
[Extract from the ‘‘Pharmacopcia Neder- 
landica,”’ 1889. ] 

Sulfatis Chinini grammata 2 ut plane 
fatiscant, per hore dimidium caloris 
gradu 40° ad 500 C. calefacta, si cum 
contimetris cubicis aque 20 per hore 
dimidium caloris gradu 60° ad 65° C. 
calefiant, crebro agitando; cum mixtura 
refrixerit per 2 horas caloris gradu 15° 
seposita, sed interea crebro cgnquassata, 
deinde filtrata erit, tum huius filtrati, 
centimetri cubici 5, centimetris cubicis 
5 ammonize caloris gradu 15 admixtris 
limpidum prebeant liquorem. 

a ae 
A Glance Round Colombo. 


Passing through that interesting town, 
Colombo, recently, the pharmaceutical 
aspect of the place could not fail to attract 
myattention, writes a correspondent of the 
British and Colonial Druggist. I watched 
closely, during some four hours’ driving 
through the town and its outlying suburbs 
in rickshaws, for something approaching 
a chemist’s shop. There are, of course, 
plenty of them about, but they are, to 
say the least, somewhat peculiar in ap- 
pearance. 

Driving iuto the famous cinnamon 
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gardens, I was struck by avery imposing 
building in the Alexandra Gardens, 
which might have been a native palace 
or a wealthy Englishman’s suburban 
residence, when, as [ turned the corner, 
there appeared in large letters the words 


‘* LADIES’ OUTFITTERS.”’ 


A few more yards and ‘‘ Chemists and 
Druggists’’ was added to the “sign of 
the house,’’ and a large brass plate was 
attached announcing the fact that Bur- 
roughs, Wellcome & Co.’s preparations 
might be obtained there. Before longa 
dingy little house, with nothing to denote 
the nature of the trade that was being 
carried on inside, appeared, announcing 
‘* Medical consultations, terms cash and 
Parke, Davis & Co.’s preparations.”’ By 
and by I came back to the main portion 
of the town, and a red lamp outsidea 
large block of shop fronts seemed to an- 
nounce to me the existence of a normal 
chemist’s shop. After some searching 
the legend ‘‘Chemist and Druggist’’ 
appeared, but the goods displayed in the 
shop below consisted almost entirely of 
white pith helmets, with an occasional 
brush or broom sprinkled about. But, 
peering in ata side window, I saw some 
scent sprays, so presume it was a real 
chemist 's. 

Native medical halls are not uncom- 
mon. Their contents appear to be well 
thumbed pamphlets on medical subjects 
of more or less dubious natures, a few 
bottles. herbs and lastly, the doctor. 
The latter will probably be found, when 
not engaged in diagnosis, squatting in 
tailor fashion, with a rag, 24 x 12 inches 
at the maximum, as his clothes, in the 
middle of his few herbs. 

Native herbalists, too, arecommon. I 
found one who had a really good stock 
of herbs. Inaddition to his piles of com- 
mon herbs, among which he sits—I was 
going to say half naked, but to be more 
correct I should probably say at least 95 
per cent. naked, often perhaps, using the 
bundles of herbs as his seat—he had 
some 200 wide mouth 20-ounce bottles 
filled with the rarer kinds of herbs and 
simples. Near the harbor, however, I 
found one really English chemist, who 
seems to have the chief portion of the 
trade of the visitors. It is a branch of a 
large store, dealing in tobacco, hats, tea 
and general stores, with a good drug de- 
partment, and to judge from the appear- 
ance of the prescription book a good 
business is done. The keeper of this shop 
has a good reputation for all he sells. 
The analysts find scope for their work 
here. Mr. Cochrane is the municipal 
analyst, and is kept fairly busy, and Dr. 
Fernando is the Government analyst. 

I met a gentleman who was much if- 
terested in speaking to me of old Charles 
Ledger. He told me that some 16 years 
ago a friend gave hima small pinch of 
the seed of Cinchona Ledgeriana. It 
was planted and nothing much done 
either the first, second or third year, but 
from that pinch of seed in the fourth 
year he made 10,000 rupees. The next 
year he made the same sum, and in the 
two following years he made 5,000 rupees 
each year. That is, in all, 30,000 rupees 
from the pinch of seed. He obtained as 
much as 9,600 rupees for a single pound 
of the seed. Cinohona cultivation has, 
of course, attracted attention in Ceylon, 
and the museum provides one with sam- 
ples of their growths. The papaw fruit 
is a very common dessert fruit here, but 
the natives look upon the English as 
almost mad to eat what they regard as 
such rubbish. 


EET IT ema 
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Cream Dentifrices. 


The receipt of numerous inquiries for 
worthy formulas for tooth pastes of a 
creamy consistency prompts us to print 
the following contributions entered in a 
prize competition started by this journal. 
The selections given will be found to 
cover fairly the entire range of flavors 
and colors chosen for these compounds, 
and names for the dentifrices may be 
coined at the discretion of the reader. 
The formulas follow: 


Z. 

NON CIEE, 55.60050000 0500000080 -3v 
Powdered white Castile en rt 3 

Sodium salicylate................000 grs. XXX 
Sper EINER 5 skis ccdnckeesseecse gtts. iv 
er eee gtts. iij 
Solution of carmine..............e0ce0. gtts. ij 
eee 41 a.6 
RNG cosiverves aren prostesrstty$ Paree 


Triturate the powders, edd the oils and 
continue trituration until well mixed, 
then make into a paste of the desired 
consistency, with glycerin and water 
mixed in the above proportion: add the 
solution of carmine and rub all together 
until a smooth, creamy paste results. 

This makes an elegant dentifrice and 
should be dispensed in white porcelain 
jars, or made more of the consistency of 
honey and put up in tin foil tubes. 


IL. 
PE COTES ROOD. onc onick sos ee scccccccnce zj 
Precipitated chalk... ........ccccscovcescces 3v 
Powdered alum ) 
Powdered gum benzoin -@@................ ss 
Powdered myrrh ) i 
eS ere Sick kukbanpaebeen gr. xij 
DER REE, Ge B. oc nes vvvcencesncdsces ™xxx 
Oil peppermint ; ° 
Oil cloves Es REDS uh Sob ekcreenbitn ees mV 
Oilcinnamon ) 
GIF CTEM. .0cc0ccvcs000 Enough to make a paste. 


Triturate the carmine with sufficient 
water of ammonia and incorporate with 
the chalk, to which has been previously 
added the oils; then add the remaining 
dry ingredients. and make into a paste of 
suitable consistence with the glycerin. 


III. 
Precipitated hydrate of aluminum....... 3vj 
Precipitated ¢ BRE Sostwrriccecccktcatee ix 
Laie Seneubensacewesrenes sebaceeRen zj 
Oillavendar «=; ‘ 
ish ceeaitees t BBs ncpckcheadhaccskseeuete ee 398 
Glycerin........-..Sufficient to form a paste 
IV. 
Precipitated Chalk... <...000 .sssccesscsvses z xij 
Powdered myrrh j 
Powdered camphor Ph sstnevecbosiubaseke Zss 
Powdered soap ) f 
PS OR. wach cnwcennestrsesexcauces z iss 
Oil lavendar 
Oil lemon isa 
Oil bergamot —_— ee 
Oil rose J a 
GAyCe#iN.........cccr00 Enough to make a paste. 
we 
PRE BIE isc siveeeescssssessiee 3x 
Powdered soap.............. ae Sij 
I oe rC., eabsks Hib beaeabensebmeion Ziss 
ES | RS er ee ae ee gtt. xx 
Oil cloves = 
Extract musk De tebdvdiveseunes gtt xxx 
Extract vanilla! : 
SRF OOTER, 00. cenvcdccsconescesscel A sufficiency 
VI 


oe 





Alcohol... 


Triturate the am coral and cuttlefish 
bone to a very fine powder; dissolve the 
oils in the alcohol, and add to the mixed 





powders; then add the honey and beat 
to a smooth paste. 
VII. 
Si co vau coco vensubueessees Zij 
Powdered myrrh } 
Powdered rhattan. PES ccicsr sees’ 3ss 
Powdered cuttlefish bone } 
Powdered orris........ PERERA R bad aeavawSAee 3 iij 
BRIE oon arn be eckiks-Kuphobiussckopnousss 3 iij 


Beat into a paste after the addition of 
some suitable flavor. 


VIII. 
Powdered Castile soap...........++....+ - Fij 
Powdered orris } 
Precipitated chalk /G&..............0-00 3vj 
Honey 
Powd >red cuttlefish bone.......... ....... zij 
A ID. coxa se cuncnnsesesessane zj 
Powd>red catechu | 55 3ss 
Powdered cinchona { 2a:++++++essereree s 
Glycerin.. hee s. to make paste 
Solution of carmine, N. F.. --q. 8. to color 
Oil cloves 
CPE) PIO OTTOOT FER. 00000 scccccccessessovce 388 
Oil nutmeg..... ) 


It is recommended that the essential 
oils be rubbed up with the dry powders. 


Ix. 
Pe NEE hin esacesnbaseseccus Z iij 
Powdered cuttlefish bone............---++- Zij 
Powdered SU@AP...........scccrcscccccccee i | 
NN id disencenpossaacnsunce 34 
PEN obs a caweshenusseses es Laebis sheen ehiee 3ij 


Make the above intoa paste with equal 
parts of glycerin and syrup of violets. 


x. 
Precipitated chalk } aa Siv 
Powdered orris (ae eee twee wat tereseee 
Powdered white Castile soap | 55 5j 
Powdered borax ‘Sp oe 
PoOwWGCred MTD. .........ccccsessccccseccoee Zs 
ee } aa. ..Equal parts to make a paste 
Sper MRPIIONOR ss conc ctaxk«sessssece ™xxx 
PE Se cn cotton ccstscesennesoecs ™xx 

XI. 
Precipitated chaik iF aa , 
Powdered orris (2a ssrteeseesre sees es % viij 
Powdered areca ia 51 
Powdered cuttlebone {rt stttsstttt* 


Powdered quillaja | 55 5j 
Powdered borax occcscercceserestoces 


Oilcloves |=- 
Oil nutmeg ( 28+-+ eee rere ee eee reece eee es ™x1 
Oil bitter conan SLeaae eee eesaenneueeere ™Mxxx 


Oil rose. 


Giyenta, eee — maitinne each 
equal quantities and enough to make a 
paste. Color the mixed powders with 
solution of carmine, add the oils and 
make into a paste. 


xII 
Powdered charcoal } 
Powdered cinchona -4@........--......... zj 
Vanilla sugar 
Dil CUMAIMON 2.2.20 ccsccccrsccccccs cecves gett. x 
IY on Ssiccueewckasbes tes sccccseees<cnesesess zj 


Mix and form a paste. 


Vanilla Sugar. 


Powdered GUGAP. ...00.005 ccccccccsccccccces 3j 
PMCS OF GVRRTID...<.oocncsien cnn sive ccees 3j 
XIII 
PRO OTRRRET CONE occ ccc cceececovccece 3 viij 


Powdered soap ¢ aa Ziv 
Powdered sugar { “2 
Powdered acacia | 55 z 
Pow dered my rrh { BA. cccccsccccccesscesecs 5 4 
Carbolic acid.........ccccssccccescccescecees 3 ij 
I ee ere gr. xx 
Powdered borate of soda................... zj 
ee Enough to make a saake 
M. 

XIV. 
Glucose _ Se 
Precipitated PIER, Sch cGheeks wan ae = viij 
Powdered orris : 
Powdered cuttlefish bone..................- zj 
COAFMAINGE.. ... 0.0000.000000. 0000s ceesccccscseses Ziss 
Oil clove aN 
Ol Mute PBB... .0..ccccce cvcccccvccconce 38s 
Oil rose 


-Sufficient to make a paste 


Simple syrup..... 
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xv. 
Precipitated chalk..........sccsseece ee ee | 
ee aa ee ree ee Ziv 
SE OID 6 56ks civics wvecawecer eceeene 3j 
Fluid extract wild oh ee ENS 3 viij 
Infusion red rose leaves................. 3 xij 
Glycerin....2 parts! a 

ot gga! £7 part (coor tt cee eeeere es z ee 

eed RIES cic ss ins bes acneaenaacGanak 
Essential oil of almond............... att. wil 

XVI. 
POOR CRBC. 5 ons césccccvccccsbosxs Ziv 
i ee See te 4 vj 
Powdered sugar.. KnceWnhenesieuse acess 
ef ea RR ae See 38s 
Glvcerin....2 baal ss 
Water.. "Topart {crttteeecetee ceeeee 2 iiss 
CS ee ™xl 
APTN MERI 6055 Seen ahivausoesKsescaesecnn -™Xxx 


Mix the borax and sugar intimately 
together and pass through a No. 80 
sieve; to this add the chalk, soap and 
solution of glycerin; lastly add the es- 
sential oils and incorporate thoroughly. 


XVII. 
Precipitated ObAlkk;...........<5.0s.c005 . lb. ij 
Carmine, in fine powder................++++ zj 
MEE Sos s0s SLES Weis vais*ciweal scan oesseucnee 3 | 
ged kN NEURRDRETE ONS bNE SE nSNS SEO CKOG ON OS Zvj 
il peppermint aa 
oi ariiae tad. ie nba venbenaasnen gtt.v 
il orange lex 
Oil wintergreen { @4-------- poubnoeb eens gtt. x 


Rub up the carmine with the chalk and 
add the oils; to this add the honey and 
sufficient water to bring it to the proper 
consistency. This bears a close resem- 
blance to the Oriental Paste of Jewsbury 
and Brown. 


XVIII. 
PO WIOIOD OFFS DOOE o55 so scicasinvasaesecics zij 
Sale hoy detailed tt, ee ee Pee Zss 
Powdered pumice stone (levigated)....... 3 ij 
EN ais: Kc dawawcbd enue aves suave decotiexee Ziv 
SPEER cs: sinbbo.ncaseesovyces oo eucebeneee 38s 
BORMCENIE BONINGID 6530 o.c in sinus 00s00os scaebnen he iss 
LPR WUINO 55s cic ssn nies uoeanees kaos viij 


Solution of carmine, N. F..Sufticient : cone. 


Mix the powdered orris, myrrh and 
pumice together intimately, and add the 
solution of carmine; then add the essen- 
tial oils, care being taken to have the 
ingredients uniformly mixed. Now add 
the honey and form a paste. 


———————@~—_—_——_ 


The Origin of the Druggists’ 
Show Bottles. 


An interesting story is told by the Chi- 
cago Grocer in connection with the fa- 
mniliar red, yellow and green vases that 
brighten the windows of drug stores. 
The custom of placing them there origi- 
nated with an apothecary who found him- 
self one night minus the red light with 
which tradesmen of his class were accus- 
tomed toornament their storefronts. To 
make up the deficiency he got a bottle of 
red liquid and placed a candle behind it. 
The effect pleased him so well that he 
decided to improve it by placing a second 
red light in the window with the aid of 
another bottle of red mixture and an ad- 
ditional candle. This sign made such a 
brave showing that an envious rival cast 
about for means of improving on the 
sign. He hit upon the scheme of placing 
a bottle colored with yellow fluid beside 
the red one, and then surpassed his pre- 
vious effort and carried all before him by 
placing a green bottle beside the yellow. 
The three made a sign that caught the 
town, and all the druggists quickly fel! 
into line. The bottles were replaced 
with the handsome vases at present in 
use, and the druggist’s sign was here to 
stay to brighten the dingy streets of town 
and village. 














QUERIES 
D ANSWERS 





We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for information bearing on 
pharmacy or any of its allied topics, and cordially invite our friends to make use of 


this column. 


When sending for the formula of any unusual compound, the query should be accom- 
panied with information regarding the locality in which it is used, its uses, and 
reputed effect. When it can conveniently be done, a specimen of the labels' used on pack- 


ages of the compound should also be sent. 





Anaphrodisiac Medicine.—H. H. C.— 
Monobromated camphor is greatly relied 
upon for its anaphrodisiac properties. It 
is usually administered in 5 grain doses 
at bedtime. 


To Remove Indelible Ink Stains.—Old 
indelible ink stains are hard to remove. 
Potassium cyanide is sometimes used 
with success. A crystal is moistened 
with water and rubbed on the spot. The 
application of a solution of iodine quickly 
followed by ammonia water is also 
recommended. Sodium thisulphate and 
potassium iodide are occasionally used 
in place of the ammonia. 


Bay Rum With Rum.—A. C.—We do 
not place the formula for bay rum 
which calls for St Creix rum as an in- 
gredient. The peculiar odor of the im- 
ported article is believed to be due to the 
use of St. Croix rum, and the following 
will perkaps suit: 






PRION, fag ce cosine sae nav eas Kaw <vesnes 3ij 
Oil of bitter orange.. ounce ase 
Oil Of pimMeNnto..........cceeeereeeeeeeeeeee mxxX 
a WMTETN ova lscusesc poecschess saecasee sis Ziij 

istilled water | oe 
Alcohol [cere ceerteneneeeeeee % Xv ties 
RM IMEND dis is.cmew os osigesweswuseiasetic'ncen ews se 3 iij 


Dissolve the oils in the alcohol; then 
add the water, rub the kaolin down 
smooth with some of the liquid, throw 
on a filter and filter bright. Color may 
be imparted to the liquid by the use of a 
little turmeric. 

An Odd Prescription.—G. L. T. sub- 


mits the following prescription for crit- 
icism: 


BUR ANIC VIR os cco ose cians ase cnaeeicaee Ziv 
Creta. prep. " 
PANG BAVC GA oo oo oisicccn cass siwascecss 3 ij 
PARC PID NOCRED 56:00 0'55,60510% s.c5000 000% gr. xij 


BVT BIO oo od 60's sins s vvawasscceesee os 3 iij 


Mix thoroughly in a mortar. 

The mixture is an unusual one, but 
We see no reason why it should not be 
dispensed. The sulpho-carbolate of zinc 
should first be dissolved in a small quan- 
tity of water and added to the syrup. 
The mixed powders are then rubbed up 
in the mortar with this solution, which 
is added slowly in divided portions. A 
‘‘shake’’ label should be attached to 
the bottle and the patient cautioned 
about following directions. 


Walnut Hair Dye.—H. W. H., Jr., 
writes: ‘‘ Will you kindly inform me 
how the preparation called walnut stain 
Hs ‘prepared as a brown dye for the 
lair?” 


The hulls of green walnuts are pounded 
up and the expressed juice is used, mixed 
with a little alcohol and perfumed with 
oil of cloves, the latter acting as a pre- 
servative. The whole is allowed to stand 
for a week or two, with occasional agita- 
tion, and the clear solution is eventually 
decanted. Sometimes salt is used to pre- 
serve it. 

The following formula for a walnut 
dye is taken from ‘‘ The Standard Form. 
ulary,’’ by Ebert and Hiss: 


Green walnut shells..............+-... av. 0z. 2 
PINs ea cova nen siun ene doeseween wet av. 0z. 4 
MUMMOOMN G icaices 4/0 cneuuicis amaursieenien we tl. oz. 4 


Heat together in a water bath until 
the water has been completely expelled; 
then express, filter and perfume. 


Refusal to Fill a Prescription.—B. C. 
has been severely criticised and censured 
for refu*ing to fill a physician’s prescrip- 
tion which called for an unusual dose. 
He asks whether the law is not on his 
side in thus declining to compound. 

A pharmacist cannot be compelled to 
fill ail prescriptions presented to him, as 
in many cases he may have the best 
reason for declining. The language of 
the Supreme Court of Louisiana in the 
case of Tarlton vs. Lagarde, a case sim- 
ilar in some respects to that of our corres- 
pondent, is ‘‘ We cannot assent to the 
view that a druggist is liable in damages 
for his refusal to fill prescriptions. In 
many cases the druggist may have the 
best reason for declining. As a chemist 
he may perceive, or have cause to sus- 
pect, that the physician erred in his 
prescription. Or the druggist may not 
have at hand the ingredients, or he may 
distrust his ability to prepare the pre- 
scription, or other causes may disincline 
the druggist to undertake filling prescrip- 
tions. Recognizing the room for all 
such causes, we cannot hold that the 
mere refusal of a druggist to fill prescrip- 
tions furnishes any occasion to hold him 
for damages to the physician who gives 
the prescription.’’ (16 So. Rep. 180, 1894). 


Paste for Removing Hair.—R. W. L., 
A. I. R and others.--Boettger's paste, 
a freshly prepared moist calcium sulph- 
hydrate is highly recommended by der- 
matologists. It is best prepared by 
passing sulphuretted hydrogen’ gas 
through a thick cream of well slaked 
lime until the lime will absorb no more 
of the gas. It requires about two hours to 
make a pint. The paste may be applied 
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directly with the fingers or with a cotton 
swab. It is left in contact with the skin 
and hair for five or ten minutes, and 
afterward scraped off with a dull knife. 

The caustic oriental paste known in 
Eastern harems and used to destroy the 
pubic and axillary hair is composed of a 
mixture of yellow sulphide of arsenic 
and unelaked lime, 1g ounce of the 
former being added to 8 ounces of the 
latter, and enough water added to make 
a thin paste; heat is applied and the mix- 
ture brought to a boil. It is applied to 
the skin by means of a spatula and left 
ten minutes till it dries and then 
scraped off with a dull knife. The skin 
is then washed, dried and powdered. 

A formula of recent origin calls for 
barium sulph-hydrate in the following 
combination, viz. : 


Parts. 
ES IVR BURLING Os sic. 5.6.5.5. <a'sdceas asie'saweciceoll 
DUNE OMI oo ois nas 57% aisles crassa’ saceiiwiaraiene 25 
CRMERMENG Cos cei Seiwias saa adi mieiciniais Ss natdaie pameusiouNee 25 


This is mixed with water to form a 
thin paste, which is spread on the skin, 
After ten minutes it is scraped off with a 
blunt knife—a paper knife is best—the 
skin is thoroughly washed, and finally 
the skin is anointed with cold cream. 


Complexion Jelly in Tubes.—P. R.— 
The various jellies of glycerin, flower 
creams, etc , have either tragacanth or 
quince as a basis, glycerin being used as 
a diluent. Recent investigations by Sid- 
ney Rauschenberg of the New York 
Hospital, the results of which have been 
communicated to this journal. show that 
Japanese gelatin can be used to advan- 
tage in the manufacture of complexion 
jellies. We publish below a series of 
three formulas, the first two of which are 
the invention of Mr. Rauschenberg, and 
are designed to be put up in collapsible 
tubes. Formula No. 1 gives -a prep- 
aration closely resembling a much adver- 
tised article alleged to have some peculiar 
properties due to the presence of certain 
constituents of the garden lettuce, after 
which it is named. 

Grammes. 
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Mix the tragacanth and boric acid with 
the glycerin; add the sweet almond oil, 
lavender oil and egg glycerite, which 
have been previously well incorporated, 
and lastly add the water in divided por- 
tions until a smooth paste of the desired 
consistency is produced. 
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Dissolve the boric acid and glycerin in 
the water, and add the solution to the 
gelatin contained in a suitable vessel; 
heat until solution is effected; perfume 
with essence of jasmine and fill into col- 
lap:ible tubes. 
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Dissolve the boric acid in the glycerin 
and alcohol and add the tragacanth; 
make a cream by the addition of water 
and perfumes, allowing the whole to 
stand until of the proper consistency. 


- — 


Ce ee 


hieliepainirens ct andl 





394 





Correspondence. 





Sunday Closing. 


Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST : 


Sir: In regard to the closing on Sun- 
days, I am willing to wager that 59 per 
cent. of the druggists of New York and 
Brooklyn do not think favorably of the 
proposed reduction of hours on Sunday; 
they simply think it impossible. I hope 
they don’t think so. There is no doubt 
that a good many would only be too glad 
to close their stores once a week, even if 
only for a few hours; it would be a relief 
which c:nnot be described by the pen to 
go out ona Sunday afternoon when al- 
most anybody else does. 

It is true that the soda water druggist. 
with his cigar and candy counter, and 
the free use telephone customers would 
ba disturbed by the change; but such 
side lines ought not to come into con- 
sideration at all in this important ques- 
tion. 

The only objection which could be 
made is that ‘some physicians would be 
more tempted to give their own tablets, 
etc., now having a good excuse; but this 
office dispensing ought to be stopped by 
special act of Legislature, so that a phy- 
sician should not be allowed to dispense 
anything except in rare cases, night 
calls, ect., except he be also a pharmacist 
by examination, in which case the Sun- 
day law should also cover him. 

In conclusion, I would say that I am 
in favor of closing on certain hours on 
Sunday. selecting those by which the 
majority would be best pleased. I am 
in favor of keeping open from 9 to 12 
mornings and from 6 to 8 or even 9 even- 
ings, thus giving the people three hours 
in the morning and at least two hours in 
the evening. 

Physicians should aid the pharmacists 
by keeping office hours accordingly. 

H. FINK. 

482 Grand street, Brooklyn. 
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APOTHEKENBILDER von Nah und Fern, edited 
by Dr. Hans Hager, editor of the Pharmaceu- 
tische Post, Vienna. Press of the Pharmaceu- 
tische Post, 1896. 

The series of articles collected under 
this title are disconnected sketches de- 
scribing and illustrating the character 
and method of conducting a number of 
druz stores, both modern and ancient, 
some of which are located in Austria and 
others in foreign countries. These 
sketches, which are reprinted from the 
Pharmaceutische Post, are not only in- 
tended to convey information to the 
reader and to stimulate interest in the 
historcal aspects of pharmacy, but are 
also intended to form a basis for a his- 
tory of pharmacy which Dr. Hager has 
in mind. There has already been col- 
lected much material bearing upon the 
history of pharmacy by such able work- 
ers as Fliickiger, Peters, Berendes, Hof- 
mann and others, but Austrian phar- 
macy has not been so thoroughly dealt 
with as has the calling as carried on in 
other lands. Dr. A. Philippe, the author 


of ‘‘ The History of Pharmacists in the 
more Important Countries of the Earth,”’ 
which was published some 40 years 
since, paid a high tribute to the taste dis- 
played by Austrian pharmacists, saying: 
** After their houses of worship, in which 
the Austrians display great magnificence, 


nothing is more elegant than the store of 
a rich Austrian pharamcist.’’ Dr. Hager 
states that ‘‘ while the wealth of the 
Austrian pharmacist has decreased ma- 
terially during the past 40 years, the ele 
gant pharmacies still remain and Aus- 
tria still takes the first rank in this di- 
rection, and it is therefore appropriate 
that a few of the more handsomely ap- 
pointed, elegant and historically interest- 
ing of the pharmacies of Austria be 
illustrated and described to our readers.’’ 

Dr. Hager requests the co-operation of 
all in his further efforts to present the 
condition and history of pharmacy, and 
requests contributions of illustrations 
and historical data to be used in the 
completion of his series of studies. 

The work under review is printed as a 
paper covered volume of about 106 pages, 
containing illustrations and descriptions 
of some 29 different pharmacies in Aus- 
tria, Hungary, Sweden, Singapore, 
Shanghai, Lahore, Syria, Rangoon, Mos- 
cow, Cracow, Abbazia, Argentine Re- 
public, Switzerland, Bulgaria, and of the 
store of the late J. Niven Hegeman, at 
Ninth street and Broadway, which was 
illustrated in the Pharmaceutical Record 
for July 23, 1891, page 51. The illustra- 
tions are mostly half tones, and while the 
views themselves are very interesting 
and the photographs apparently well 
taken, the half tones are so poorly exe- 
cuted as to not do the subjects justice. 
It is unfortunate that so interesting a 
series of illustrations should be marred 
by such poor press work as has been done 
upon them. In fact, the press work is 
not so good as that which was done when 
the series made its appearance in the 
columns of the Pharmaceutische Post. 

The editor is to be congratulated upon 
having presented so valuable a contribu- 
tion to the history of pharmacy as this 
collection forms. 





PROCEEDINGS OF THE EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL 
MEETING OF THE NEW YORK STATE PHARMA- 
CEUTICAL ASSOCIATION, held at Buffalo, N. Y., 
June 23, 24, 25 and 26, 1895. Also the constitu- 
tion, by-luws and roll of members. 


Secretary Todd has effected a number 
of notable improvements in the arrange- 
ment of the proceedings of last year’s 
meeting. The report comes to us ina 
well bound volume of some 180 pages. 
The back cover is embellished with a 
neat engraving of the official badge, 
originals of which are on sale at the 
secretary’s office at $1.50 each. The 
next meeting of the association will take 
place at Manhattan on a date yet to be 
named by the Committee on Entertain- 
ment. 


Pamphlets, Etc., Received. 


NOTES ON NEw REMEDIES. Published quarterly 
by Lehn & Fink, New York. 


DIPATHERIA ANTITOXIC SERUM. H.K. Mulford 
Company. Philadelphia. Pp. 1-40. 1896. 


BULLETIN No. 32 OF THE COMMISSIONER OF 
AGRICULTURE OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA. 


SEPTEMBER PRICE-LIST Of the Robinson-Pettet 
Company, wholesale druggists, Louisville, 
Ky. 


MONTHLY PRICE-LIST OF THE ROBINSON-PETTET 
CoMPANY, wholesale druggists, Louisville, Ky. 
October, 1896. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE NEW YORK SECTION 
OF THE SOCIETY OF CHEMICAL INDUSTRY 
FOR 1895-96. 


ANNUAL ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE NEW JERSEY 
COLLEGE OF PHARMACY. Newark, N. J. 
Session of 1896-97. 


AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


PROSPECTUS OF THE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF 
MEDICINE, Richmond, Va. Departments of 
Dentistry and Pharmacy. Richmond, 1896. 


TWENTY-NINTH ANNUAL ANNOUNCEMENT MON- 
TReAL COLLEGE OF PHARMACY. Session 
1896-97. Montreal, 595 Lagauchetiére street. 


ANTIMONIIT OxIDUM AND PULVIS ANTIMONI- 
ALIS. By Charles H. La Wali. Reprint from 
om Journal of Pharmacy, November, 


SIXTY-EIGHTH ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE MEDI- 
CAL COLLEGE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH 
CAROLINA AND COLLEGE OF PHARMACY 
1896-97. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE WISCONSIN PHARMA- 
CEUTICAL ASSOCIATION, held at_Steven’s 
Point, August 11, 12 and 13, 1896. With roll 
of members. 


ANNUAL ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE OHIO MEDI- 
CAL UNIVERSITY. Departments of Medi- 
cine, Dentistry, Pharmacy, Midwifery. Co- 
lumbus, Ohio, 1896. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONNECTICUT PHARMA- 
CEUTICAL ASSOCIATION, at the twentieth 
annual meeting, held in Bridgeport, Conn., 
February 4 and 5, 1896. 


TWENTIETH YEAR BOOK OF THE U. Y. 8S. RE- 
FORMATORY for the Fiscal Year Endin 
September 30, 1895. With illustrations an 
anthropometric tables. Elmira, N. Y., 1896. 


CATALOGUE AND CIRCULAR OF THE MEDICAL 
DEPARTMENT OF THE TULANE UNIVERSIT 
of LOUISIANA, with Notice of the Course in 
tg gu of the Medical Department for 

“Whe 


HOWARD UNIVERSITY, Washington, D.C., Med- 
ical Department, including the Medical, 
Dental and Pharmaceutical Colleges. Twen- 
ty-ninth Annual Announcement and Cata- 
logue. Session 1896-97. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE PENNSYLVANIA PHAR- 
MACEUTICAL ASSOCIATION at its Nineteenth 
Annual Meeting in Holly Inn, Mt. Holly 
Springs, June 16, 17 and 18, 1896, with the 
Constitution, By-Laws, Code of Ethics and 
Roll of Members. 


PROSPECTUS OF THE ST. LouIS COLLEGE OF 
PHARMACY. Thirty-first Annual Session. 
From October 5, 1896, to April 9, 1897. St. 
Louis College of Pharmacy, 2108 and 2110 
Locust street, St. Louis, 1896. 


BOTANICAL OPPORTUNITY. Address of the re- 
tiring president, William Trelease, S¢e.D., Di- 
rector of the Missouri Botanical Garden, de- 
livered before the Botanical Society of 
America at its second annual meeting, Buf- 
falo, N. Y., August 21, 1896, 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE THIRTEENTH ANNUAL 
CONVENTION OF THE NATIONAL CONFECTION- 
ERS’ ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Held at Cleveland, July 9 and 10, 1896. The 
official record of reports, circulars and com- 
munications for the year 1895-96, 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE DELAWARE PHARMA- 
CEUTICAL SOCIETY OF DELAWARE at its 
its tenth annual meeting. held in Dover, 
Del., May 7. 1896, together with a synopsis of 
five preceding meetings, constitution and 
by-laws, pharmacy law, poison law and list 
of members. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE TENNESSEE STATE DrRuG- 
GIST ASSOCIATION, at its eleventh annual 
meeting held in Chickamauga, July 15-16, 
1806, with a list of officers, committees and 
roll of members and annual report of the 
Tennessee Board of Pharmacy, with a list of 
registered pharmacists. 


ALABAMA PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIATION. 
Minutes of the Fifteenth Annual Meeting, 
held at Opelika, May 12 and 13, 1896. 

FOURTH AND FIFTH ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE 
CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY. 
August 1, 1894, to August 1, 1896. 

FIFTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE WISCON- 
SIN BOARD OF PHARMACY, with a list of the 
registered pharmacists of the State. Janes- 
ville, Wis., 1896. 
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TOOTH POWDER FOR DISCOLORED TEETH. 
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Advertising Nad. Mow, when, and where to advertise 


PRACTICAL HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS. CRITICISM AND CONSTRUCTION 
OF ADVERTISEMENTS. 


In Charge of Ulysses G. Manning. 


The department editor will be pleased to criticise any advertisements submitted and 
to suggest improvements. Questions answered and advice given. Our readers are cor- 


dially invited to avail themselves of this help. 





THIS DEPARTMENT. 

HIS is intended to be a department of 
practical help. Perhaps 200 readers 
have written during the past year 

that it has helped them. Doubtless there 
are many others who have received prac- 
tical aid in their advertising. The ads 
that appear in the department are widely 
used. Icontinually run across them in 
papers coming to me from all parts of 
the continent. 

Suggestions for the improvement of the 
department will be gladly welcomed. 
Those who take an interest in the study 
of advertising and business methods can 
be of much service in making this portion 
of the journal more interesting and use- 
ful if they will disclose their own adver- 
tising troubles, ask questions, or relate 
advertising experiences. The value of 
the department can in no way be in 
creased so much as by having its readers 
continually ask for what they want. If 
they are already getting what they want 
it will be well to say so, and thus lessen 
the possibility of getting something they 
do not want. 


Criticism and Comment. 


WINNIPEG, MAN, 
ULyssEs G. MANNING. 

Dear Sir: Though never having met you 
personally, I meet you every two weeks in your 
column in the AMERICAN DRUGGIST, so 1 feel 
that you are a friend, though unseen. I have 
profited much by your “ Business Hints.” I 
can fully corroborate what you said some time 
ago about cumulation in advertising. I see it 
quite often in my own business. Let me show 
you an instance. We make and advertise a 
toilet preparation called ‘“*Cream of Olives.” 
One day a lady came in and asked for something 
of the kind. I showed her our cream. She said: 
“Yes, I’ve seen it advertised. } lll take it.” 
Now, although she didn't even have the prepar- 
ation in mind, and.was not looking for it, yet 
when she saw it and recognized it as an adver- 
tised preparation she concluded at once to take 
it. I am a firm believer in advertising, and in 
the cumulative effect of it. The mere fact 
that a druggist advertises gives him standing 
at once with the purchasing public. 

I inclose a booklet I recently got out and 
distributed about the city. Iam satisfied that 
it has been of benefit to us. Would be glad to 
hear your criticism on it. 

You spoke in an issue a few weeks back of 
an advertisement that had been the means of 
drawing 300 or 400 customers to;a store. Would 
it be an inconveniece to have it appear, or if it 
has already appeared, would you kindly state in 
what issue and what its heading is? We adver- 
tise in two daily papers and in one weekly. 


Population of city about 38,000. Three ads in- 
closed and a copy of one daily and the weekly 
sent under separate cover, our space marked. 
Yours truly, 
WALTER PULFORD. 


A GOOD BOOKLET. 


The booklet Mr. Pulford incloses is 
very handsomely gotten up. It consists 
of eight pages and a cover, the cover 
being of lilac-colored embossed paper. 
The title, which is ‘‘ Bits, Little and 
Big,’’ is printed in red. On the inside 
pages blue ink is used. 

In this booklet Mr. Pulford talks on 
prescriptions a special cologne, chamois 
skins, hair brushes, lotion, cough balsam 
and one or two other specialties. The 
space is not crowded, good wide margins 
are left on the pages and each subject 
stands alone. The page devoted to hair 
brushes is reproduced here, and is a fair 
sample of the rest of the matter. 

I see nothing to criticise. The booklet 
is well. written and well printed. If it 





Page from Mr. Pulford’s Booklet. 
HAIR What a luxury a good, 
pure bristle hair brush 
BRUSHES is. ‘Tisn’t every one 
who knows a good 
one. Wedo. Come and let us show you 
its points. 

The best brush makers are in Paris. 
They seem to hold the secret of so secur- 
ing the bristles in a solid back that they 
will not come out. Our Hair Brushes are 
just out from there, and are stamped by 
the makers *‘ Pulford’s Drug Store, Win- 
nipeg,” which is their guarantee, for re- 
member we will make good in cash every 
brush that is not satisfactory. 

Prices 50c, 75c, $i and upwards, accord- 
ing to size of brush and stiffness and 
length of bristle. 





was well distributed it should bring re- 
sults. Those who put out an advertise 
ment of this sort must not expect a rush 
of business at once. There is nothing for 
people to rush for as there would be if a 
lot of special offers or special prizes were 
made. But it ought to cause a few im- 
mediate sales. It will also cause people 
to associate the goods advertised with 
the advertiser, and when need of these 
articles come they will patronize you. 
Booklet or circular advertising ought to 
be just as persistent as any other kind, 
however. The cumulative results of ad- 
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vertising will always be larger when the 
public is allowed to have but short in- 
tervals between the reminders that you 
are on earthand want their business. An 
advertiser who knows how to do it as 
well as Mr. Pulford ought to issue a cir- 
cular or booklet at least once a month. 
I have said thisa gocd many times before, 
and will probably repeat it many more 
times, for I constantly see people wasting 
money by spasmodic and irregular adver- 
tising. Persistence and regularity is a 
law of advertising that is just as fixed as 
the law of gravitaton. Unless advertisers 
remember this nine-tenths of their money 
will be thrown away. If you cannot 
afford, or have not the nerve, to put out 
a new booklet once a month, issue a four- 
page folder or a little single sheet circu- 
lar. Ido not know how often Mr. Pul- 





Roughens sin::. 
the Skin.. havo 


skin, making it rough, red, chapped 
and sore. Cream of Olives prevents 
this and also cures the skin when it 
gets that way. 25c. and soc. Pul- 
ford’s Drug Store 560 Main Street. 





ford gets out a booklet, but I can assure 
him that those he does put out are good. 
This much being assured, there will be 
little risk in issuing them often. 

Yor a monthly booklet an eight-page 
one without a cover, printed in one color 
on good paper, would probably do about 
as well. Seven thousand should cover 


i = 
are securely fixed 


Solid 

O I in a solid handle, 

B k ! which wil! not warp 
ACK f  orsplit as the kind 


made in two pieces, 
one glued on the other, will do. 
Prices 50c, 75c, $1, $1.25 and up- 
wards PULFORD’S Drug Store, 
560 Main Street. 





Hair Brush is the 
best kind to buy, 
because the bristles 


the city pretty well, and the booklets 
should cost from $1.50 to $2 per thousand. 


GOOD ADVERTISEMENTS, 


Two of Mr. Pulford’s ads are shown 
in this issue. The style of setting is 
good for so small a space, and is distinct- 
ive. I find no others like them in the 
paper sent. The position occupied is 
excellent and the ads are quite well writ- 
ten. It is usually difficult to get satis- 
factory results from sosmallaspace, I 
am of the opinion that the returns from 
a space double the size would be enough 
larger to more than cover the increased 
expense. Good advertising doesn’t cost 
anything, and as soon as a merchant is 
convinced that his advertising pays he 
had better increase his investment in it. 


A SEED ADVERTISEMENT THAT PAID, 


The ad that Mr. Pulford asks about is 
one written by myself for a dealer who 
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handled seeds in bulk. It has not been 
shown here, but may be later if the client 
does not object. This dealer lives ina 
small city. The ad appeared in six issues 
of the daily and one issue of the weekly 
paper. The same matter was printed on 
a small circular which was distributed 
once. This was the first season that the 
dealer had handled seeds, and before the 
seed season expired he reported that a 
careful count had been kept and that he 
had sold to over 400 customers. 

As these results may seem a little re- 
markable to many, some explanation 
may throw light on the matter. The 
seeds offered were sold in bulk. No 
other dealer handled them in that man- 
ner. There was a chance offered to save 
seed buyers some money. The quality 
was guaranteed. They were to be saved 
the trouble of sending away; were to be 
saved delay. If they bought package 
seeds at home some one must be paid for 
the trouble of putting the seeds in pack- 
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Dangerous 


DRUGS _—— 


as opium, lobelia and canna- 
bis indica are frequently the 
active ingredients of cough 
medicines. They are added to 
make many nostrums sell be- 
cause they quiet the cough 
and the patients think they 
are better, but they are only 
being drugged. ‘“‘Our Own” 
Cough Syrup contains noth- 
ing injurious. It is a safe 
remedy even forchildren. It 
does not constipate. It leaves 
no unpleasant after-effects. 
25c. a bottle. It does not only 
a the cough, 7 cures. If it 
on’t, it costs nothing. 


Ruhl’s Drug Store, 


17014 Steps South of P. O. 
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ages, and the well-known fact that deal- 
ers carry package seeds from year to year 
makes freshness uncertain. 

Here was plenty of material for a telling 
ad, and the success of what was written 
was due as much to the opportunity as 
to any merit of the ad. Advertisers have 
their special opportunities. Learn to 
seize them and make the most of them. 
It is all part of good advertising. 


* 
* 


CONCERNING CALENDARS, 


Connolly & Davis, Dorchester, Mass., 
send a calendar and booklet. I presume 
that the two were sent out together. The 
value of calendar advertising is a doubt- 
ful one. The chief trouble is that no one 
can ever tell whether the giving of calen- 
dars pays. People probably appreciate a 
handsome little reminder of this sort, and 
the temporary impression is a favorable 
one. This may be worth all it costs, but 
we can never be sure of it. A calendar 
has little permanent value as an ad. 


Readers will, I think, find proof of this 
in their own experience. You may con- 
sult a calendar daily, but you pay no 


attention to the name it bears. Half the 
time you could not tell whose calendar 
you were using. If acalendar does any 
good it must doit at the time it is pre- 
sented, and the plan adopted by Connolly 
& Davis of accompanying it with some 
other advertisement is a good one. 

The recipient of the calendar is placed 
under obligations to read what comes 


with it. You make your litile speech 
when the individual is in a recept- 
ive mood. The calendar helps the cir- 


cular and the circular helps the calendar. 
The little booklet of Connolly & Davis 
is a very artistic one, so well gotten up 
that no one would fail to look it over. 
It was printed by the celebrated Barta 
Press, a concern that turns out some of 
the finest typographical work done in the 
country. The booklet is an eight-page 
one, printed on heavy enameled tinted 
stock. ‘‘ It’s Business ’’ is the title that 
greets you on the cover, and here is the 
matter from four of the other pages: 


It’s not business for us to allow 
any one to sell better goods or 
give better prices than we do. 

Our best advertisement is our 
increased patronage, the quality 
of our preparations and our repu- 
tation for care and precision in 
dispensing prescriptions. 

Perhaps we may not be the 
nearest drug store to you, but 
our prices will recompense you 
for the trouble in taking the extra 
steps, remembering that at our 
store quality counts. 

Who have you known longer in 
the drug business in Dorchester 
than Connolly & Davis ? 


The beauty of the booklet and the 
brevity of the matter will insure its 
being read. If there is any criticism 
possible it is that there is too much 
brevity. 

A little more could have been safely 
and profitably said. If this firm is issu- 
ing booklets or circulars at frequent in- 
tervals, then extreme brevity may be 
advisable. 


* 
%* * 


A FIRST-CLASS ADVERTISEMENT. 


The ads of F. H. Ruhl, Manheim, Pa., 
are among the best that are submitted to 
this department. Mr. Ruhl has some- 
thing to say, knows how it ought to be 
said and usually succeeds in saying it 
the right way. His advertising ought to 
be effective. If his papers have the right 
kind of circulation 1 am sure that he 
gets results. One of Mr. Ruhl’s ads is 
reproduced in this issue. It is a first- 
classad. There is a good deal of matter 
in a small space, but it will be read just 
the same, and it will make an impression. 
It is confidential. It tells people some- 
thing in a convincing manner. People 
will feel that Mr. Ruhl has an unusually 
good remedy, and the final guarantee will 
clinch the impression. There are several 
features of this little ad that students 
of advertising will do well to consider. 
The display is excellent, though it could 
have been made better in a little larger 
space. The headline is good enough. The 
ad. contains an element of news; people 
are told exactly why some cough reme- 
dies are inferior to the one advertised. 
Attention is then called to the distinct- 
ive features of the advertiser’s remedy. 
The second sentence from the last could 
be improved, and should have followed 
the sentence ending with the word ‘“ in- 
jurious.”” But these are not serious 
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faults. Finally the price is given and 
attention is called to the guarantee. 
There are a whole lot of people who will 
fail to agree with me as to the merits of 
this ad. They are the ones who insist on 
brilliancy, smartness and extreme brev- 
ity. The following ad, which I have just 
not..ed, would suit them better: 
Keep on coughing if you want to. 

If you want to cure that cough get our 

Horehound Cough Extractor. It 

cures coughs and colds. 

These two ads represent extreme styles, 
If you will analyze the impression made 
on you by each I hardly think any doubt 
will remain as to which is the better. 


THE SALE OF COUGH SYRUP DECREASING, 


While talking of cough remedies I will 
call attention to something I have ob- 
served in the last three or four years, and 
it is this: The sale of cough syrup is 
rapidly decreasing. This can be seen in 
almost any part of the country, and in 
some places the demand has fallen off 75 
per cent. I hardly know how to account 
for this, but it is probably due to the in- 
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troduction of a host of 5 and 10 cent 
remedies of the ‘‘ Frog in your Throat ”’ 
variety. It would, seem that the popu- 
larity of these goods would be merely 
transitory, but they may have come to 
stay. As it is always easier to swim 
with the stream than against it, drug- 
gists in many localities may find it more 
profitable to push some other specialty 
than a cough remedy, or else meet the 
popular demand with cough lozenges of 
their own. 





Dr. James Accidentally Blinded. 


The many friends of Dr. F. L. James, 
the accomplished and erudite editor of 
our St. Louis contemporary, the National 
Druggist, will be sorry to learn that the 
doctor met with an accident to one of 
his eyes about a month ago and has not 
been able to read or write since. He is 
now at his old home in Mobile, Ala., 
with relatives, and in a recent letter to 
the editor of this journal (traced with- 
out sight) he informs us that he is on the 
high road torecovery, though still unable 
to use his eyes. e hope his convales- 
cence may be speedy. 
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MEETING OF DRUG JOBBERS. 


A meeting of members of the Proprie- 
tary Goods Committee of the National 
Wholesale Druggists’ Association and 
other drug jobbers was held in Chicago 
on Wednesday of last week. It is stated 
that the meeting was made necessary by 
the attitude of four proprietary medicine 
firms—C. I. Hood & Co., Wells & Rich- 
ardson Company, F. E. & J. A. Greene, 
and the Lydia E. Pinkham Company— 
who in a recent circular issued to the 
trade refuse longer to be governed by the 
accepted and cut off list of the Proprie- 
tary Goods Committee, and reserve to 
themselves the right to determine to 
whom they shall or shall not sell their 
goods at the rebated price, making no 
distinction between jobbers and retailers. 
Several grounds are given upon which 
the four proprietors object to the plan of 
declining orders from the retail trade. 
Three of them are-as follows: 

‘“*(A). Because it creates ill-feeling toward 
us among the retail trade, which inevitabiy 
injures our business, and enables the non-secret 
manufacturer and the substitution department 
of jobbers more easily to sell their preparations 
and thereby encourage substitution, which has 
largely increased under the present plan. 

‘“(B). Because it ties our hands and prevents 
our meeting the competition of new articles 
constantly coming on the market without re- 
striction. 

“(D). Because we believe it is absolutely es- 
sential to successfully promote our business and 
to meet the competition which is daily coming 
up that we should be on the most friendly 
terms with the retail trade, who are nearest to 
consumers of our preparations, and who are in 
a position to distribute a larger amount of our 
advertising at the least cost to us.” 

The situation was thoroughly discussed 
at the meeting, and according to our in- 
formation (Chicago Oil, Paint and Drug 
Review) it was decided that the success 
of the rebate plan was in a measure 
jeopardized by the action of the proprie- 
tors named, and that efforts should be 
made to line them upagain. Accordingly 
a committee, composed of D. R. Noyes 
of St. Paul, J. R. Owen of Chicago, W. 
J. Walding of Toledo and I. S. Coffin of 
New York, with instructions to call on 
the refractory proprietors and endeavor 
to persuade them to recede from the posi- 
tion they have taken, was named. The 
meeting was hedged about by consider- 
able secrecy, and an interview with lead- 
ing N. W. D. A. members present by a 
Review man failed to elicit any of the 
facts above stated. The outcome of the 
visit of the committee appointed with 
the ‘“‘ big four ”’ proprietors is regarded 
as problematical, as is also the effect of 
their continued refusal to act with the 
association in upholding the rebate plan 
in it fullest integrity. It is reported. 
however. that the Lambert Pharmacal 
Company, one of the largest manufac- 
turers in the country, have also taken 
independent action, and other manufac- 
turers, in considerable numbers, without 
formal action, have decided to adopt the 


same course if the Hood- Greene- Pinkham- 
Richardson quartet hold out. 

Those present at the meeting were the 
following, only a portion of whom are 
members of the Proprietary Committee: 
M. N. Kline, Philadelphia; J. C. Eliel, 
Minneapolis; E. L. Strong, Cleveland; J. 
E. Davis, Detroit; W. J. Walding, 
Toledo; F. A. Faxon, Kansas City; 
Daniel R. Noyes, St. Paul; Daniel Myers, 
Cleveland; Theodore Meyer, St. Louis; 
J.C. Fox, Atchison; Messrs. Robinson 
and Neat, Louisville; Charles Weller, 
Omaha; J. R. Owen, J. H. Rhodes and 
T. A. Cobb, Chicago. 


+ 
THE NEW EXCISE LAW. 


A Protest by the New York State 
Pharmaceutical Association. 


The special committee of the New York 
Senate that is investigating the operation 
of the new liquor tax law met at Buffalo 
Thursday, December 10. The feature of 
the day was the presentation by a com- 
mittee of the New York State Pharma- 
ceutical Association of a memorial em- 
bodying important requests for amend- 
ment of the storekeeper’s license as ap- 
plied to druggists and the pharmacist’s 
license, particularly in regard to a reduc- 
tion in the rates. President R. K. 
Smither presented the memorial. John 
C. Smith of Plattsburg, William Muir of 
Brooklyn and William Muench of Syra- 
cuse supported Mr. Smither’s evidence 
with their testimony. 

There were no preliminaries. The 
first witness called was Mr. Smither, 
who presented the following memorial: 


Memorial Presented by the Druggists 
of New York. 


TO THE HONORABLE THE SPECIAL SENATE COM- 
MITTEE INVESTIGATING THE OPERATION OF 
THE RAINES LIQUOR TAX LAW: 


Gentlemen: A meeting was held at the Ken- 
more Hotel in Albany on December 3, 1896, 
under the auspices of the Legislative Com- 
mittee of the New York State Pharmaceutical 
Association—an association embracing within 
its membership pharmacists actually engaged 
in their profession in all of the larger cities and 
towns and in almost all of the smaller v llages 
of the State. and which may be fairly stated to 
represent the druggists of the State as a whole. 
In addition to the committee of the N. Y. 8. P. 
A., there attended at this meeting, by invita- 
tion, reresentatives of the several boards of 
pharmacy and colleges of pharmacy from a 
number of local pharmaceutical associations in 
the cities and towns of the State 

One of the chief objects of the meeting was 
the discussion of the effect of the so-called 
Raines liquor tax law upon the business of the 

harmacists and upon their patrons who require 
iquor for medicinal uses. After due delibera- 
tion upon the ‘subject matter, this joint com- 
mittee unanimously authorized the presentation 
to your honorable committee of the following 





MEMORIAL. 


The pharmacists of the State of New York 
have from the beginning of the operation of the 
so-called Raines liquor tax law felt that certain 
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of its provisions effecting the sale of liquor by 
licensed pharmacists were unjust to the latter 
and to a large class of their patrons, who may 
properly be ranked among the best and most 
law-abiding citizens of the Commonwealth and 
whose sympathies should ordinarily be in accord 
with the main objects of the said law. 

The pharmacists of the State, however, realize 
that a certain measure of responsibility for this 


condition of affairs should be laid at their own 
door, as they have reason to believe that their 
case was not properly presented to the Legisla- 
tive committees at the time of the passage of 
the bill ; and the only excuse they have to offer 
for this is that they did not realize the likelihood 
of the passage of the bill until it was too late to 
secure a hearing upon it. They have made no 
protest against the unjust operation of the bill, 
and have fom time to time assured their 
patrons that in all probability our law makers 
would, when the matter was properly brought 
to their notice, remedy the defects which have 
been so bitterly and so generally complained of. 

They respectfully represent to your honor- 
able committee that there are two important 
classes of our citizens with whom a moderate 
use of liquor is a necessity and to whom the 
denial of the privilege of purchasing of the same 
without unreasonable expense or inconvenience 
is an unwarranted abridgment of their per- 
sonal liberty, viz : 

First, a class of individuals for whom, in case 
of sickness, suffering or acute stages of disease 
the attending physician sees fit to prescribe 
liquor. This constitutes the traffic provided for 
by the liquor law under subdivision 3, and is 
known asthe prescription license. It provides 
that the business shall be done by a duly 
licensed pharmacist, and sales shall be made 
only upon the written prescription of a regu- 
larly licensed physician, sigued by him, dated, 
giving the name of the person for whom pre- 
scribed, filled but once and preserved on record 
by the vendor. The fee for this license is graded 
from $10 in the smallest place to $100 in the 
largest city. 

The druggists respectfully allege that sales 
made in this matter constitute the liquor sold 
as medicine necessary to the sick, and that a tax 
upon the sale of a medicine necessary to the 
sick is not approved by any intelligent com- 
munity, least of all by that of the Empire State. 

Further, the grading of the tax upon this 
kind of business (if tax must be levied) is un- 
warranted by any corresponding grading in the 
ability to pay the same. If your honorable 
committee will take the pains to investigate, it 
will soon discover that the demand for liquor 
upon prescriptions is as large in the smaller 
places as it is in the larger. 

If, as a part of the general plan conceived for 
the regulation and supervision of the traffic in 
liquor throughout the State, it is found neces- 
sary that some fee for registration be imposed 
upon the sale of liquor upon physicians’ pre- 
scriptions, the druggists respectfully ask that a 
nominal fee of $5 be fixed for such license or 
registration, and this would make it possible 
for every licensed ne oat in the State do- 
ing a prescription business to place himself in 
the position to supply his patrons in cases of 
urgent necessity. 

Second, another class of individuals, who 
naturally apply to the pharmacists for liquor 


for medicinal purposes consists of those who, 


from being advanced in years, of weak constitu- 
tions or impaired health, find it necessary to 
more or less continually make use of liquor, and 
it would be a hardship to compel these individ- 
uals to apply to a physician and pay him his 1ee 
for each small purchase of the stuff that they 
find it necessary to make. The sale of liquor to 
this class of individuals is properly provided 
for by the present law only under subdivision 
2, which allows the sale of liquor in legs than 5 
gallons, not to be drunk on tbe premises, and 
taxes suid sale upon a graded scale varying from 
$50 in the smallest place to $500 in the largest 
city. The result of this excessive tax has been 
to almost entirely deprive the druggists of the 
privilege of supplying their patrons and to com- 
pel said patrons, particularly in the larger 
cities, to very generally resort to the saloons to 
make their purchases; for it will be seen that 
the tax levied upon the storekeeper who is not 
at the same time a saloonkeeper is dispropor- 
tiovate and excessive in comparison with that 
paid by the saloonkeeper. Take it, for instance, 
in the city of Buffalo. The saloonkeeper re- 
ceives his license for $500, and this enables him 
to sell by the drink in addition to all the priv- 
ileges that are granted to the storekeeper upon 
a license fee of $800. The net license fee, then 
paid by the saloonkeeper for the privilege of 
selling by the drink is but $200, and the net 
result to the people is that they are at present 
unable to purchase liquor by the package for 
family or medicinal use anywhere but at the 
saloons and at a very small number of the 
largest groceries and pharmacies. In the city 
of Buffalo only 10 per cent. of the pharmacists 
have been able to take out the storekeeper’s 
license. and a portion of these were induced to 
do so because of the stocks that they had on 
hand that they wished to dispose of ; we feel 
free to say that if the same tax rate is continued 
for another year the number of pharmacists 
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holding such licenses will be reduced to 5 per 
cent. of the total. We ask that there be a 
material reduction made in the storekeeper’s 
license fee, and respectfully submit that it 
should be reduced to one-half the present rate, 
and it should nowhere exceed $200. We also ask 
that the licensed pharmacists —— doing 
business as such and holding a storekeeper’s 
license have the privilege of selling strong 
liquor, including alcohol, in quantities not to 
exceed 8 ounces and wine and malt liquors in 
quantities not to exceed 16 ounces on Sundays 
and during those hours at night in which such 
sales are at present prohibited, with the addi- 
tional restriction, however, that the sales made 
during the day and hours in which they are 
now arg eg shall be registered in a book 
kept for that purpose, giving the e and ad- 
dress of the purchaser and of the party for 
whom said liquor is required. and that the quan- 
tities above specified be not exceeded or re- 
peated during any night or Sunday to or for 
any one purchaser or address. 

In asking for these modifications of the law 
we feel confident that by reason of the greater 
number of licenses that will be taken out, not 
only will the public needs be better cared for, 
but, also, there will be no diminution in the 
aggregate amount of revenue to the State. 

'o the average licensed pharmacist the sale of 
liquor is not a source of profit, but a mere inci- 
dent in his business. He is obliged to have it to 
make his {stock complete, but does not believe 
the State should require him to handle itata 
loss. Respectfully submitted by the order of 
the Pharmaceutical Committee, 

(Signed ] R. K. SMITHER, 
President New York State Pharmaceutical 
Association and Chairman Joint Committee. 


CROSS-QUESTIONING THE DRUGGISTS. 


‘* What class of your patrons have pro 
tested against the charge of $50 ?’’ asked 
Senator Raines of Mr. Smither. 

‘‘ Lawyers, doctors, judges, all classes 
protest at their failure to be able to se- 
cure liquor as medicine from us,”’ said 
Mr. Smither. 

Mr. Smither said 78 local druggists 
held storekeepers’ licenses under the old 
law. There are 22 pharmacists’ licenses 
and 16 storekeepers’ licenses held by 
druggists under the new law in Buffalo. 
The old fee was $75 for a storekeepers’ 
license. The present rate is $300. He 
said the effect of the high rate was to 
drive out the 40 druggists who held 
licenses under the old law. 

“Do people call for alcohol as a bever- 

e?’’ asked Senator Raines. 

‘*In all my experience I know of only 
one case,’’ said Mr. Smither. ‘‘ The pro- 
portion is infinitesimal and not worthy 
the consideration of the law. But as to 
prescription licenses, the fee should be 
so low as to allow druggists to fill pre- 
scriptions and do a legitimate business 
without loss.’ Brooklyn has but nine 
such licenses. New York has only 
eight.” 

‘“*You say $5 is sufficient rate for 
strictly prescription selling ¢’’ asked Sen- 
ator Rgines. 

‘* Exactly,’’ said Mr. Smither. ‘‘ The 
present provisions are all right, except 
for the fee. My gross receipts amount 
to less than three times the cost of my 
liquor. [ have two stores and hold two 
of Buffalo’s 16 licenses. My total tax is 
$600. My liquor costs $1,200. My sales 
pay about $2,000 to $2,500. But do not 
consider it from a question of profit and 
loss to druggists alone. Cgnsider the 
9 need and let us supply it without 
oss.’ 

‘“*And without prescription ?’’ asked 
Senator Raines. 

‘© Yes,’’ said Alderman Smither. ‘‘In 
limited quantities, not toexceed 8 ounces 
of strong spirits and 16 ounces of malt 
liquors, to be registered in a book,’’ said 
Mr. Smither. ‘‘One sale to one person 


at one address, not to be repeated.’”’ 

‘* You favor giving all legitimate deal- 
ers those privileges during the hours 
stated ?’’ asked Senator Higgins. 

‘* Yes, sir, to druggists, who are proper 


persons under the State Board of Phar- 
macy,’’ said Mr. Smither. ‘‘Ican give 
you an instance of the present hardship. 
A workingman, living far from my place 
of business, had a sick wife. He could 
not find his physician. It was Sunday. 
He had no prescription. He came to me 
to get brandy. I knew the woman 
needed it. It was against the law for 
me to let him haveit. The cost of the 
liquor would have been 10 cents.”’ 

‘** Were you afraid of the grand jury ?”’ 
asked Senator Higgins. 

‘*T feared the stigma of indictment. I 
was not afraid of conviction,’’ said Mr. 
Smither. 

‘*My opinion is that it would be very 
desirable if drug stores could sell at all 
times for medicinal purposes,’’ said Sen- 
ator Higgins, 

Mr. Smither stepped down. John C. 
Smith of Plattsburg, Clinton County, 
took his place. Mr. Smith testified that 
he has $8.000 worth of stock with $25 
worth of liquors. He said the pharma- 
cists’ license in his town is $20. Three 
drug stores there have licenses. He 
emphatically agreed with Mr. Smither. 
‘““The storekeepers’ license is $100 in 
Plattsburg. As to the hardship of the 
law, recently in Plattsburg a man fell off 
the roof of a building on Sunday. He 
was carried into my drug store. There 
was no physician around. I could not 
at him stimulants. It was against the 
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‘If you sawa house on fire, would you 
break open a locked door to arouse the 
inmates ?’’ asked Senator Higgins. 

“‘I obey the letter of the law,”’ said 
Mr. Smith, severely. 

William Muir of Brooklyn, the presi- 
dent of the Kings County Society, was 
next. He heartily agreed with Mr. 
Smither. He said if the suggestions 
were adopted 60 per cent. of the drug- 
gists of Brooklyn would take out store- 
keepers’ licenses. Of the nine pharma- 
cists’ licenses now held in Brooklyn, four 
were taken to enable the holders to get 
rid of stock. They will be turned in 
after Christmas. There are seven store- 
keepers’ licenses held by Brooklyn drug- 
gists, of whom there are 500. Of these, 
491 hold no liquor license whatever. 
Under the old law 362 held licenses. 

‘* Remembering the fake hotels, would 
the druggists obey the law amended as 
you suggest ?’’ asked Senator Raines. 

‘* We could compel them to,’’ said Mr. 
Muir. ‘‘ That is, we would expel them 
if they did not.’’ 

‘* But under the State law, could he be 
prohibited from continuing to sell under 
his license ?’’ asked Senator Raines. 

‘Yes. Convict him of illegal selling,’ 
said Mr. Muir. 

Senator Higgins suggested a plan to 
authorize the druggists to take the affi- 
davit of every applicant. Mr. Muir dis- 
approved of it. 

William Muench of Syracuse was the 
next witness. In Syracuse, under the 
old law, he said, druggists took out 
a $50 license and an extra $20 license 
for prescription sales. Now the store- 
keepers’ license is $300 and the pre- 
scription license is $50. Since May 1 he 
has sold in all $10 worth of liquors. He 
agreed with Mr. Smither, and asked for 
a $100 storekeepers’ license for Syracuse. 

Senator Raines is apparently convinced 
that the law must be amended, but he 
does not express any oe or make any 

romises. There will have to bea strong 

elegation in the Legislature to carry 
out the views of the druggists and others 
interested in a new law. 
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MR. DAVIS’ RETIREMENT. 


An Interview with {the Former 
Business Manager of Parke, 
Davis & Co. 


DETROIT, Micu., December 19.—George 
S. Davis, who was formerly business man- 
ager of Parke, Davis & Co., and who is 
now consulting manager, has not gone to 
California as reported, but is living 
quietly at his home, 643 East Congress 
street, this city. For some time past 
rumors have been floating about Gris- 
wold street, the Wall street of Detroit, 
to the effect that David Whitney, Jr., 
Theodore H. Buhl and Henry Stephens 
had formed a syndicate to purchase a 
controlling interest in the company, with 
or without the co-operation of H. C. 
Parke. Mr. Davis was seen and stated 
that he knew nothing about any such 
state of affairs and that he did not owe 
any of the gentlemen a penny. They are 
all known to be very wealthy and enter- 
prising, and itis thought here tbat where 
there is so much smoke there must be 
some fire. Mr. Davis’ attention was called 
to the rumor on Griswold street that all 
the stock which he owned in the corpora- 
tion, amounting to some 12,000 or 15,000 
shares, was held by Detroit banks as 
collateral security for the money ad- 
vances which had been made on him. In 
answer to this he said: 

‘*Some of my stock is hypothecated 
with local banks, but I could not say 
just how much without consulting my 
books. However, it is nct over 1,000 
shares. Any of the rest that has been 
used as collateral at all is in the hands of 
my friends in the East, and as far as I 
know none of them have any intention of 
pushing me for payment. 

‘* After I had disposed of my realty 
here, which I did to protect creditors, I 
went to New York fora few days and 
arranged my other matters. I did not 
intend to go to California at any time, 
and no one was authorized to make such 
astatement. I intended then, asI intend 
now, to stay right here in Detroit until 
I had my financial matters on a solid 
basis. I know that there have been all 
kinds of rumors as to my intended move- 
ments, and anattempt was made to show 
that I was a bankrupt and got out of 
town to avoid my creditors. 

“*T do not owe the firm of Parke, Davis 
& Co. anything for overdrafts, and none 
of my stock has been sold except one 
small lot which was purchased by Mr. 
Parke. Ihave not paid much attention 
to the aftairs of the firm for some time, 
but so far as I know there have been no 
sales of stock, and the company is in bet- 
ter shape than ever it was before.”’ 

It was reported here to-day tbat the syn- 
dicate in question have already acquired 
the stock of some of the more timid of 
the shareholders at a very low figure. 
The large holdings of Mr. Davis could be 
taken from him by the purchase of all 
his hypothecated stock from those who 
hold it as collateral and are tired of 
waiting for Mr. Davis to take care of his 
obligations. The difference between the 
amount owing by Mr. Davis and the 
value of the stock would be used in pay 
ing his alleged overdrafts to the company, 
and these were reported to be $120,000. 

A gentleman thoroughly acquainted 
with the affairs of the firm stated to the 
DRUGGIST correspondent that it would be 
folly to presume that Mr. Davis would 
stand idly by and see his stock disposed 
of without a say in the matter. ‘It is 
well understood,’’ he said, ‘‘that Mr. 

















Davis has been the brains of the con- 
cern. He has acquired a world-wide 
reputation, and is known to physicians 
and druggists in almost every country 
through the medical treatises and maga- 
zines which have been issued under the 
name of George S. Davis, publisher. If 
any attempt is made to squeeze him, or 
if the stock is not disposed of in a manner 
suitable to him, it would not be surpris- 
ing to see another firm started, either 
here or in New York, with Mr. Davis at 
its head. Capital for such a venture 
would not be lacking and the new con- 
cern would be in direct competition with 
the one here’’ 

Shortly after Mr. Davis stepped out of 
the active management of the concern 
James E. Bartlett, who was superintend- 
ent, was transferred to Chicago to look 
after the branch house there. This is 
believed by some to be the forerunner of 
Tadical changes. J. H. Van Deusan, 
assistant superintendent, has been placed 
temporarily in charge of the various de- 
a while W. M. Warren, son in- 

aw of T. H. Buhl, one of the members 
of the alleged syndicate, is looking after 
the financial end of the business. 

The affairs of Parke, Davis & Co. are 
known to be in splendid condition, and 
the firm have enjoyed a year of unprece- 
dented ‘Prosperity despite the business 
depression which has existed. The fu- 
ture outlook for the house under the 
Management of Mr. Warren is of the 
brightest. 
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Tennessee Druggists Want the 
State Pharmacy Law Extended. 


CHATTANOOGA, December 15. — The 
State Board of Pharmacy and the Ten- 
nessee Druggists’ Association, acting 
jointiy, will have a bill introduced at the 
coming session of the Legislature provid- 
ing for the extension of the provisions of 
the pharmacy law to all parts of the 
State. In speaking of the matter, J. F. 
Voigt, vice-president of the State Board 
of Pharmacy, said: 

At present the law applies only to in- 
corporated cities. We want it extended 
s0 that it will include all the State, the 
country as well as the cities. As it is 
now, an inefficient and incapable man 
may fail to pass the required examination 
for pharmacist’s certificate in a city, but 
may move right outside the city limits, 
in the suburbs, opsn up for business at 
will and get considerable of the city 
patronage. The purpose is to weed the 
incompetents out altogether in both city 
and country. The bill wil be looked 
after by the Committee on Legislation of 
the State Druggists’ Association. R. H 
Gordon of Nashville, formerly a member 
of the Legislature, and at present presi- 
dent of the State Board of Pharmacy, is 
chairman of the Committee on Legisla- 
tion,”’ 

—_— - 


The Journal of Pharmacology. 


Beginning with the issue for January 
ithe title of the Alumni Journal, pub- 
lished by the Alumni Association of the 
New York College of Pharmacy, will b2 
changed to The Journal of Pharmacology. 
Dr. Smith Ely Jeliffe will asume the edi- 
torship of the periodical, and more atten- 
tion will be devoted in it to the scientific 
aspects of pharmacy. The Alumni As- 
sociation will continue to act as publish- 
ers. 


Activity of the New Jersey 
Board of Pharmacy. 

The following article, which appeared 
in the Jersey City News recently, has 
provoked much adverse comment from 
the pharmacists of New Jersey. The 
article is commented on editorially: 


THE SICK IN DANGER. 


Disease Has Powerful Allies in the 
Drug Stores. 








INCOMPETENT CLERKS. 





State Board of Pharmacy Hints at 
Terrible Things—A Patient Saved 
From Poison Put Up by Mistake— 
Unlicensed Clerks and Their Em- 
Ployers to be Prosecuted. 


The Board of Pharmacy of New Jersey is 
very active, and has been for some time, making 
a tour of the State in search of violations of 
the — laws The investigations have 
not been in vain. A number of persons have 
been discovered who are acting in the capacity 
of drug clerks without having undergone the 
examination and procured certificates, as pro- 
vided by law. 

The members of the board are: Herman J. 
Lohmann and George H. White of this city, 
William T. Brown of Madison, George R. 
Davis of Orange and Henry A. Jordan of 
Bridgeton. 

Speaking of the work of the association, Mr. 
Lohmann this morning said: ** We are actively 
engaged in ferreting out persons who violate 
the law, and we have found that some of those 
who are foremost in the business have in their 
employ clerks who have not complied with the 
law, and asa result the lives and health of the 
public are in jeopardy. 

‘““The board is after these persons, and pro- 
poses to compel them to pass the required ex- 
amination or retire from the business. Several 
cases wherein the law has been violated have 
been found in this city. and before long these 
delinquents will be arraigned in court. The 
penalty for violation of the pharmacy laws isa 
fine of $50. 

“I received a check recently from Frank 
Bradner of Newark, cousel to the board, in 
settlement for a number of cases where persons 
were fined for compounding medicine without 
a certificate. 

“The board has its detectives constantly on 
the watch for violators, and last night one of 
them brought me a bottle of medicine put up 
by an unlicensed clerk.” 

Mr. Lohmann held up a small vial partly 
filled with a dark colored liquid, but he care- 
fully hid the label. He refused to say where the 
vial came from or what it contained, but con- 
veyed the impression that the contents were 
poisonous. 

The board meets once in three months, when 
applicants are examined. The next meeting 
will take place at Trenton, January 21 and 22. 

One case which the board proposes to prose- 
cute is that of a clerk who failed to pass an ex- 
amination five years ago. In spite of this, he is 
still acting asa clerk and compounds prescrip- 
tions. 


The Oldest Drug Store in New 
Brunswick. 


In a recent issue of the New Brunswick 
(N. J.), Times there appears a very inter- 
esting history of the old drug store of R. 
G Van Pelt & Co., at the corner of Peach 
and Church streets, which has been altered 
so as to make it more in harmony with 
the modern requirements of trade. This 
store has been occupied continuously as 
a drug store ever since it was first erected 
in 1828, the first occupant being Richard 
MacDonald. Mr. MacDonald conducted 
the business alone, and later with part- 
ners under the firm name of Richard 
MacDonald & Co.. until 1848, the suc- 
ceasors being first Deshler & Carter, next 
Richard MacDonald & Sons, next George 
MacDonald & Co., next George Mac- 
Donald & Van Pelt and finally, in 1863, 
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the firm of R. G. Van Pelt was estab- 
lished, the original partners being R. G. 
Van Pelt, Robert Manning and J. H. 
Tapping. Siuce the death of R. G. Van 
Pelt, on February 22 of this year, the 
firm has been composed of T. H. Skill- 
man and Edward R. Van Pelt, and on 
July 1 the style of the firm name was 
changed to Skillman & Van Pelt. As it 
now stands the new store is one of the 
handsomest in the State. 


oo -- 


C. G. Bacon & Co. Have a New 
Plan. 


Beginning with the new year the firm 

f C. G. Bacon & Co., 218 Greenwich 
street, this city, will put into operation a 
plan which is sure to find favor with 
live ,up-to-date druggists who are willing 
to take up new ideas ¢o long as they are 
feasible and profitable. The plan of 
Bacon & Co. will be announced in full 
in our issue of January 10, and as it will 
be somewhat in the nature of a surprise, 
we are not at liberty at present to pub- 
lish any details. We merely wish now 
to direct the attention of our readers to 
the fact that it is something worth 
watching for, and the integrity and 
energy of this house are sufficient to 
guarantee in advance the success of their 
plan. The past year has been a partic- 
ularly profitable one for C. G. Bacon & 
Co. despite the general complaint of 
hard times, and the new year will witness 
an expansion of the vigorous and enter- 
prising policy which has characterized 
their operations ever since they started 
in business. 





—____g—__— 


F. S. Hubbard & Co. Go Out of 
Business. 


The drug jobbing firm of F. 8. Hub- 
bard & Co. of Buffalo, N. Y., will 
go out of business at the close of this 
year. Frank §., the head of the firm, has 
for some time past been devoting his in- 
terests to the new hotel project which 
has been under discussion in Buffalo 
during the past year, and it is under- 
stood that he will abandon his connection 
with the drug trade entirely. There is 
plenty of room in Buffalo for an enter- 
prising firm of wholesale druggists, and 
a scheme was on foot at one time to or- 
ganize a large stock company, with a 
prominent Philadelphia firm as leading 
stockholder, but nothing came of it, and 
it is not thought probable that the de- 
funct firm will have an early successor. 


> 


The Michigan Board of Pharmacy 


will hold a meeting for the examina- 
tion of candidates in Arion Hall (Catho- 
lic Club Building), corner Wilcox street 
and Barclay Place, Detroit, Tuesday 
and Wednesday, January 5 and 6, 1897, 
commencing at 9 o’clock a.m. Tuesday. 
All candidates must be present at that 
hour. Candidates must file their appli- 
cations with the secretary, and must 
furnish affidavits at least one week be- 
fore the examination showing that they 
have had the practical or college experi- 
ence required. Application for exami- 
nation and blank forms for affidavits for 
practical or college experience may be 
obtained from the secretary, F. W. R. 
Perry, Detroit. The next examination 
will be held at Grand Rapids, March 2 
and 3, 1897. 
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Removal of the Tax on Alcohol. 


Boston, December 19.—-Resolutions in 
favor of the removal of the tax on alco- 
hol when used in the arts and manufac- 
tures were adopted at a special meeting 
of the Massachusetts State Pharmaceu- 
tical Association held to-day in Young’s 
Hotel. A call had been issued to the 
association to assemble for a discussion 
of the subject, and about 40 members 
attended. President William F. Sawyer 
was in thechair. Nearly all present spoke 
upon the matter, and a great diversity of 
> was expressed. J. W. Colcord 
of Lynn presented the resolutions. They 
are, in effect, that the association views 
with favor any redutcion in taxation 
compatible with the revenue of the 
country, especially such as shall enable 
the sick and needy to obtain their medi- 
cines and chemicals at a lower cost; it 
approves the efforts being made to re- 
move the tax from alcohol when used in 
the arts and manufactures, provided 
that alcohol is made free from taxation 
to the manufacturer of small capital and 
limited use equally with the wealthy 
and powerful, with greatly extended use; 
it opposes such legislation if the facilities 
are not open to the small user as well as 
the large as being hostile to our rights 
as American citizens, and inimical in the 
highest degree to our business interests, 
and at the same time affording no relief 
to the public at large. 

Another resolution was offered by F. 
H. Whitney. diametrically opposed to 
the sentiments of the first one. A long 
discussion ensued, at the conclusion of 
which an informal ballot was taken to 
ascertain the sentiments of the meeting, 
resulting in the acceptance of Mr. Col- 
cord’s resolutions and their adoption. 


WHAT THE PAINT MEN THINK, 


At the last monthly meeting of the 
Paint and Oil Club a report was made by 
a special committee, of which A. W. 
Strauss of Boston is chairman, with 
reference to the possible use of grain 
alcohol in the arts and manufactures if 
it were obtainable free of tax. The com- 
mittee stated that if the alcohol were 
properly methylated there would be no 
danger of fraud against the government. 
If the tax were removed it could be used 
largely in the arts, and especially in the 
manufacture of shellac varnish. This 
varnish has no equal as a finish for natu- 
ral woods, and at the greatly reduced 
price at which it could be manufactured 
and sold with free alcohol there would 
be no temptation to painters and finishers 
of interiors to substitute cheap “oil 
finish,’ ‘‘liquid fillers,’ and alleged 
varnishes. These imitations do not pre- 
serve the wood or protect it as does 
shellac varnish. If grain alcohol were 
free of tax it would be substituted largely 
for wood alcohol. A small amount of 
methylation would prevent its use for 
any illegitimate purposes. Grain alcohol 
under the tax costs about $1.65 more 
than wood alcohol. 


Dr. Eccles to Become a [ledical 


Editor. 


The publishers of the American Medico. 
Surgical Bulletin announce that after 
January 1 the chief editorship of that 
journal *‘ will be in the hands of Robert 
G. Eccles, M.D., who is well known to 
many of our readers and whose reputa- 
tion asa writer extends to two continents. 
Few authors have been more extensively 
quoted at home and abroad.”’ 


Unlicensed Sale of Phenacetin. 


CuicaGo, December 20.—Your corre- 
spondent learned on good authority that 
more than 2,000 ounces of phenacetin that 
did not bear the trade-mark of the con- 
cern (Schieffelin) that handles it in 
America was placed in Chicago in one 
week a short time ago—that is, if the 
peddler speaks the truth. 

This was done in spite of the injunction 
granted some years ago to stop such sales; 
in fact, the stuff was placed with the peo- 
ple who were enjoined. Either experience 
is not the teacher it is supposed to be or 
those who are back of the deal feel con- 
fident of beating the American patentees. 
There is every indication that develop- 
ments will grow out of the traffic in 
phenacetin that will be of national inter- 
est to druggists, for it is highly improb- 
able that the present state of affairs will 
be allowed to go unnoticed. 





THE BOSTON CASE, 


Boston, December 19.—It is believed 
that the case now before a master ap- 
pointed by the United States Circuit 
Court in this city, dealing with the sale 
of phenacetine by one A. L. Bridges, 
may result in other suits being brought 
against druggists in New England and 
throughout the “country This case was 
brought by Edward M. Dickinson of 
New York, owner of the American 
patents on phenacetine, against Mr. 
Bridges, who sold the drug to dealers in 
Boston and other places, and its principal 
object is to obtain an accounting from 
the defendant. It is understood that he 
has sold a majority of the retail dealers 
in New England. 

Bridges was arrested last summer on a 
charge of smuggling goods, but was dis- 
charged upon producing a customs re- 
ceipt, and has entered suit against the 
officers for false imprisonment. He sold 
phenacetine for 65 tents an ounce, 
whereas Dickinson’s price is 90 cents. 
Many drugzists, influenced by the rc duc- 
tion in price, bought readily. He is said 
to have testified that he sold for J. E. 
Allport of Fulton, N. Y., to whom orders 
were to be sent when asking for a second 
shipment. 





The Attorney of the Ohio Food 
Commission. 


CLEVELAND, OHIO, December 17.—The 
vexed question of the Pure Food Attor- 
neyship has at last been settled. Lucas 
W. Collister, of the firm Collister & 
Wilcox, will be the next attorney for 
that department. 

Owing to the fact that the place is 
worth from $6,000 to $8,000 a year a 
great deal of wire pulling was done and 
much conjecture was raised. At one 
time the ‘‘ know-alls’’ were sure that 
Benjamin Parmellee, brother-in-law to 
Colonel Myron T. Herrick, would surely 
get the plum. But the very fact that he 
was a brother-in-law to Major McKin- 
ley’s intimate friend smashed the slate 
at one blow. Pure Food Commissioner 
Blackburn determined upon the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Collister several days ago, 
but the matter was kept quiet for obvi- 
ous reasons. Harry Mason, of the firm 
of Taft & Mason, was another prominent 
attorney mentioned for the position, but 
no doubt Mr. Blackburn remembered 
that Attorney Mason did not work for 
his interests during the caucus of last 
spring. 
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Telephone Matters in Chicago. 


CuHIcaGo, December 20.—Temporarily 
there is comparative quiet in the sempi- 
ternal row between the opponents of the 
slot machine and the telephone company. 
The sub-committee of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee of the Common Council has not 
handed in its report. Whether it intends 
to do so or not remains to beseen. It 
certainly has a difficult task on hand 
when it attempts to reconcile the warring 
factions in regard to the dime-in the slot 
device. The manner in which this sub- 
committee came to be chosen has been 
fully described in former numbers of the 
AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 

Monday night, December 17, at the 
meeting of the Common Council, Alder- 
man Finkler, he of the unsavory record, 
brought up a motion to compel the Chi- 
cago Telephone Company to supply pri- 
vate instruments at $75 and public at 
$100. It was referred to a committee, 
where it may slumber for all time, for 
the telephone company seems to be able 
to administer powerful sedatives to ad- 
verse measures. 

_ officers and Executive Committee 
C0) 
THE RETAIL DRUGGISTS’ LEAGUE, 


which is fighting the slot machine, are 
out with a plaintive circular appealing 
for funds. A dollar or two from each 
druggist inclined to take their view is 
requested. The object of the collection 
is to get funds with which to carry on 
the apparently Quixotic battle against 
the wealthy and influential telephone 
monopoly. The appearance of the circu- 
lar has raised an inquiry that I have 
heard in{many quarters regarding the 
legal status of the League. At the meet- 
ing at which an organization was effected 
and since then the members have openly 
announced that they will resort to the 
law to enforce their claims. ‘‘ But how 
can an unincorporated concern, one 
that has no legal responsibility, attack 
one that is established according to the 
status ?’’ say the inquiring ones. The 
officers of the Retail Druggists’ League 
have said that it is their purpose merely 
to back up individuals in their fights 
against their alleged oppressors, but 
many are anxious to know if they can do 
it. The problem they suggest is that if a 
druggist enters the courts he will not 
know upon whom to fall back in case he 
incurs heavy expense. The League has 
no bank account, and has no dues which 
may be collected, contributions being en- 
tirely voluntary. It would take a large 
sum of money to push a big suit, and the 
League’s only resource so far has been to 
pass around the hat and solicit $1 con- 
tributions, which have shown no indica- 
tions of swelling to larger proportions. 
Whether a druggist could recover the 
cost of a suit from the members of an 
unincorporated concern on the strength 
of a verbal agreement is a question that 
may prove a poser for those who contem- 
plate taking legal action. 

In regard to the motion of Alderman 
Finkler to reduce the cost of telephones, 
friends of the slot machine say that they 
do not see how the change can benefit 
them, for they now get the instruments 
for nothing. A cheap telephone, they 
claim, would mean a return to the old 
“‘free-lunch’’ system in an intensified 
form. This same objection is made to 
the proposition that the proprietor of the 
store be allowed to use his instrument 
free of charge, for in that case his friends 
would want “to use it for him,’ and it 














is feared his friends would increase at 
such a rate that the old system from 
— relief is sought would be reverted 
0. 
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Activity of the New York State 
Board. 
SYRACUSE, N. Y., December 17, 1896. 


Ninety-two candidates presented them- 
selves for examination before this board 
on November 27, and of this number 38 
were passed and 54 were rejected. Of the 
successful examinees 35 were licensed as 
licensed pharmacists and four were 
licensed as assistant pharmacists. The 
names of the licensed pharmacists are: 

James H. Dunlavey, Ithaca; George W. Schae- 
fer, Albany ; Joseph 8. Johnson, Elmira ; Bryant 
G. Lawrence, Waterville; George M. Lathrop, 
Cherry Creek ; George H. Copeland, Corning ; 
Herman Olney. Waverly; George L. LeSage, 
White Plains; William F. Davey, Elmira; Harry 
M. Brewer, Elmira; Levi E. Fenton, Cassadaga: 
pe I. Rossiter, Brocton; William F. Branch, 
Potsdam ; John ©. Bearcroft, Fonda; Perley D. 
Kinney, Poultney, Vt. ; Julius Finkelstein, New 
York; Timothy Kahn, New York; Oliver L. 
Thomas. Baldwin; Clinton G. Nickells, New 
York; William L. Kested, Northville; Louis A. 
Kleinschmidt, New York; Albert Lee Harris, 
Tarrytown; Arthur Brainson, New York; 
Burt E. Zimmerman, Lockport; Riggs Watrous, 
Elmira; Herbert J. Barker, Fairport; Isaac C. 
Emery, Rochester ; D. Ernst Reid, Rochester ; 
George D. Albee, Walton; Fred. R. Barker, 
Brandon, Vt.; Robert V. Coon, Jr., Troy; 
Lester L. Carde, Lawrence; Isadore Fadiman, 
New York ; Floyd C. Raymond, Patchogue. 
The names of the assistant phramacists 
are: 

Aaron L. Merin, New York ; George J. Lewis, 
Rochester ; Henry G. Haynes, Delhi; Michael 
A. Laddon, Hoboken, N. J. 

The next examination will be held on 
February 19, 1897, at Albany, Platts- 
burgh, Rochester, Syracuse and Yonk- 
ers. The next meeting will be held at 
Rochester on February 23, 

Since last March the board has been 
making earnest efforts to confine the 
sales of drugs and medicines in cities and 
smaller places that are not rural districts 
to licensed pharmacists, as required by 
the pharmacy law. It has also been 
working hard to compel unlicensed deal- 
ers in rural districts tosell their lauda- 
num and other poisonous tinctures in 
small bottles put up by and bearing the 
label of a licensed pharmacist, and to 
sell their gum opium, morphine, etc., in 
small packages similarly put up and 
labeled. As the outcome of these efforts 
there have been a number of prosecu- 
tions, as will be noted on reading the 
board's annual report in the last proceed- 
ings of the New York State Pharmaceu- 
tical Association. 


UNLICENSED CLERKS. 


A recent letter from Sécretary Dawson 
informs us that since making this report 
the board has not: been idle, and has re- 
luctantly instituted suits for the recovery 
of penalties against several licensed 
pharmacists in Elmira for violating Sec 
tion 188, relative to the employment of 
apprentices and the limitations of their 
privileges. Complaint has been made 
against several of the unlicensed clerks 
in that city, alleging that they were in 
the habit of selling poisons and of com- 
pounding physicians’ prescriptions dur- 
ing the absence of their licensed em- 
ployers. These clerks were duly notified 
that they must stop their illegal practices, 
and their employers were notified that 
they would be prosecuted for violating 
Section 188 of the law if they permitted 
their clerks to practice pharmacy during 
their absence. After the service of these 
notifications a renewal of a complaint 
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against these offenders resulted in the 
board’s sending an agent to Elmira to 
ascertain if the allegations in the com- 
plaint were true, and as the outcome of 
the visit evidence of a convincing char- 
acter was secured of the guilt of several 
licensed pharmacists. 


A number of suits for the recovery , 


of penalties have been instituted, part 
of which have been settled out of court, 
but the probabilities are that defences 
will be put up in some instances, and the 
outcome cannot be predicted with any 
degree of certainty. The board has re- 
cently been doing some investigating in 
the counties of Queens, Suffolk and 
Richmond, sending to licensed pharma- 
cists a letter like the enclosure marked 
“‘ A,” and upon receipt of answers giving 
the requested information a circular 
letter like ‘“B’’ and grocers’ circular 
like ‘‘C ’’ and copy of the law are sent 
so each alleged offender. 


UNLICENSED DEALERS IN QUEENS AND 
SUFFOLK COUNTIES. 


The reports from licensed pharmacists 
in Queens and Suffolk counties would 
indicate that unlicensed dealers there are 
selling drugs illegally, but as yet the 
board has not been furnished with evi- 
dence of the fact. 


SUCCESSFUL PROSECUTIONS. 


The board has successfully prosecuted 
two suits against F. A. Overton, at Cold 
Spring Harbor. The defendant was sued 
for five penalties in the first suit, and 
Judge Keogh directed a verdict for four 
penalties and the costs, amounting to 
$252.68. The second suit, for three pen- 
alties, was discontinued upon the pay- 
—" of the taxable costs by the defend- 
ant. 


THE RIGHTS OF PHYSICIANS AS TO 
DISPENSING. 


The board has just served summons 
and complaint in a suit against Dr. 
James H. Shaw, at Cold Spring Harbor, 
for compounding prescriptions other 
than his own while in the employ of F. 
A. Overton. There seems to be a mis- 
taken notion prevalent among some 
physicians and unlicensed dealers that 
physicians who are not licensees of the 
board have a legal right to came into the 
stores of these dealers and compound 
prescriptions other than their own, and 
the board proposes to disabuse their 
minds of this erroneous idea, even at 
the risk of pinching somebody. The 
board is determined to break up this 
illegal practice of pharmacy on the part 
of the clerks all over the State, and the 
action taken in Elmira is but the enter- 
ing wedge in this line of work. 


LLETTER A.] 


It has been alleged that unlicensed persons 
in your vicinity are retailing domestic reme- 
dies, such as paregoric, epsom salts, quinine 
pills and such like drugs, and if this be so, 
they are practicing pharmacy illegally, as.... 
asanee is not arural district. 

If you know of any grocer, dry goods mer- 
chant, general dealer or other unlicensed 
person who is retailing such drugs. kindly send 
me his or her name and address. Assuring you 
that your communication will be treated in 
confidence, I remain, 

Yours respectfully, 
[Signed] EDWARD DAwson, JR., Secretary. 


[LETTER B.] 


I send you heweritbh a copy of the phamracy 
law governing the practice of pharmacy in this 
State, and beg to call your attention to the fact 
that under its provisions and requirements you 
are not permitted to sell any of the“ usual 
domestic remedies,” even if they be put up in 
bottles or packages bearing the label of a 
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licensed pharmacist, and you are hereby noti- 
fied that you must at once discontinue your 
illegal sales of such remedies. For the purpose 
of enlightening you on this point sot at you 
cannot plead ignorance of the meaning and 
intent of the law, 1 will say that the law pro- 
hibits you from retailing such simple drugs as 
epsom salts, borax, sulphur, etc. In the pres- 
ence of evidence that you disregard this notifi- 
cation of the board I shall take prompt steps to 

rosecute you for violating the pharmacy law. 

oping you may give this matter your imme- 
diate attention, and thereby save much annoy- 
ance and expense, I remain, 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
EDWARD DAWSON JR., Secretary. 


(LETTER C.] 
CIRCULAR TO GROCERS AND GENERAL DEALERS. 


At a meeting of the State Board of Pharmacy 
held in Syracuse on March 6, 1896, it was decided 
that grocers and general dealers in cities and 
in places that are not legally defined as * rural 
districts ” should be permitted to sell the fol- 
lowing drugs at retail, viz.: Borax, sulphur, sal 
soda, salt petre, bicarbonate ‘soda, cream tartar, 
ammonia, olive oil, dye stuffs. 

The sales of poisonous dye stuffs must be 
registered, and each package containing such 
poisonous drug must be plainly labeled with 
the word “ poison,” as required by the penal 
code, 

EDWARD S. DAWSON, JR., Secretary, 
125 S. Salina Street, Syracuse, N. 


——>—_——_ 
Decision Reserved in the New 
England Druggist Libel Suit. 


Boston, December 19.—The case of 
David L. Bradt vs. A. G. Weeks and the 
Weeks & Potter Drug Company of Bos- 
ton came up in the Superior Court in 
Worcester last week, arguments being 
made on demurrer. This case is an 
action of tort brought by Mr. Bradt to 
recover $10,000 damages for an alleged 
libel on the part of the defendants and 
alleged injury to his business. The 
plaintiff claimed that he was engaged in 
the business of publishing the New Eng- 
land Druggist, and was making money 
from advertising by firms whose names 
were presented. It was alleged by the 
plaintiff that by malicious attacks made 
by the defendants upon him the firms in 
question were disposed to withdraw their 
patronage and cancel their contracts. 
After hearing the arguments the court 
announced that its decision would be re- 
served. 

eee 


Look Out for George Perry. 


PHILADELPHIA, December 20.—Lately 
there has been a gentleman going around 
among the prominent officials of the vari- 
ous large organizations and securing 
money from them in various ways. He 
has found it so easy to get what he was 
after from those gullible people that in 
all probability it will not be surprising 
to hear of them having bought the so- 
called ‘‘ gold bricks.”” A few days agoa 
prominent member of one of the largest 
drug houses in the city was visited by 
this gentleman, who handed him a card 
on which was inscribed the name of 
George Perry. This man said that his 
son was engaged with W. L Palmer & 
Co. in the South, and that he had in pay- 
ing his bil! given more money than he 
had intended and was short $5. His gen- 
tlemanly appearance was in his favor, 
and he secured the $5 he was after. | Mr. 
Kline in speaking of the affair at dinner 
the next day was surprised when a gen- 
tleman who is one of the leading officials 
of a hardware company pulled out a card 
with the same man’s name on it, and 
said that he had been victimized to the 
amount of $10. It is understood that 
this imposter is going the rounds, and it 
will be wise for those who do not wish to 
give their money away to hold on to it. 
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Robert Black. 


Robert ‘Black of Brooklyn, one of the 
oldest members of the Kings County 
Pharmaceutical Society and of the craft 
in Brooklyn, died December 12 at his 
home in that city from a complication of 
diseases, at 65 years of age. 


a o——— 


Robert Shoemaker. 


Robert Shoemaker, who died at his 
residence, 1736 Green street, Philadel- 
phia, on December 17, after an illness 
lasting over five weeks, was one of the 
oldest wholesale druggists in business, 
and during his lifetime he had gained a 
large c'rcle of friends. He served as 

vice-president of 

the N. W. D. A. 

and held high posi- 

tions in other or 
\ ganizations. Fora 
\ number of years 
| he was vice-presi- 

{dent of the Phila- 
| delphia College of 
Pharmacy. His 
death means a 
great loss to this 
college, as he al- 
ways had its inter- 
ests at heart. 

Robert Shoemaker was born at Shoe- 
makertown, Montgomery County, in the 
vicinity of what is now called Ogontz, 
on February 1, 1817. During his early 
life he attended the country schools, 
and at the age of 15 years he entered the 
drug store of William Scattergood, at 
the southwest corner of Second and Green 
streets. He remained in the employ of 


Mr. Scattergood until 1837, when, at the 
age of 20 years, he became the proprietor 
of the store, and upheld his connection 
with the retail drug business for 20 years 
without change of location. On January 
1, 1856, he sold his store, and in conjunc- 
tion with his brother, Benjamin H. Shoe- 
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maker, purchased the wholesale drug 
business at the northeast corner of Fourth 
and Race streets, at which place he con- 
tinued his business until the time of his 
death. 

The late Professor Procter, an intimate 
friend of Mr. Shoemaker, desiring infor- 
mation for his forthcoming volume on 
‘‘ Practical Pharmacy,”’ visited the lab- 
oratory of Mr. Shoemaker from time to 
time. 

On the occasion of one of these visits 
Mr. Procter asked Mr. Shoemaker to 
obtain from the water in which the lead 
plaster was kneaded and cooled a speci- 
men of glycerin that he could use for 
exhibition to his class of students. This 
was done, and thereafter Mr. Shoemaker 
made large quantities for the trade. Thus 
it is believed he became the first manu 
facturer of glycerin in the United States. 
This was in the year 1846, and that first 
specimen is still in existence and can be 
seen at the Philadelpbia College of Phar- 


acy. 

Mr. Shoemaker, although actively en 
gaged in his business, had found time to 
bestow attention to other interests, hav- 
ing been for many years a bank director 
in the Consolidation National Bank of 
Philadelphia and also director in one of the 





oldest fire insurance institutions, the Del- 
aware Fire and Marine Insurance Com- 
pany. He had administered as executor 
and trustee to several estates. Interested 
in common school education, he gave 15 
years of active service to work as a 
director in the Cheltenham district. His 
active Jife had been rewarded by a good 
degree of healthand happiness and had 
brought sunshine into the lives of many. 
A meeting of the trustees of the Phila- 
delphia College of Pharmacy was held on 
December 18, at which appropriate ad- 
dresses was made. His funeral on the 
following day was largely attended. 





Died on the Train. 


Boston, December 19.—John F. Hib- 
bard, a salesman for B. S. S. Milton, 
druggist, of Bridge street, Salem, died 
suddenly on the local train from Salem 
to Beverly on Friday morning, 11th 
inst. He was about 70 years of age. The 
cause of his death was heart failure, 
superinduced by over exertion in hasten- 
ing to catchatrain. Asa salesman ha 
was considered exceedingly successful, 
and for so old a man was very energetic. 
He was born in Rhode Island. 





Metropolitan Hews. 


New York, Brooklyn, Jersey City and Vicinity. 


John A. Given has resigned his position at 
W. H. Leonard’s pharmacy, Tarrytown, N. Y., 
where he hasbeen employed for the past six 
years. 


Arthur Gladd, one of the oldest order clerks 
of the wholesale drug house of McKesson 
& Robbins, is seriously ‘11 at his home with 
pheumonia, At last accounts Mr. Gladd was 
improving. 


August H. Bresloff, N. Y. C. P., ‘94, until re 
cently assistant pharmacist of the Presbyterian 
Hospital, has accepted a position as drug clerk 
with B. J. Kraft, 125th street and Lenox avenue, 
New York City. 


Clarence de Noyelles, formerly with W. T 
Blair, 399 Ninth avenue, New York City, and 
more recently with C. R. Pignol, 455 Sixth 
avenue, Brooklyn, has resigned his position at 
the latter pharmacy. 


F. DeLorne, recently with the Bolton Drug 
Company, 456 Fulton street, Brooklyn, has ac- 
cepted a position with Ferdinand Freund, drug- 
gist, at 2 West Jl6th street. corner of Fifth 
avenue, New York City. 


Frank J. Keller, N. Y. C. P.. 94, who is at 
present studying medicine at the Long Island 
College Medical School, has purchased the drug 
store of Dr. E. W. Doty, Totowa and Wayne 
avenues, Paterson, N. J. 


Paul R. H. Wegener, lately with A. Ammon, 
Eighty-first street and Columbus avenue. and 
more recently with J. Jungmann, 1020 Third 
avenue. New York City, has resigned his posi- 
tion at the latter pharmacy. 


R. F. Hellstern. N. Y. C. P., “92, and his 
brother, G. A. Hellstern, have started in the 
retail drug business by purchasing the phar- 
macy corner of Congress street and Webster 
avenue, Jersey City, N. J 


C. Wesley Smith, N. Y. C. P., 96, recently with 
F. W. Muchmore, druggist at East Hampton, 
L. L, has accepted a position as prescriptionist 
at Herman L. Behren’s pharmacy, 220-222 Colum- 
bus avenue, New York City. 


Frederick A. Hoyt. N. Y. C. P.. 96, is now con- 
nected with the Relief and Hospital Depart- 
ment of the Plant system of railroads, located 
at Waycross, Ga. Mr. Hoyt has recently passed 
the Georgia State Board of Pharmacy. 


Chas. Lotz, son of Druggist Christian Lotz, 
and an employee of McKesson & Robbins, was 
obliged to undergo an operation a few days 
ago, a cancer having formed in his ear. The 
— was a success, and he has returned to 
work. 


Joseph Tankard, who has charge of the manu- 
facturing department at Richard Hudnut's 
pharmacy, 925 Broadway, New York City, is 
mourning the loss of his mother, who died of 
heart disease at her late residence at Watkins 
Glen, N. Y 


It is reported that A. H. Schuyler will leave 
his post with Jonnson & Johnson on January 
1, to take up the manufacture of certain rat 
poison specialties with the Newton Mfg. Com- 
pany, in which it is stated he has secured a 
large interest. 


W. Leaker, who was employed as porter for 
the ‘past two months at Dr. C. C. Crammer’s 
pharmacy, 2198 Seventh avenue, confessed to 
having stolen some money and goods from his 
employer, and was sentenced to the peniten- 
tiary for a year. 


Willis N. Haverstick, N. Y. C. P., 83. and for 
the past eight years in the retail drug business, 
corner of Fifty-ninth street and Madison 
avenue, New York City, has sold his store to F. 
W. Dudley. The store will be known as“ The 
Hoffman Pharmacy.” 


John E. Ricksecker, N. Y. C. P. °93, and his 
brother, Chas. A. Ricksecker, N. Y. C. P., '96, 
have purchased the drug store located at 129th 
street and Lenox avenue, New York City, and 
report business as being good since they have 
taken hold of the store. 


Adolph Dalbon, a junior student at the New 
York vane of Pharmacy, formerly in the em- 
ploy of Rudolph Theis, 260 Seventh avenue, has 
pee taken a position as junior clerk at Kess- 

er’s pharmacy. Thirty-third street and Second 
avenue, New York City. 


Frank A. LeRoy, a junior student at the New 
York se of Pharmacy. formerly in the em- 
ploy of W. E. Cramer, corner of Seventy-third 
street and Park avenue. and more recently with 
Max Zagat, corner of Third avenue and Fiftieth 
street, New York City, has resigned his position 
at the latter pharmacy. 


Arthur W. Wright will, on January 1, resign 
from the staff of Merck's Bulletin, with which 
he has been connected for the past year. Mr. 
Wright was previously manager of the drug 
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store corner of Bowery and Canal streets, New 
York City, and it is his expectation to get back 
to the retail drug business. 


W. E. Jennings, for the past three years sales- 
mau in the Eastern States with the wholesale 
drug firm of Tarrant & Co., corner of Warren 
and Greenwich streets, New York City, has re- 
signed his position and has accepted a similar 
situation with McKesson & Robbins. 


Christian Scheuerl, for the past year with the 
Oscar Kress pharmacy, corner of Fifty-second 
street and Broadway, which position he re- 
signed when the store was sold to I. C. Warsaw, 
has — the position of manager of the drug 
store 84 Catharine street, New York City. 


_ Richard J. Reilly, who has heen the assistant 
in chemistry and physics of Professors Chand- 
ler and Elliott at the New York College of 
Pharmacy for the past eight years. and who was 
assistant to Professor Coblentz in the same in- 
stitution at the present session, has resigned. 


The Alumni Association of the New York 
College of Pharmacy will hod its second an- 
nual ball at the Madison Square Banquet Hall, 
Wednesday evening, January 20, 1897. Last 
year’s ball was largely attended by the alumni 
and friends of the college, and was quite a 
success. 


Clinton G. McKesson of the firm of McKesson 
& Robbins, wholesale druggists of this city, has 
just returned from a two weeks’ trip to the Hot 

prings of Virginia, where he accompanied his 
sister, who went there for the benefit of her 
health and who was much benefited by the 
change and milder climate. 


C. D. Bowman, N. Y. C. P., ’84, formerly in 
the retail drug business in Washington, D. C., 
and for the past year with Henry Evans, whole- 
sale and retail druggist, 938 F street. in the 
same city, has made an engagement with Fair- 
child Bros. & Foster to go on the road. He will 
start with said firm ‘on the first of the year. 


Oscar Reed. the genial collector at McKesson 
& Robbins’ was wrapt in smiles the other morn- 
ing when he sauntered into the office, for a little 
girl had made her appearance at his residence 
during the night. Though they have been 
married ten years, this is the first time that the 
— has knocked at the door of Mr. and Mrs. 

eed. 


The store of Heinrich Maschmet, corner of 
Putnam and Sumner avenues, Brooklyn, which 
he purchased from Mr. Boney about two months 
ago, has again changed hands, it being rumored 
that the Bolton Drug Company is the new 
owner. C. W. Fischer. who was the manager 
for a Maschmet, has been superseded by Mr. 

ink. 


George H. Jorgensen Ph.D.. a graduate of 
the recent post graduate class at the New York 
College of Pharmacy, formerly in the employ of 
W.J. Quencer, druggist, corner Fifty-seventh 
street and Ninth avenue. has accepted a posi- 
tion at “The Hoffman Pharmacy,” corner of 
Fifty-ninth street and Madison avenue, New 
York City. 


L. A. McGraw, the popular and widely known 
perfame salesman of Tarrant & Co., is one of 
the few men who retain connection with that 
firm in its new departure as a perfume and 
sperialty house. The druggists of the State 
will be glad to learn that ‘‘ Mac” will continue 
to cover the same territory and retain his 
valued connections among the trade. 


Horace Buxton. who came from Eastport, 
Maine, to attend lectures at the New York Col- 
lege of Pharmacy, and who was recently with 
the Garfield Drug Company, corner of Thirty- 
fourth street and Tenth avenne, has accepted a 

osition with J. L. House, 118 Albany avenue, 

rooklyn. Mr. House is an alumnus of the New 
York Gollege of Pharmacy, class of ‘91. 


The engagement of Miss Rena Symmes Sea- 
bury, daughter of Geo. J. Seabury. to David Ely 
Green, Jr., of Llewellyn Park, Orange, N. J., 
has been recently announced. The young 
people have a large and valued acquaintance 
among the members of the drug trade through- 
out the county, who will, no less than ourselves, 
tender sincerest congratulations to the happy 
couple, 


H. A. Somerville. formerly in the employ of 
the Bolton Drug Company of Brooklyn, and 
since lass May manager of Scudder’s phar- 
macy, corner of Bowery and Canal street. New 
York City, has established himself in the retail 
drug business with Druggist Palmer by pur- 
chasing the drug store of Frank Falkenreck, 
corner of Eighty-sixth street and Fourth 
avenue. 


Howard Smallwood, a clerk in S. A. John- 
son's pharmacy, corner of Broadway and 
Chambers street, Newburgh, N. Y., was seri- 
ously injured on the 13th inst. while experi- 
menting with a mixture of nitric acid and mer- 
cury. Anexplosion occurred in which Small- 
wood’s face and hands were terribly burned and 








cut. It is feared that he may lose the sight of 
both eyes. 


G. Grumbine, formerly night clerk at E. L 
Fendler’s pharmacy, corner of Forty-second 
street and Broadway, and more recently at J. 
C. Warsaw's, corner of Fifty first street and 
Broadway, has resigned from the latter phar- 
macy in order to accept a clerkship at Walter 
Rockey’s pharmacy, Eighth avenue and Thirty- 
fifth street, New York City. . 


Carl Sickenberger has resigned the position 
of head clerk which he has held for the past 
year at Frederick W. Turner’s pharmacy, 91 
Lawrence street, Manhattanville. He will *be 
succveded by oe Eugene Becker, who was 
lately in charge of the Paul Ballutf Successors’ 

harmacy, at Eighty fourth street and Colum- 

us avenue. 


Louis Seither, N. Y. C. P., °89, who resigned 
his position as clerk at Miller’s pharmacy, 
Kleventh street and University place, New 
York City, a few weeks ago, has just returned 
from a three weeks’ hunting trip to Jefferson- 
ville, Sullivan County. N. Y.,and reports that 
there are plenty of partridges and rabbits for 
ambitious sportsmen. 


Miss LaBelle C. Noyes, a junior student at the 
New York College of Pharmacy, has just ac- 
cepted a —- with Kellog & Co., druggists, 
corner of Fifty eighth street and Sixth avenue, 
New York City. Miss Noyes was, previous to 
her entering upon her college course, in the em- 
ploy of Arthur H. Hamilton of Auburn, N. Y. 
He was the first prize man of the class of °85, 
New York College of Pharmacy. 


C. Wesley Smith, N. Y. C. P., 96, formerly 
with F. W. Muchmore, East Hampton, L. I., has 
been relieving for the past few weeks at R. 
Hudnut’s pharmacy, 925 Broadway, New York 
City, where he took the place of Mr. Pierce, 
who injured his knee cap by coiliding with a 
protruding drawer. Mr. Pierce, having re- 
covered, has returned to his duties, thus releas- 
ing Mr. Smith. 


" §. F. Hennessey, formerly with the Hudnut 
pharmacy, 205 Broadway, and more recently 
manager of the Nickells & Co. pharmacy, corner 
of Sixty fifth street and Columbus avenue, New 
York City, which latter business has just been 
sold to Walter S. Rockey, as recorded in our last 
issue, has been engaged as the manager of the 
former Ditman pharmacy, in the Astor House, 
corner of Broadway and Barclay street, in place 
of Mr. Warner, resigned. 


Armin Richter, formerly in the retail drug 
business in Mount Vernon, and more recently 
in this city, and a graduate of tbe class of ‘88, 
New York College of Pharmacy, has become a 
member of the faculty at “The Dwight 
School?" on Forty third street near Fifth 
avenue. where he lectures on botany and chem- 
istry, and_he has also accepted a position at 
the NewsYork Preparatory School at the same 
address, where he delivers lectures on astron- 
omy, geology, zoology and physical geography. 


Max J. Breitenbach, N. Y.C. P., ‘77, formerly 
in the retail drug business corner of Canal and 
Bowery, and more recently at the corner of 
Fitty seventh street and Madison avenue, New 
York City, has sold the latter pharmacy to F. 
W. Kinsmann, Jr.. who owns a store at Thirty- 
ninth street and Sixth avenue and another one 
at Twenty fifth street and Fourth avenue. Mr. 
Breitenbach retires from the retail business in 
order to devote all his time and attention to 
Gude’s Pepto-mangan, of which he is pro- 
prietor. 


W.J. Althans, who has been the manager of 
the New York branch of the Malt Nutrine de- 
partment of the Anheuser-Busch Company. has 
been promoted to the very ——— position 
of auditor, a change which will necessitate his 
making his home in St. Louis. The many 
friends of Mr. Althans in this city will regret 
to lose him, but will unite with us in congratu- 
lating him upon his well deserved advancement. 
Mr. Althans’ place in this city will be taken by 
W. A. Richardson, formerly London represent- 
ative of Frederick Stearns & Co., the outside 
business remaining a3 heretofore in the hands 
of J. G. Patton. 


In order to bring the college course to a close 
a week sooner, the trustees of the New York 
College of Pharmacy had arranged to resume 
lectures after the Christmas vacation on 
December 28, 1896, and this would necessitate 
opening the college on New Year's Day, buta 
monster petition, signed by all but 20 students, 
was presented to the trustees, requesting an ex- 
tension of the holiday vacation until Monday, 
January 4, 1897, and at the recent meeting of the 
trustees it was decided to close the college from 
Thursday evening, December 24, 1896, to Satur- 
day morning, January 2, 1897,a period of eight 
days, instead of closing December 19 and resum- 
ing December 28, as was the original intention. 


William Spangenberg and Frank H. Boyd, 
. Y.C. P., °83, have formed a covartnership 
under the style of Spangenberg & Boyd, and 








403 


have established themselves in the retail drug 
business, corner of Eighty second street and 
Columbus avenue, New York City, succeeding 
Starr H. Ambler. Both parties are active 
young business men and capable pharmacists, 
being well known on the upper West Side, 
having ‘been for the past six and eight years 
respectively with H. A. Cassebeer, at Seventy- 
second street and Columbus avenue. Mr. Boy 
resigned his position at Casseberr’s some months 
ago, and was lately the manager of Louis A. 
Bates’ pharmacy at Sixth avenue near Forty- 
second street, where he succeeded Mr. Reed. 


Cc. J. F. Timmermann, N. Y. C. P. ‘91, pro- 
prietor of the pharmacy at the corner of Bush- 
wick avenue and Melrose street, Brooklyn, 
was honorably discharged on the lth instant 
by Police Justice Harriman. before whom = 
appeared on the charge of having sold oxalic 
acid, when Carlsbad salts was called for. It 
will be remembered that about two months 
ago a young daughter of Joseph Meblboldt 
went to Timmermann’s store and claims to 
have asked for Carlstad salts, though the we 
gist asserts positively that Klee salz (the =. 
man name for oxalic acid) was ealled for, an 
he delivered the oxalic acid duly labeled. Mr. 
Mehlboldt took the poison, and died shortly 
after. The coroner's jury at once discharged 
the druggist, exonerating him from all baa oo 
but charge of criminal negligence was also 
brought against Mr. Timmermann, and it emg 
this charge that was proclaimed unfounded in 
the police court. 


Moritz Beranz contracted with Nicholas 
Kruscal for the use and occupation of a space 
in the street in front of the latter's drug store, 
72 Delancey street, for a soda water stand. fora 
year from May 1, 1894, for $200. payable in in- 
stallments, the last of which was payatle in 
August, 1894. The stand was remove by the 
municipal authorities in June, 1894, and ee 
sued in a district court to recover the $128 e 
had already paid, on the ground that the 4 
tract was made on misrepresentations that de- 
fendant had a permit from the Board of Alder- 
men for such a stand. The Appellate bag So 
Presiding Justice Daly giving the opinion, _ 
reversed a judgment for plaintiff an ordered a 
new trial, holding that plaintiff did not prove 
the alleged representation was untrue by —, 
ing absence of a permit. The removal — 
was not such proof, as it might have ta - 
place after revocation of a permit previously 
granted. Neither could recovery be had 7 
such a case upon the ground of the illegality o 
the contract in permitting an encroachmen 
upon a public highway, as the law would leave 
the parties where it found them, and give = 
remedy to either against the other. Also, tha 
there was no evidence in the record to sustain a 
recovery of any particular sum as rent paid in 
advance. 

VIOLATED THE COMBUSTIBLE LAW. 


Seigmund Laduziner, a druggist. at 40 Market 
street. has for a time, it is charged, been selling 
combustibles, such as benzine and other articles 
for the sale of which a special permit has to be 
obtained from the eo department, and which 

duziner had failed to procure. : 
mie arrest was “athe about by Inspectors 
Fisher, Bailie and Eagan of the fire depart- 
ment, and upon their charge he was held for 
trial by Magistrate Mott in the Essex Market 
Police Court to-day. It is said by the inspectors 
that in a large number of the drug stores of this 
city the same failure exists to have the neces- 
sary permits. 
GRIP MEDICINE IN DEMAND. 


The prevalence of the grip is having the effect 
of cousin a great run for cough mixtures and 
similar medicines. At Riker’s Pharmacy, Sixth 
avenue and Twenty-second street, it was said 
that there had been no such demand for medi- 
cines to cure coughs and colds since the grip 
epidemic of 1889. The manager at Paul Bal- 
luff’s store, at 632 Sixth avenue, said he hada 
tremendous run last Sunday, and was busy 
until late into the night. 


JOHNSON & JOHNSON ROBBED 


Through the efforts of a detective of New 

Brunswick, N. J.,a plot by which Johnson & 
Johnson, the well known manufacturing chem- 
ists. were being systematically robbed has ‘just 
been exposed, and Joseph Z-igler, an employee 
of the firm, has been arrested. Two other men 
are suspected. A few weeks ago the detective 
learned that Zeigler and two other men were 
selling iodoform, menthol and beeswax in large 
quantities to a drug firm in Newark. Knowin 
that the men were employed_by_ Johnson 
Johnson, he informed James G. Phinney, the 
superintendent. Acting under instructions of 
the firm, the detective. through a stool pigeon, 
asked the men to supply $50 worth of menthol 
and iodoform. The goods were to be delivered on 
Thursday night to a man ina boat on the Rari- 
tan River. Inthe evening Zeigler came witha 
basket to make his first delivery, and was then 
arrested. One of the other men has disap- 
peared. 
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HUGO R. KOECHLING TAKES HIS LIFE. 


Hugo R. Koechling of 852 Fourth avenue, 
Brooklyn, was found dead at his home on De- 
cember 10. He was well known in retail drug 
trade circles in this city, having been for many 
years manager of J. Milhaus’ Son’s pharmacy, 
83 Broadway. About two years ago he estab- 
lished' himself as a proprietor by!purchasing the 
drug store at 51 Eighth avenue, which he sold 
last June to Trueg & Wimmer. About a year 
ago he lost his wife under peculiarly sad cir- 
cumstances. Mrs. Koechling was sick with 
pneumonia, and during a delirious spell and in 
an unguarded moment she got out of bed to 
warm herself at the grate fire, her clothing 
— fire, and she was so severly burned that 
she died as a result of the injuries received. 
The loss of his wife made him despondent, and 
it was probably brood ing over his misfortune 
that induced him to take his own life. 


———— 


The Albany College of Pharmacy. 

At a meeting of the class of ’97 of the 
Albany College of Pharmacy the follow- 
ing officers were elected: President, 
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Arthur Decker, Monticello, N. Y.; vice- 
president, Geo. S. Wheeler, Mt. Upton, 
secretary, R. B. Channell, Malone, N. 
Y.; treasurer, Perley D. Kinney, Poult- 
ney, Vt.; valedictorian, Clarence W. 
Briggs, Malone, N. Y. 





A Pharmaceutical [leeting of the 
New York College of Pharmacy. 


At the regular February meeting of 
the New York College of Pharmacy 
Vice President Geo. Massey, of Lanman 
& Kemp, will read a paper on ‘‘ Opium,”’ 
dealing with the bearing of the charac- 
ter of the extraneous matter present in 
opium upon its medicinal virtues. The 
paper will be discussed by Dr. Chas. 
Rice, Dr. Jeliffe and J. H. Wainwright 
of the U. S. Appraiser’s office. 





Business Methods for Pharmacists. 


A LECTURE BY GEO. W. HOPPING. 


At the December meeting of the Alumni Association of 
the New York College of Pharmacy Geo. W. Hopping of 
the firm of Seabury & Jobnson delivered a lecture on 


’ 


‘* Business Methods,’ 


in which the business side of phar- 


macy was brought out and discussed in an eminently clear 
and practical manner. The meeting was held in the main 
lecture hall, Mr. Hopping speaking from the lecture table 
from which Professor Coblentz is accustomed to expound 
the mysteries of chemistry as applied to; pharmacy. The 
attendance was fairly large, there being present a number 
of students and elderly members of the college in addition 
to the alumni and a few out-of-town druggists. 


N the absence of President Searles the 
task of introducing the speaker fell 
to Vice-President Herold, who in- 

formed the gathering that Mr. Hopping 
would lecture on ‘*‘ Financiering and the 
Fine Points of Pharmacy,’’ which was a 
little too all embracing for Mr. Hopping, 
and led him to say that he liked the in- 
troduction of the drug journals better, 
the AMERICAN DRUGGIST having an- 
nounced the meeting in the issue of 
November 25. Mr. Hopping told how he 
came to be facing the Association of 
Alumni of the New York College in his 
present capacity. 

When it was suggested by a former 
President, 8. W. Fairchild, that the stu- 
dents should havea business training, the 
idea met with general approval, he said, 
and Secretary Mason, in his zeal for the 
interests of the college, asked Mr. Hop- 
ping if he would deliver an address on 

usiness methods. 

‘*With some reluctance,’ said Mr. 
Hopping, ‘‘I acceded to Mr. Mason’s 
request, thongh knowing that it would 
be difficult with the limited time I could 
devote to preparation to meet the reason- 
able expectations of those who might 
gather here. The passing away of Mr. 
Mason has made the task more difficult, 
and yet more urgent upon me. 


A GERMAN PROVERB. 


“The Germans have a proverb, ‘Nur ein 
schelm gibt mehr als er hat.’ I cannot give 
you more than I have, but probably less than I 
could wish, and can only hope that others will 
take up the work and improve and expand this 
beginning into something more commensurate 
with Mr. Fairchild’s idea.” 

Mr Hopping then proceeded to speak of the 
essentials of success in business. He said : 

“It is first requiste that your capital shall 


be sufficient for the business. The amount, of 
course, will vary with the circumstances. 


AN ILLUSTRATION FROM ** BRADSTREETS.” 


‘* Bradstreets’ yearly reports show that a 
large majority of the failures are of those who 
have from $5,000 to $10,000 capital, while those 
having $100,000 or more furnish only about 1 per 
cent. of the failures. 

“These be‘hard lines, my masters,’ but upon 
analyzing the causes of failure it is evident 
that the proportion is materially increased by 
want of training in business methods, as well as 
bad personal habits. Hence the importance of 
this subject. 

AVOID MORTGAGES. 


“When starting in business I would advise 
every one to avoid, if at all possible, the ex- 
ecution of a mortgage in order to secure stock. 
In general terms, any one who starts in debt is 
not a free agent ; there isa sense of obligation, 
if not the obligation itself, which prevents one 
from purchasing to the best advantage. I have 
known some houses to refuse to enlarge their 
business rather than do business on credit, and 
I believe that the result has in every instance 
justified the wisdom of the course, because, 
under our system, once in about every ten 
years comes a financial crisis which may crush 
any one who owes a considerable amount of 
money and Ssometimes the amount is not very 
large, either. I would say in particular, dread 
a mortgage us you would the devil, always sup- 

osing that you do dread him, although Henry 

ames, the Boston philosopher, many years ago 
expressed the opinion that “in time the devil 
would become a polished gentleman and useful 
member of society.” I_am not so sure but 
what that time has arrived—as regards his being 
a polished gentleman, at least. Be that as it 
may, it isa great deal better in starting out in 
business to ke safe than sorry. 


ON THE CHOICE OF A PARTNER, 


‘* We will suppose you are prepared to begin 
business. It isto be hoped, however, that you 
have had the advantage of a training in a first- 
class establishment, conducted on business 
principles. If you should enter into partner- 
ship, which I would not advise, be as careful in 
os apartner as you should be, but prob- 
ably will not be, in choosing a wife. Your future 
happiness, commercially—yes, even conven- 


tionally speaking—is at the mercy of your 
partner. 

“But if you should go into partnership, con- 
sider well your articles of partnership; havea 
good‘lawyer to draw your papers, and then read 
them, and all papers of importance very care- 
fully, before signing. Never decide a matter 
of importance after noon. Mrs. Caudle showed 
keen knowledge of human nature in her curtain 
lectures. She knew Mr. Caudle was not at his 
best after a hard day’s work. Many men in 
business, for want of a proper system of ac- 
counts, do not know whether they are making 
or losing money, and few know with any 
degree of accuracy just what price they should 
put upon their goods to cover their expenses 
and make a profit. If they did, there would be 
less cutting and ruinous competition. 


KEEPING A BANK ACCOUNT, 


““Now a few words about keeping a bank ac- 
count. You must understand that banks, asa 
class, are the most independent institutions we 
have, controlling as they do the volume of cur- 
rency, thereby wielding power which properly 
belongs only to the Government. They are in 
a position to help or ruin a man in business as 
their interests will decide, and in the case of 
some ignorant bank officials, against their own 
true interests. It ie therefore absolutely neces- 
sary that you should always keep your account 
with the bank perfectly correct. In drawing 
checks begin as far to the left as you canto 
write in the amount, and be careful to leave no 
blank space after the amount, which can be used 
to increase the sum for which the check is 
drawn. Keep the bank account in your check 
book after the method which I here show you, 
and you will probably never unwittingly over- 
draw your account, and you should never know- 
ingly do such a thing, as the time may come, 
unless you keep out of debt, when you will 
want to borrow from the bank, and in order to 
do that you must be well established in their 
good graces. 


BILLS PAID BY CHECK. i 


“IT may as well say right here that it isa 
waste of time and postage to require a receipt 
for a bill paid by check. An indorsed check is 
the best receipt you can have. 

“Deposit checks given you promptly. If a 
bank should fail, as they sometimes do, and you 
have neglected to deposit a check within afrea- 
sonable time, you will be the loser ; otherwise 
not. Incase you should have occasion to make 
a draft upon any one, always make it ‘ No pro- 
test.’as protesting causes an unnecessary ex- 
pense where there is no indorser to be held 
liable. 

BUYING GOODS. 


“When buying goods buy largely of well-es- 
tablished and quick selling staples in order to 
get the best terms, and sparingly, no matter 
what the inducement, of slow sellers or goods 
that have not established their market, and if 
goods should be sent you on sale or return, be 
sure that the house sending the goods is strong 
financially, so that if you have to return the 

oods you may be able to get your money 

ack. Take good care of your stock. The class 
of goods in which you deal is liable to deteriora- 
ation to a greater extent than that of almost 
any other business, the printer's, perhaps, ex- 
cepted, and you have noright to expect others to 
relieve you of a loss due to your own careless- 
ness or neglect. 

4 DO NOT OVERSTOCK. 

“Be careful not to overstock; pay day will 
come. Buy standard goods. You may not 
think your customer will detect you, but hon- 
esty is the best policy, if you can hold on. More- 
over, I believe that the number is increasing of 
those who are learning that a good article ata 
higher price is really cheaper than a poor article 
at a lower price. 

‘Don't gamble, especially in Wall -.street ; 
keep out of outside transactions. If you can't 
succeed in a business with which you are con- 
versant, how can you expect to succeed in one 
of which you know little or nothing’ Besides, 
you distract your attention from your legiti- 
mate business. 


ADVERTISE, AND KEEP AT IT. 


“If you wish to advertise, keep everlastingly 
at it, and in the same general style. Reiteration 
has a certain hypnotic effect. Apply it to arti- 
cles of genuine worth, and they will advertise 
themselves also by their merits. 

‘Don’t throw circulars in the waste basket. 
One of the gorgeous checks of our concern for a 
large amount was torn in pieces bv a friend of 
mine before he read the accompanying letter. 
He had the pleasure of repairing it before he 
deposited it. Much in the way of education may 
be obtained from circulars without believing 
everything you read. 


BUSINESS LETTERS. 


“A few words about conducting correspond- 
ence, andIam done with this inadequate pre- 
sentation of my subject. It is becoming more 

















and more customary in America to drop the 
‘* Messrs.” or “* Mr.” in addresses. Do not read 
into a purely business letter personal feeling. 
Not every one knows how to write letters that 
will evince a kindly feeling while stating an 
unpleasant truth or business principle. We 
have no written signs of kindliness to soften 
the rigors of correspondence, and sometimes 
an error of a typewriter will convey a meaning 
totally unintended and unnoticed by the one 
dictating. 
HOW TO ORDER GOODS, 


“In ordering goods it is well to write your 
order on a re pos sheet of paper, signing 
your name, and write whatever you may have 
to say on other matters on a separate sheet. 
This may seem to be a small matter, but it will 
often save delay in filling an order, especially in 
houses doing a very large business. 


WHEN YOU ARE DUNNED. 


‘In case you should be dunned for an account 
you have no right to feel offended, and should 
at least show the courtesy of answering and 
explaining the situation. In all cases it is much 
better to write frankly, promising nothing that 

ou do not feel confident of being able to per- 

orm, and straining every nerve to keep your 
promise when once made. 

‘In this connection I would also say that in 
writing letters to a commercial establishment 
do not write personally to any one connected 
with the concern, if you expect a prompt 
answer. It is often the case that parties will 
send an order to a house addressed to a traveler; 
there is naturally some hesitation in“opening 
such a letter, and strict business requires that 
it should be forwarded to the traveler, no matter 
how far away he may be. All business letters 
rere ” addressed to the house, not to an in- 

ividual]. 


AN ESSENTIAL POINT. 


‘** Also, while on the subject of letters, please 
remember to i on the full name of your town, 
with name of State and street address if any. 
Munkadunk is undoubtedly the most important 
town in the country because you live there, 
but it is possible that now and then a benighted 
jobber or his clerk may not know just exactly 
what State Munkadunk. or this particular Mun- 
kadunk, is in, and it will save you a great deal 
of annoyance, to say nothing of the other fel- 
low, if you _be careful to put on the name of the 
State. If Munkadunk happens to be a city it 
would bea pious notion to add the street address, 
When | say pious I mean it. for | have known 
people to swear under such circumstances. 

“‘In the course of business I have sometimes 
had letters from parties in Portland, not cus- 
tomers, requiring considerable investigation to 
ascertain whether this particular Portland was 
in Maine, Ccrnecticut, Oregon or Kamschatka, 
and after hunting in the waste basket for the 
envelope I have found the post mark too illegi- 
ble to be of service in solving the problem. 

“Always reread your letters, and be careful 
to sign them; but have your name printed some- 
where on your postal or letter sheet. Your sig- 
nature may be just the thing for a check, on ac- 
count of its illegibility, but although familiar 
to the clerk of your wholesale house, you cannot 
expect them to recall readily which particular 
Tom Jones it is who owns that curio of chirog- 
raphy.” 

Mr.‘Hopping brought his lecture to a 
close by thanking the members for the 
close attention which they had paid to 
such a dry subject. Julius Tannenbaum 
proposed a vote of thanks, which was 
seconded by W. H. Ebbitt, after which 
the proceedings terminated. 





Heard Around Boston 


A meeting of the creditors of Hannah M. and 
George E. Prince, —— at 170 Shawmut 
avenue, will be held at the Insolvency Court on 
March 12, 1897. 


William F. Draper of Hopedale is the special 
gh aed and Frank L. Young of Boston and F. 
W. Kimball of Lynn are the general partners 
in the limited partnership organized for the 
purpose of dealing in oils, wax and grease. 
a" Draper has contributed $40,010 to the 
stock. 


All the property confiscated at the alleged 
illicit distillery in South Boston was sold by 
order of the United States Government a few 
days ago. Among the articles were three con- 
densers, a lot of iron pipe, steam pumps, tubs of 
110 gallons capacity, receiving cisterns, and 
other pieces ot apparatus used in a still. 


The New England Pharmacal Company have 
removed their offices and salesrooms from 47 
Hanover street to more commodious quarters 
at 9% Portland street, where their manufactur- 
ing plant is located. M. L. H. Leavitt, the 


manager, said the other day that the company 


expect to place their goods in all the markets 
within a twelvemonth. 


The December meeting of the New England 
Paint and Oil Club, held the other night in the 
Parker House, was termed a“ Military Night.” 
Among the guests were: Gen. E. L. Molineux 
of the National Guard of New York, Capt. J. 
W. Weeks of the Massachusetts Naval Brigade, 
and Hon. G. A. Marden, State Treasurer. An 
interesting talk’on Metropolitan military affairs 
was given by Mr. Molineux. 


Massachusetts Matters. 


Edward T. McEvoy, druggist of Chelmsford. 
has been granted a sixth-class license. 


E. N. Gates of Holliston is to remove to Ded- 
ham, where he will engage in the drug business. 


F. B. Myers’ new drug store in Bradford has 
displayed an attractive stock since the opening. 
Indications point to a good business. 


John Doyle, at one time a clerk in Irving P. 
Nash’s drug store in North Arlington, has ac- 
cepted a position in a local clothing store. 


The head clerk in Goldwaite’s pharmacy in 
Brockton, William Adams, has taken possession 
of his new residence on Lexington street. 


F. A. Lavoie’s drug store in Church street, 
Chicopee, has been sold under the hammer. Mr. 
Lavoie opened another drug store in Dunn's 
Block the next morning after the sale. 


William I. Barton of J. W. Colton & Co., 
Westfield, manufacturers of flavoring extracts, 
reports a most satisfactory business trip of 
seven weeks in the West and Middle West. He 
is satisfied that prosperity has ‘*come again 
once more.” 


An attempt to burglarize the store of Edward 
Farrar, druggist, in Medford, was made one 
night last week, but the police officer on the 
beat saw the men while they were at work on 
their job and gave chase. They had the advan- 
tage of a start,and were out of sight in a 
moment. About 8 o’clock in the morning, how- 
ever, two men were captured in Malden, and 
as they answered the description of the burg- 
lars they were held. 


Affairs in New England. 


Whist prizes ina large and varied stock are 
making business lively in Howe’s pharmacy in 
Rochester, N. H. 


Sidney Copeland of Warren, Maine, has 
bought a drug business in Wollaston, and has 
removed his family to that town. 


Sixth-class licenses have been granted to P. 
J. Cavanagh of Enfield, Conn., and E. F. Tom- 
linson of Plainville, Conn., druggists. 


George Sherry has opened his new drug store 
in East Rochester, N. H. The building has 
just been completed, and the store and stock 
are brand new. 


The drug store of John O'Donnell, in Roches- 
ter, N. H., was entered by burglars one night 
recently, and all the cash in the till was taken, 
and about everything that could be converted 
into cash. 


The case against Dr. J. C. Maranda of Woon- 
socket, R. I., druggist, for illegal sale of liquor, 
which had been on the docket for about two 
years, was nol-prossed early this month by the 
Attorney General. in the Common Pleas division 
of the Supreme Court at Providence, on pay- 
ment of costs. 


Four hundred 50-cent bottles of California 
Jatarrh Cure were given away in Nashua, N. 
H., the other day by the company'sagent. It 
was announced that only those afflicted with 
the complaint would be served, but it seemed 
that nearly one-half the population of the city 
were troubled with catarrhal trouble, so great 
was the demand 


A number of druggists in Biddeford, Maine, 
were visited by deputy sheriffs the other morn- 
ing and served with writs summoning them to 
appear at the January term of the York County 
Supreme Court at Saco. The writs relate to 
indictments found a year ago on “spotter” 
evidence. The visit of the officers was a great 
surprise. 


So enjoyable was the recent banquet of the 
Concord, N. H., Druggists’ Association that it 
has been practically decided by the members to 
meet once a month. The last meeting was held 
in Concord and attended by a large number of 
the association. among whom were: D. W. 
Sullivan, George F. Underhill, W. P. Underhill, 
A. P. Fitch, A. H. Knowlton. G. A. Berry, John 
Berry, William Spice, C. H. Shattuck, J. B. 
Hawkes, D. F. Giles, D. C. Woodman. W. Baker 
and O. N. Davis. 
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PHILADELPHIA, December 20.—On De- 
cember 17 the last meeting of the com- 
mittee that had charge of the entertain- 
ing of the delegates and visitors to the 
annual meeting of the N. W. D. was 
held, after which an informal dinner was 
given at the Walton. The entertain- 
ment feature of the annual meeting was 
a great success, and owing to the liberal 
manner in which the trade in this city 
responded, there was more money than 
was needed to go around. Previous to 
the meeting Treasurer Hance had ad- 
dressed a letter to all the contributors, 
stating the facts in the case to them and 
showing what amount was to be divided 
among the subscribers. Besides this, it 
is stated that in case the contributor did 
not want his or the firm’s share forward- 
ed to him power should be given to 
the treasurer to deliver the fund to the 
Philadelphia Drug Exchange as a nest 
egg. 
oF is understood that many, if not all, 
of the subscribers have signified their in- 
tention of having the money delivered to 
the Drug Exchange, and in this manner 
a fund will be created which will, in a 
measure, do away with the calling of 
assessments to meet expenses which accu 
mulate each year, especially if there is 
anything extra on the carpet. 


THE ALCOHOL REBATE SUIT. 


M. N. Kline, who has been in Chicago 
attending a hearing in the suit of his 
firm against the Distillers & Cattle Feed- 
ers’ Trust, has returned. The firm of 
Smith, Kline & French Company are 
sueing this trust for rebates on alcohol 
purchased by them. In speaking of the 
matter Mr. Kline said that the hearin 
was a very important one, and he ha 
found that the master is throwing out all 
suits on the slightest technicality. How- 
ever, he thinks there will be no reason 
for taking such action in their suit, as 
they have conformed in every way to the 
agreement made with the trust. 


THE CO OPERATIVE WHOLESALE COM- 
PANY. 

On December 9 the annual meeting of 
the Philadelphia Wholesale Drug Com- 
pany, Limited, was held at which James 
Buchanan was elected president, W. N. 
Stem, vice-president; R. C. Brodie, treas- 
urer; A. Pollar, secretary, and the 
following board of managers: James 
Buchanan, W. N. Stem, D. H. Roos, J. 
T. White, E. M. Boring, Wm. McIntyre 
and E. R. Gatchell. A preliminary re- 
port of the condition of the affairs of the 
company was read, and it was shown that 
the corporation was in a strong financial 
condition. 


THE PURE FOOD COMMISSION 


of this city are doing all they can to pre- 
vent the selling of adulterated articles, 
not only by the grocers but by the drug- 
gists as well. Although some druggists 
have been notified to cease selling certain 
articles there has as yet been ro suit 
brought against them, even though they 
continue to sell the goods. On Decem- 
ber 16 John Kirkpatrick, James Conway 
and L. G. Willis & Sons were convicted 
of selling cotton seed oil under the name 
of olive oil in violation of the Pure Food 
Act. Kirkpatrick and Conway were 
sentenced to pay a fine of $50 and the 
cost of prosecution, and $5 additional, the 
cost of the chemist’s analysis. in the 
case of Willis & Sons the same fine was 
imposed, except that the amount was 
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$100. Charles A. Saybold, who is Deputy 
Commissioner of the State Dairy and 
Pure Food Commission, testified to hav 
ing purchased a quantity of cotton seed 
oil as olive oil from each of the defend- 
ants; each defendant admitted the sale, 
but contended that they thought they 
were selling the pure, unadulterated olive 
oil. Judge Gordon in his charge said: 

“The present defendant is charged with sell- 
ing cotton seed oil as* olive oil,’ and thus violat- 
ing that clause of the law which prohibits the 
sale of articles in imitation of or in the name of 
an article of food. The evidence established con- 
clusively that the article sold was cotton seed 
oil and not olive oil. and that the bottle was 
labeled ‘ olive oil.’ This evidence is uncontra- 
dicted, and establishes beyond doubt the sale of 
anarticle in imitation of and in the name of 
another article of food. To such proof, where 
the sale is admitted, there can be only one de- 
fence, and that is mistake. Ignorance of the 
character and quality of the article sold is not 
defeace. Where the seller sells and intends to 
sell the article purchased, and where the article 
thus sold is an imitation of or sold in the name 
of another article, the criminal offence is com- 
plete. There can be no legal offence to such 
proof in a prosecution of this kind. These cases 
are an exception to the general rule of the crim- 
inal law that guilty knowledge is necessary to 
establish crime The defendant is bound to 
know the character of the article which he sells 
as of a particular character, quality or kind. 
In this respect offences under the pure food 
statute are similar to such offences as illegal vot- 
ing and selling liquor on Sunday or withouta 
license. It is noanswer to such thought for the 
defendant to say that he thought he was quali- 
fied to vote or that he did not know it was Sun- 
day, or thought he had a right to sell liquor. 
Ignorance either of fact or law is no defence in 
such cases or in this case. If the seller could 
shelter himself from the legal effects of his act 
by saying that he did not know what the article 
was that he sold, the law might as well not have 
been passed. Jt would be a dead letter. This 
defendant says he did not know what the arti- 
cle he sold was. that he sold the bottle of oil as 
he got it, already labeled * olive oil.’ This is no 
defence, and in absence of any other exculpat- 
ing evidence he should be convicted.’ 


BOARD OF PHARMACY PROSECUTIONS. 


There have been freauently a number 
of complaints made to the State Pharma 
ceutical Board in regard to some drug 
stores in this city being conducted by 
those who have not been registered, and 
on December 9 the board, through its at- 
torney, Campbell Lancaster, begun pro- 
ceedings before Magistrate Devlin against 
a number of druggists who are charged 
with practicing pharmacy without a cer- 
tificate. Twocases were given a hear- 
ing and three were continued. There 
are two classes of offenders who come 
under the provinces of the law requiring 
every practicing pharmacist to register 
with the State Board and to prominently 
display a certificate in his store. The 
first case was of those who possess the 
necessary piece of parchment and who 
neglected to place it where it could be 
viewed by all men; for this the penalty is 
$10. For those who haven't registered 
and have not properly registered certifi- 
cates to display it is a criminal offence, 
with which the courts must deal. Isa- 
dore Kolb of 734 South Seventh street 
was the sole defendant of the first class, 
his carelessness costing him $10. In the 
case of Samuel Loder, southwest corner 
of Fifth and Carpenter streets, and Sam- 
uel Kauffmann, who conducts a place at 
Fifth and Lombard and also at Twelfth 
and Catharine streets, they were held in 
bail to the amount of $300 each. Dr. 
Boecker of 1204 Dauphin street, one of 
the State Pharmaceutical Board, was the 
principle prosecutor. In Loder’s case 
Wm. Irving Hoft, a student, testified 
that he had visited Loder’s store, and 
had a prescription containing poison— 
aconite—compounded by Loder, which 
he offered in evidence. 


Minor News Notes. 


Wm. Stiles has purchased the drug store at 
Fifth and Benson streets, Camden, from Dr. A. 
H. Lippincott. 
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Dr. E. F. Menger. Tenth and York streets, has 
bought the pharmacy from Van Dyke Bros. at 
Twenty-ninth and Jefferson. 


George W. Bark of the firm of Wm. Burk & 
Co., is confined to his home with a severe at- 
tack of typhoid pneumonia, but at this writing 
he is somewhat improved. 


John C. Keys, M.D., who has been at Tweifth 
and Pine streets for a number of years, follow- 
ing his father in the same business, died a few 
days ago after a prolonged illness. ba 


Dr. E. E. Wilson has bought the store for- 
merly conducted by W. W. Mattern, at 2604 Ger- 
mantown avenue, and also the store of William 
Tagg at Judson place and Berks street. 


Wm. Sonntag has purchased the new store at 
the corner of Rising Sun Lane and German- 
town avenue, and he will give up his present 
one at 340) Germantown avenue to conduct the 
new venture. 


Charles E. Keeler, who has one of the finest 
stores in West Philadelphia, at Fortieth and 
Locust streets, has parted with the one at 
Eleventh and Pine streets, and it is his intention 
- give all his attention to the West Philadelphia 

usingss, 


Feidt & Doyle, who some time ago moved 
from the store on Arch street above Sixth to 
their new new place of business, Eighth and 
Washington avenue, have again opened the 
store. They had this building for rent, but 
having a long lease on it and no one caring to 
take it, they decided to keep it, and now have 
had it fitted up asa fine salesroom. Their manu- 
factory will still be at Eighth street and Wash- 
ington avenue. 

THE NEXT BOARD MEETING. 


The next meeting of the Pennsylvania State 
Pharmaceutical Examining Board, for the ex- 
amination of applicants for registration, will be 
held in the Central High School Building, cor- 
ner Broad and Green streets, Philadelphia, on 
Saturday, January 16, 1897, from 1 to 6 p.m. 
For blanks and further information apply to 
Charles T. Gaorge, Harrisburg, Pa., secretary. 


—————————— 


OHIO. 


CINCINNATI, OH10, December 20.—Ohio 
Dairy and Food Inspector Joseph F. 
Blackburn, who was recently elected to 
succeed Dr. F. B. McNeal, has chosen 
the men who are to assist him through- 
out the state. The names were given to 
the public on the 15th inst., and some of 
the appointments created surprise. The 
names of the fortunate ones and their 
positions are as follows : 


PERSONNEL OF THE STAFF OF THE DAIRY 
AND FOOD COMMISSIONER, 


Chief clerk, George T. Crawford of 
Stark County; stenographer, Alma L. 
Snedeker of Belmont County; depart- 
ment commissioners, William Martin of 
Cuyahoga County; Julius Adler of 
Hamilton County; chief counsellor, 
Speaker David L. Sleeper of the Ohio 
House of Representatives; assistant 
counsellors, Charles H. Bosler of Mont- 
gomery County, Speaker pro tem of the 
Ohio House of Representatives; J. W. 
Halfhill of Allen County, 8S. B Walcott 
of Portage County, Judge C. W. Wilcox 
of Cuyahoga County. U. T. Brown of 
Lucas County, Otto Renner of Hamilton 
County, E. P. Dastin of Hamilton 
County; chief inspector, Martin Cowan 
of Belmont County; assistant inspectors, 
W. A. Bridge of Franklin County, 
George Reymer of Richland County, O. 
J. Berry of Guernsey County, E. B. 
Beverstock of Wood County; chemists, 
Profs. B. S. Young of Hardin County, 
N. L. Barner of Franklin County, Louis 
Schmidt and William Dickore of Hamil- 
ton County. 


IN THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT. 


* Julius Adler, who is chosen to succee 
Gustave Luebbing in the southern dis- 
trict of Ohio, is a ward politician. He 
lives in the Ninth Ward and is a cigar 
maker by trade. His candidacy was 
looked upon more asa joke than anything 





else, but his appointment makes it ap- 
pear that he has a “ pull’’ with the 
powers that be. It is rumored that 
Adler’s assistant will probably be Moses 
Goldblatt, another Ninth Ward politi- 
cian. This position was recently held by 
Charles Rentrop, who was deposed when 
the retrenchment process was begun. 
George Root, whom Luebbing succeeded, 
and George I King of the Second Ward, 
and a former member of the City Coun- 
cil, were candidates to succeed Luebbing. 
It is understood that Charles Robinson 
was also after the place until he learned 
that the salary is only $1,000 per year. 
The story is that Robinson could have 
had the place for the asking. Chemists 
Schmidt and Dickore. who are named to 
succeed Prof. C. T. P. Fennell are both 
well known. Mr. Schmidtis a chemist in 
the Department of Health and Prof. 
Dickore is a member of the firm of 
Dickore & Morgan. Prof. Dickore was 
connected with the late Prof. E. 8S. 
Wayne. Captain E. Potter Dustin, one 
of the counsellors appointed, has been 
practising law here for years. His busi- 
ness has been principally in magistrates’ 
courts. It is said that he got his title in 
the army, but some people are wonder- 
ing where he got his political ‘‘ pull ”’ 
from. 
A VERY IMPORTANT DECISION 


was handed down by the Supreme 
Court on the 4th inst. It will, so ex- 
Dairy and Food Commissioner McNeal 
says, seriously cripple the work of the 
Dairy and Food Department. It was in 
the case of the State vs A. Glen Emery, 
taken to the Supreme Court on exception 
by the Prosecuting Attorney to the 
ruling of the Lucas County Common 
Pleas Court. The Supreme Court says, 
all the judges concurring : 

1. The reference in Section 3 of the 
Pare Drug Statute (87 Ohio laws, 248) to 
the United States Pharmacopeia is to 
the addition in general use when the 
statute was enacted, which was that of 
1880, 

2. The sale of a drug which was equal 
to the standard of strength, quality and 
purity laid down in that edition is not 
rendered unlawful because it is below a 
higher standard laid down in a subse- 
quently revised edition, though that 
edition was in general use when the sale 
was made. 

3. A copy of the subsequent revised 
edition is not competent evidence in the 
trial of a proseution under the statute. 

Exceptions overruled. 


MRS. MEININGER GETS A DIVORCE, 


The following telegram, which recently 
appeared in the Enquirer under a 
Dayton, Ohio, date line, is self explana- 
tory: ‘*Mrs. Alvira C. Meininger, who in 
September last broughta suit for divorce 
from her husband, Albert Meininger the 
Cincinnati druggist and then member of 
the Ohio Board of Pharmacy, was 
granted a divorce to-day by Judge Dustin 
of the Comomn Pleas Court. The marital 
troubles of the two, which gained public- 
ity by reason of the abandonment of her 
husband by Mrs. Meininger and her sub- 
sequent actions in filing a petition for 
divorce, caused a sensation among thes. 
Cincinnati friends of the two. Mre 
Meininger in her application for divorce 
alleged adultery on the part of her hus- 
band. He made no defense. When the 
case came up for hearing an affidavit was 
read in which the plaintiff in support of 
the charge cited acts on the part of her 
husband and a woman of Glendorf, Ohio. 
This woman, it is stated, is the wife of 














@ prominent lumberman of that place. 
A decree of divorce was granted, and the 
care and custody of a child given to Mrs. 
Meininger. The present whereabo its of 
Meininger are still unknown to his 
friends in this city.’’, 


a 


Memories of an Old Druggist. 


John Keeshan, now the oldest druggist 
in Cincinnati, stood behind his prescrip- 
tion case the other night and fondled an 
old mortar, which has ahistory. ‘‘ This”’ 
he told the AMERICAN DRUGGIST man, ‘‘is 
without a doubt a fine bell metal mortar, 
and the oldest one in the State of Ohio, 
and in it have been ground the founda- 
tions of thousands and thousands of pre- 
scriptions written by men of medicine, 
long since dead, who were famous in 
their day for their ability to heal the 
wounded, save the sick and lighten the 
sufferer’s lot by their cheerful, hopeful 
manners. I wouldn’t part with this lit- 
tle mortar,’’ he went on, ‘‘for all the 
gold in the world, for it is alegacy. It 
has come down through the old Allen & 
Co. house, through W. H. Harrison 
& Co.’s establishment, and from their 
time back and forth from place to place, 
now long since closed and forgotten to 
business, and forgotten until it has 
reached me, and is in the hands of an old 
man who, when a bit of a boy in the drug 
business long, long ago, made its sides 
ring with the pounding of the pestle, for 
at that time we had to grind every drug 
by hand. I distinctly remember one 
great marble mortar in the cellar of our 
drug store. It had a six-foot handle con- 
structed of wood, with a marble head- 
piece, and hung to the ceiling by a rope 
that I had to swing for a day at a time to 
grind up mercurial ointments, roots, etc. 
Those were days when a boy in a drug 
store had to work as hard as one ina 
shipyard. Colonel W. B. Smith was an 
apprentice in Harrison’s store those days, 
and he had to hustle harder than he does 


now. 

‘* At that time Cayler Burdsal was the 
oldest druggist in the city. He kept 
store at the northwest corner of Fifth 
and Main streets. I recollect the intro- 
duction following the discovery of chlo- 
roform, when we got a supply f:om him. 
When it reached the store we all took a 
light whiff to get its effects, but when it 
came to Smith’s turn he struck it too 
hard, and he could not let go of the glass, 
We boys were scared to death, until we 
got Smith on his feet again. 

‘*Eckstein’s place was on the north- 
west corner, and Harrison’s on the south- 
west corner of Fourth and Main streets, 
and on winter nights when time passed 
slowly and business was frightfully dull, 
we would pound away on the old mortar 
to make our competitors across the way 
think we were busy. This mortar has 
passed through some frightfully hard 
times, and I remember during the chol- 
era scourge of °59 when it was in con- 
stant use day and night. Most of the old 
physicians whose prescriptions have 
passed through it are dead, and among 
them I remember: Drs. Shotwell], Dodge, 
William, Jesse and David Judkins, Men- 
denhall and William and George Doherty, 
Quinn, Avery, Lawson, Taliferio, Lang- 
don, who was then superintendent of 
Longview, and Norton, who is still liv- 
ing at Fourth and John streets, and who 
had charge of one of the hospitals and 
did great service when the cholera raged. 
Camphor, chloroform, calomel and opium 
had the call in those fearful days.’’ 
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News Notes, 
George Eger, Sr., is still ill. 
John H. Keeing is still in Europe. 
Julius Greyer has an attack of grip. 


Charles Freedricks has returned from a tour 
of Europe. 


Louis Hahn will open a drug store at Broad- ~ 


way and Abagail street. 


Stephen Jones, representing Whitall, Tatum 
Rg Philadelphia, is here mingling with 
riends. 


There is talk of a new drug store at Sixth 
street and Centarl Avenue in the new Miihl- 
hauser block. 


The telephone war is still going on between 
the Bell Telephone Company and the druggists 
over the river. 


Henry Wrede, who was formerly in the drug 
business on Price Hill, is going to open a new 
drug store in Sedamsvilile. 

_W. H. Wright. one of the hustling representa- 
tives of Seeley & Co., the perfume manufactur- 
ers of Detroit, was in Cincinnati last week. 

One of the clever traveling men here this 
week was W. H. Grover, representing the Grand 
Rapids Brush Company. He is popular here. 

“Fine as Silk’ Coffin was in town last week 
boosting Lundborg’s perfumes. He says that 
1896 has been his banner year, but that he ex- 
pects an increase in ‘97. 





Death of Mrs. Daniel Myers. 


Mrs. Francis Coffinberry Myers, the 
beloved wife of Mr. Daniel P. Myers, one 
of the most prominent men in the drug 
trade of this city, died at the family home 
on Clinton street Tuesday morning. 
Mrs. Myers has been an invalid for more 
than 20 years. She was 51 years old, and 
was a sister to the late Judge J. M. 
Coffinberry. Her father was one of the 
early settlers of Southern Ohio, where 
she was born. Her husband and three 
children survive her. The children are 
Professor Henry Coffinberry of Washing- 
ton State University, Mr. Louis E. 
Myers of this city and Mrs. G. B. Hoyt, 
also of Cleveland. 


a 
The National Capital. 
WasuHinaton, D. C., December 12, 


1896.—The retail druggists of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia recently organized 
themselves into the District of Columbia 
Pharmaceutical Association. The mem- 
bership is limited to registered druggists 
in the District. The following officers 
were elected : Robert N. Harper, presi- 
dent; W. C. Downey, first vice-president; 
H. A. Johnston, second vice-president; A. 
E. Acker, treasurer, and W. H. Brad- 
bury, secretary. 

Annie Mellinger, who claims to have 
secured the local agency for the Viavi 
remedies, has sued the proprieors, F. E. 
Marsh & Co., for an accounting and also 
seeks an injunction to restrain them from 
selling their remedies in this city within 
the period for which she claims to have 
contracted for. 

W. 8S. Thompson has had handsome 
new circular windows added to the front 
of his store on Fifteenth street. 

T. H. Atkinson & Co. have purchased 
the drug store of W. O. Davis, at 
Eleventh and G streets, northwest. 

William F. and Charles W. Wagner, 
who have conducted a drug store at Fifth 
and L streets, northwest, under the firm 
name of Wagner Bros., have dissolved 
partnership. William F. Wagner will 
continue the business. 

i a 


The Newsy Leader. 


The AMERICAN DrvuGGIST is still the 
newsy leader. 


ALBERT H. BRUNDAGE. 
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MICHIGAN. 


Detroit, December 19.—The holiday 
season in Detroit has been productive of 
an unusually large volume of trade, of 
which the druggists’ portion has been ap- 
parently satisfactory. The downtown 
proprietors report that the past year has 
been a prosperous one, notwithstanding 
the fact that more or less cutting has 
been going on and general business con- 
ditions have been poor. Owing to the 
rapid growth of Detroit and the construc- 
tion of half a dozen modern sky-scrapers 
the population in the downtown districts 
has become congested, and those who are 
in the center of it reap the benefit. No 
failures to speak of have taken place here 
during the last six months, and as com- 
pared with 1895 the number of chattel 
mortgages filed by druggists has been 
small. A good many pharmacists have 
succeeded in discharging obligations of 
this kind. 


THE UNIVERSAL TRADE ASSOCIATION, 


Many of the druggists here have come 
to the conclusion that the Universal 
Trade Association, the workings of which 
were recently exposed in the AMERICAN 
DRUGGIST, must bea failure even if it 
were managed properly. It is admitted 
that there will always be a crying need 
for some sort of a scheme to stop rate 
cutting, which seems to be more of an 
incubus to the profession than any one 
other thing. The hope that the U. T. A. 
might accomplish this result, although 
investigation would indicate that the plan 
is more or less Utopian, was the principal 
reason why the institution prospered for 
atime. Any eftort, however, to further 
the scheme in Detroit will meet witha 
frost. 


Michigan News Notes. 


F, Hudson, a druggist at Riverdale, has added 
a stock of groceries. 


Dr. C. F. Muenz has opened a new drug store 
at 499 MacDougall avenue, Detroit. 


C. L. Grube has succeeded the firm of C. L. 
Grube & Co. in the drug business at Saginaw. 


D. Van Bree, a druggist at Zeeland, Mich., has 
been arrested on a charge of selling liquor to 
minors, 


Cc. A. Bugbee of La Grange, Ind., has suc- 
ceeded Dyer & Co. of that place in the drug 
business, 


E. B. Longwell has opened an elegant store in 
Paw Paw, and shows good judgment by liberal 
advertising in the local press. 


The Hazeltine & Perkins Drug Company, at 
Grand Rapids, have bid_in the Minnie A. 
Watrous drug store at Newaygo at chattel 
mortgage sale. 


J. H. O'Reilly of Southern California, who 
represents Nelson, Baker & Co. of Detroit on the 
Pacific Coast, spent part of |December in 
Detroit. He reports that a boy has recently 
been added to his family. 


N. F. Burkley, formerly with H. K. Henkel. 
man of Sandusky, Ohio, has been engaged to 
travel for Nelson, Baker & Co. of Detroit, cover- 
ing territory along the lines of the Lake Shore 
& Michigan Southern Railroad. 


Armstrong & Barber, who purchased the drug 
store of Vaughan & Thomason at Albion a 
month or more ago, have taken possession, and 
are endeavoring to maintain the high standing 
the former firm always enjoyed. 


A new store has been opened at 203 Jefferson 
avenue, Detroit, by August Schimmel and 
August Kuhlman. under the name of Kuh]man 
& Schimmel. They will engage in the manu- 
facture of chemicals, in addition to the trade in 
drugs. 


Baker & Hall, an old and well-knwn drug firm 
at Tecumseh, have filed chattel mortgages 
aggregating $3900, to secure their creditors. 
They were forced to adopt this measure by the 
stringency of the times and the difficulty of 
making collections. 








* 
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ILLINOIS. 


CxHicaGco, December 20.—At 2 0’clock 
on the morning of December 3 fire broke 
out in the Lind Block, Randolph and 
Market streets. Among ‘other concerns 
in this building is the United States 
Pharmacal Company. The fifth, sixth 
and seventh floors in one portion of the 
structure were cleaned out, the stock be- 
ing completely destroyed, but a fire wall 

rotected the drug concern so that its 
oss is only $100 on smoked and frozen 
goods and broken windows. Full insur- 
ance is carried. There is a foundry ad- 
joining, and molten metal may have 
caused the blaze. This appears to be the 
only conjecture advanced, as no one 
knows its origin. 

The Lind building has great historical 
interest for Chicago people. It was the 
only structure in the down-town district 
to pass safely through the great fire. It 
was then occupied by Fuller & Fuller, 
wholesale druggists. The first Fenian 
expedition, by means of which it was 
hoped to free Canada, was organized 
within its walls. Not many years ago 
the old pile of bricks became well known, 
because it was there that August Spies, 
the anarchist, who was later hanged, 
published the fiery paper that caused 
much commotion prior to the famous 
Haymarket riots. 


ILLICIT SALES OF LIQUOR IN HYDE PARK, 


Trouble has again been stirred up in 
the Hyde Park prohibition district over 
the “‘ blind pig ’’ question. A number of 
storekeepers have been placed under 
arrest on charges of dispenting intoxi- 
cants. City detectives are closely watch- 
ing ali business places, including drug 
stores, to see if there are any violations 
of the ordinance prohibiting the sale of 
liquor. 

‘TAX-FREE ALCOHOL. 


G. P. Engelhard, editor and publisher 
of the Western Druggist, who delivered 
an address before the joint committee 
of the House and Senate regarding tax- 
free alcohol, has returned to Chicago, and 
says that he doubts if the measure will 
be passed. Three out of five members of 
the committee, he claims, are opposed to 
tax-free alcohol for use in medicine and 
the arts. 

Chicago Notes. 


Rowland Brothers have succeeded W. D. 
Duffin at Dixon, Ill. 


Frank & Tafuer have succeeded A. B. Welton 
& Co. at Clarion, Lowa. 


W. C. Hasse, 785 West Madison street, has 
sold out to H. W. Kurth. 


Hubka & Mathauser, on West Eighteenth 
street, have been succeeded by A. T. Hubka. 


J.E. Zetzman & Co. of Fall Creek, Wis., have 
dissoived “erga J. E. Zetzman succeed- 
ing to the business. 


Theldruggists’ windows are filled with attract- 
ive displays of holiday goods, and a good condi- 
tion of business is reported. 


The Chicago office of the AMERICAN Drua- 
Gist has been removed to 56 Fifth avenue, cor- 
ner of Randolph. The telephone number is 
Main 3621. 


Charles H. Defenbach has been placed under 
arrest on a charge of obtaining goods from 
wholesale druggists on false pretenses. When 
placed in the “sweat box” the man admitted 
his guilt. 

The new Bush Pharmacy, lately opened at 
Rogers Park, is one of the most complete in the 
city of Chicago. The fixtures are of selected 

uarter-sawed oak, and were furnished by Alex 

. Revell & Co. The show cases are of the fin- 
est oak and plate glass. The prescription case 
is of special design. 

Parke, Davis & Co., through their Chicago 


> Charles H. Ingersoll, are dis- 
tributing in Chicago 125,000 samples cf Euthy- 


mol tooth paste and Euthymol pes. Each 
of the preparations is attractively put up, the 
powder being ina pad and the paste ina tube. 
The samples are reproductions of the original 
packages. 

A.C. Cole & Co. have lately pruchased the 
drug store at Fifty-sixth street and Jefferson 
avenue, and have entirely renewed the stock. 
Three registered pharmacists are connected 
with the store, and a handsome line of holiday 
goods is on view. The Chicago Apothecaries 
Society held no meeting this month on account 
of the holidays, The next meeting will be held 
the last Friday of January. 


Three people were injured in front of Dale & 
Sempill’s store, at Madison and Clark streets, 
on the afternoon of December 16 by a runaway 
horse, and the animal was barely stopped in 
time to prevent it from crashing through the 
front door of the drug establishment. This 
corner is one of the busiest in Chicago, and as 
the animal dashed right into the crowd it isa 
wonder more were not hurt. The injured were 
taken into the drug store. 


Eugene Lebreitt, a drug clerk, who formerly 
worked in Minkler’s store on Lake avenue, 
committed suicide on the evening of December 
16, by taking chloral. Lebreitt had been out of 
employment for some time, and is said to have 
been addicted to the use of morphine. In the 
afternoon he left his home at the North En- 
trance Hotel, Fifty seventh street and Jefferson 
avenue, and walked to the lakeshore. Here he 
waded out some distance into the icy water, but 
returned toshore and then took the drug. He 
was 34 years of age, and had lived in Hyde Park 
several years. Physicians were called, and every 
effort was made to save him without success. 


MISSOURI. 


ST. Louis, December 18. —The last 
meeting of the St. Louis Drug Clerks’ 
Society for the year 1896 proved to be 
also the most important one recorded 
under this administration. The Com- 
mittee on Revision of the Constitution 
and By-Laws had finished their work 
and’submitted their report to the society. 

The annual reports of the officers were 
read at this meeting. The one which in- 
terested the members most was that of 
the Treasurer, which showed the society 
to have a balance on hand of nearly $200, 
against a balance of $25 one year ago 

The society next proceeded to nominate 
candidates for the different offices. These 
will be voted upon at the first regular 
meeting in the new year, which will be 
held on the second Thursday in January. 
The nominees are as follows : 

President, J. L. Boehm; first vice-president, 
M. J. Noll, A. B. Kalbfleisch ; second vice-presi- 
dent. Wm. Baron, Burt Holliway: treasurer, 
H. A. B. Klippel; secretary, A. W. Pauley; 
chief of Bureau of Information, Charles Witt ; 
Executive Board (three to be elected), F. A. 
Christman, George Waller, Charles Lips, R. M. 
Gerber, G. E. Kincaid, G. E. Sommers. 


THE ANNUAL DRUG CLERKS’ BALL, 


given on Thursday evening, December 
10, was in many respects a contrast from 
those usually given by the druggists of 
St. Louis. In the first place, it was the 
most select ball our druggists have given 
for many years. The attendance was 
not as large as usual, but on account of 
the number of tickets sold, it was a finan- 
cial success. The most striking feat- 
ure of the occasion was the large per 
centage of young pharmacists and drug 
clerks in attendance. At least 90 per 
cent. of the gentlemen present bear the 
title Ph.G. or hope to do so in the spring, 
as a number of students from the college 
were in attendance. 


THE CITY DISPENSARY DRUG STORE. 


Beginning with the new year our city 
will run a pharmacy in connection with 
the City Dispensary at the City Hall. 
The order for the fixtures and stock of 
drugs has been placed, and everything 
will be in readiness for the Ph.G. to take 
charge on January 1. Just who will 
have the good fortune to roll pills for 





the city is what is keeping several mem- 
bers of the St. Louis Drug Clerks’ So- 
ciety awake o’ nights. Quite a number 
of competent young Ph.G.’s are bring- 
ing their political influence to bear on 
the Health Commissioners, but so far it 
is unsettled as to who will receive the 
appointment. 


City Items. 


B, Jost, the prominent South Side pharmacist, 
at “ood Gravois avenue, is seriously ill at pres- 
ent. 


C. F. W. Bade, Ph.G., was recently placed in 
charge of the Studio Pharmacy, at T wenty-fifth 
street and Washington avenue. 


G. E. Kincaid has been appointed manager 
of the city department of Luytie’s, Homepathic 
Pharmacy Company, on Broadway. 


Thos. .Glynn, the old time pharamacist at 
Washington and Jefferson avenues, has just re- 
turned from a visit to his invalid mother at his 
old home in Iowa. 


J. P. Methudy, the jovial young druggist at 
California and Russel avenues, has gone to 
Brooklyn, N. Y., where he was called to the 
death bed of his sister. 


Albin Layton, Ph.G., of the Layton Drug 
Company, is taking a special course in chemis- 
try under Prof. Gustavus Hinrich. Mr. Layton 
or seg to make chemistry his ultimate field of 

abor. 


The firm of Smith & Schneider, at 4301 La- 
clede avenue, has been dissolved. Mr. Smith 
will conduct the business in the future, while 
Mr. Schneider will be found in other pursuits 
after the first of the year. 


_ Wn. F. Kahre, 1,301 Geier avenue, evidently 
is enjoying prosperity. He has fitted his store 
out with a new set of fixtures and made many 
other improvements, which are usually signs 
of prosperous business. 


_ Otto Kopp, one of the youngest proprietors 
in the city, is making great improvements for 
the new year. He is moving his store intoa 
more commodious building, has purchased en- 
— new fixtures and a handsome new chande- 
ier. 

Dr. Wm. D. Hoffken, who has been analytical 
chemist fer the Meyer Bros. Drug Company for 
some time past, will leave that firm the first of 
the year and open an office in the city for ana- 
lytical work. The doctor is a graduate in phar- 
macy, and was one of the most competent drug 
clerks in the city. He graduated in chemistry 
at the University of Liepzig. 


—__a—_——— 


Review of the Wholesale Market. 


NEw York, December 23, 1896. 





It should de understood that the prices quoted in this 
report are strictly those current in the wholesale mar- 
ket, and that higher prices are paid for retail lots. The 
quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of 
prices. 

‘ 
Importers and large jobbers are expe- 
riencing the usual holiday quietude, trade 
during the fortnight having been of a 
limited character. The inquiry from 
local sources continues of fair volume, 
but most buyers are pursuing the hand 
to mouth policy usual at this period of 
the year. Notwithstanding the falling 
off in business importers and the large 
jobbing houses are firmly maintaining 
prices for most lines, and the market is 
characterized by a firm tone, the changes 
reported during the interval being in 
most instances for the better. 





ADVANCED. DECLINED. 
Balsam copaiba. Cocaine muriate. 
Blood root. Camphor. 


Castor oil. Oil anise. 
Chlorate potash. Cotton seed oil. 
Cream tartar. Acetate of lime. 
Opium. Aniline oil. 

Oil iemon grass. Aniline salt. 

Oil cajeput. 

Oil wormseed. 

Tartaric acid. 

Vanilla beans. 


DRUGS. 


Alcohol has shown no special variation 
since our last, grain being yet obtainable 























at $2 26 to $2.30 as to quantity, and wood 
60c. to 65c. A new variéty of alcohol has 
been offered to the trade during the past 
month under the name Acetone Alcohol, 
for which $1.75 per gallon is asked. The 
new alcohol is offered as a suitable 
solvent for vegetable drugs for internal 
use, the claim being made that its high 
state of rectification makes it available 
for this purpose. A sample in our hands 
has all the characteristics of a purified 
wood alcohol, but our investigations have 
not been completed, and a definite state- 
ment is withheld for a future issue. 


Balsam Copaiba is firmly maintained 
at the higher range of prices recently 
established, and with the available sup- 
ply limited and under good control its 
statistical position is strong. Few sales 
are recorded below 50c. - Oil copaiba has 
advanced in sympathy, and 80c. to 85c. is 
asked in some quarters. 


Balsam Tolu has receded a trifle, deal- 
ers refusing to meet importers’ views, 
and purchases may be made at 50c. to 55c. 


Cassia Buds continue inquired for, but 
the quantity arriving is small and prices 
are firm in consequence, with the inside 
figures quoted 19c., 191gc. to 20c. more 
generally asked. 

Cocaine has been reduced by the manu- 
facturers, and bulk is now quoted at $3.50 
to $3.70; 1-ounce vials, $3.75; 14-ounce, 
$3.80; 14-ounce, $3.85; 1¢-ounce, $38.95. 
The market is weak and unsettled, 
though a turn in prices is confidently 
anticipated by many in the trade. 

Castor Oil is held at a higher level 
owing to the advance in price of raw 
material, and No. 1 is now quoted at 12c. 
to 124¢c. in barrels and 121¢c. to 18c. in 
cases. 
 Cuttle Bone is slightly unsettled, and 
sales are making in some instances at a 
fraction below our quotations. 


Juniper Berries are in fair request, 
with sales making at 1%c. to 2\4c. 


Morphine meets with a fair active in- 
quiry, and manufacturers report a good 
consumptive demand. The quotations 
of the market remain $1.50 to $1.60 for 
bulk. 

Opium has reacted slightly and is 
firmer, though the market remains dull 
and lifeless, with orders for quantity lots 
the exception. Cases quoted $2.1714 to 
$2.20; broken packages, $2.2214 to $2.25, 
and powdered, $2.85 to $3. 

Quinine is without quotable change 
and the market continues dull and 
unsatisfactory, with values barely steady. 
Outside lots offer at 17c. to 174gc. for 
large tins, but manufacturers continue 
to quote the old range of 18c. to 20c. for 
bulk. 

Soap.—White Castile of the best grade 
is higher, or say 10c. The demand con 
tinues of fair average proportions and 
the supply is just about sufficient to 
meet it; hence the firmer tone. 


DYESTUFES., 


Aniline Oil and Salt are both weak 
and unsettled, with a lower range of 
values prevailing, salt being quoted at 
16c. to 19c, and oil 17c. to 20c. 


Prices for other dyes remain steady as 
a rule, and there are no distinctly new 
features in the market. 


CHEMICALS, 


Arsenic, white, is sarce and firm, with 
values a fraction higher. 
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Bleaching Powder is in less abundant 
supply, and $1.35 is now being paid for 
moderate sized lots of spot goods. Future 
delivery prices are firm from 1%c. up- 
ward. 

Blue Vitriol has appreciated in value 
owing to large sales for export, and it is 
now difficult to shade 334c. 

Borax, California, is selling fairly from 
first hands on the basis of 434c. for con- 
centrated and refined in sacks and 5c. for 
barrels. The market is steady, with the 
jobbers working in harmony. 

Borie Acid is selling in a large way at 
84ge. to 9c. for crystals and powdered 
respectively, with 1c. advance asked for 
single barrels. 

Brimstone to arrive is easier, and $22 is 
generally quoted for unmixed seconds. 


Chlorate Potash is firmer and nothing 
now offers below our quotations, which 
show an advance of about Ic. all around. 

Cream Tartar shows an upward tend- 
ency in view ofa firm foreign market 
for argols, though the various interests 
are not in harmony with the advance; 
22c. is now asked for lots of five casks. 

Tartaric Acid is meeting with some 
attention at the moment and values are 
firmer in view of a rising market abroad 
for crude argols, which is expected to 
affect this market. 

Quicksilver continues in moderate de- 
mand and firm at 49c. 

Oxalic Acid is a trifle weaker, and 
orders for future delivery have been 
taken at 7c. laid down here. Spot prices 
are without quotable change, though 
jobbing sales only are reported. 


GUMS. 


Aloes, Caracao, are firmer and higher, 
hin available supply under good con- 

rol. 

Camphor.—Prices have been reduced by 
city refiners to 4Ic. for barrels and 43c. 
for cases, the decline being due, it is 
said, to threatened competition from En- 
glish product. The latter, however, is 
without quotable change, being held 
firmly at 42c. to 45c. for pounds and 
ounces respectively. 

Kino is in small stock, and the same is 
under good control, with $3.50 quoted. 


ESSENTIAL OILS. 


Anise has been a trifle unsettled and 
continues in a disturbed condition owing 
to active competition; $1.80 to $1.85 is 
now quoted. 

Cajeput is quoted higher in some 
quarters, or say an advance of 5c. 

Citronella remains quiet but firm in 
the face of strong reports from primary 
sources. 

Peppermint is in unchanged position. 
Jobbing parcels of H. G. H. are offering 
at $1.70 to $1.75 and New York State 
$1.40 to $1.45; Western bulkhead at $1.25 
to $1.35. 

Wormseed is scarce and higher at $2.25. 

ROOTS. 


Aconite, Belladonna, Blood, Gentian, 
remain very firm at previous quotations. 
As high as 12c. is asked for Blood. 

Golden Seal is not quotably higher, 
but very firmly held at 27c. to 30c., as to 
quantity. 

Mandrake continues scarce and held at 
11c. upward for small parcels. 

Senega continues firm at 28c. to 30c. 
for Manitoba and Minnesota. 


409 


SEEDS, 


Cardamons are slightly easier, though 
quotably unchanged. 


Other seeds are without change in price 
and the market at present is quiet. 


an 


— re 


Hunyadi Janos. . 


The London Lancet of December 5 con- 
tains an interesting and flattering report 
on Hunyadi Janos Water of Andreas 
Saxlehner. The report, which is illus- 
trated with several excellent explanatory 
blocks, deals with the collection, bottling, 
etc., of the water, and the results of a 
larg number of analyses are given. We 
have no space to givea lengthy account 
of the report, but we append a paragraph 
in which the conclusions arrived at by 
the Lancet are summarized: 

There are several features in the entire 
series of analyses worthy of remark. To 
begin with, the important fact is estab- 
lished that whatever modification the 
water may undergo in regard to strength, 
the ratio of its medicinal constituents is 
absolutely the same. But, as has been 
pointed out elsewhere, although the pro- 
portion of total salts may vary slightly in 
the different waters taken from 100 wells, 
yet on mixing an average composition is 
obtained which is constant. Another 
point worthy of emphasis is the practical 
identity in composition of the samples of 
water obtained on the spot with the sam- 
ples purchased in bottle at shops in Lon- 
don. This affords conclusive evidence of 
the honesty of the water. Taking the 
mean composition as a basis, we find that 
the ratio of sulphate of magnesium to sul- 
phate of sodium is a 1: 1, while common 
salt occurs to the extent of about one- 
twentieth of the total amount of the sul- 
phates. Carbonate of soda again amounts 
to 0.87 gm. per litre, a quantity which is 
quite sufficient to render the water dis- 
tinctly alkaline. Carbonate of lime oc- 
curs in similar quantity, traces of this 
compound invariably accompanying 
magnesia when abundantly found. Then 
the water contains about 14 gm. of car- 
bonic acid, which is equivalent to a fifth 
of its volume of carbonic acid gas. The 
presence of this gas in solution contrib- 
utes in no small measure to its palatabil- 
ity, in spite of the rich proportion of 
saline constituents. As regards lithia, 
this occurs in distinct quantity probably 
as chloride It is doubtful, however, 
whether this small quantity signifies 
anything of medicinal importance. Be- 
fore the quantity of lithium chloride in a 
natural aperient water has been ascer- 
tained it is not possible to attach any 
medicinal value to the water on this ac- 
count. The quantity of lithium chloride, 
which is only 2 grains per gallon, must 
be very small in the average dose, a wine- 
glassful, of the water, and accordingly 
can possess very little value. The 
presence of lithium, however, is interest- 
ing in indicating the genuineness of the 
water as one froma natural source. It 
was found in every sample examined, 
including those purchased and those ob- 
tained at the spring. Finally, a very 
important feature in the results of these 
analyses consists in the fact that they 
accord very closely indeed with the re- 
sults obtained by Liebig 30 years ago. 
Thus nothing could be more satisfactory 
from the therapeutic point of view than 
to be able to state that the composition 
of Hunyadi Janos water has remained 
substantially the same over a period of 
30 years. 
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A New Drug Sundries House. 


The retirement of Tarrant & Co. from 
the jobbing drug business will be followed 
by the establishment of a new drug sun- 
dries house for the sale of druggists’ 
fancy goods, such as hair and_ tooth 
brushes, puff boxes, etc. George Evans, 
who has been at the head of the drug- 
gists’ sundries department of Tarrant & 
Co.. for upwards of 15 years, will open 
the new house. He has secured offices at 
3 West Fourteenth street, in the building 
formerly occupied by the North American 
Review, and the bulk of his business will 
be confined to acting as an importers’ and 
manufacturers’ agent, dealing in drug- 
gists’ sundries and_ bristle goods, as 
mentioned above. Mr. Evans is widely 
and favorably known in wholesale drug 
circles, having acted as buyer for Tarrant 
& Co. for many years. He has visited 
Europe yearly for the past seven years 
in the interest of the firm. He starts the 
new business under most favorable au- 
spices, and is believed to have a large 
capital behind him. 


$$ —$—$——_—_— 


Important Notice on Phenacetine, 
Sulfonal and Trional. 


Schieffelin & Co. have just issued the 
following notice: 

‘“We beg to advise the trade that the 
Farbenfabriken vorm. Friedr. Bayer & 
Co., Elberfeld, Germany, who are the 
makers of phenacetine, sulfonal and 
trional, have decided that on and after 
January 1, 1897, these products will be 
furnished only in 1-ounce cartons, each 
carton containing 44 10-grain powders, 
and each powder having a trade-mark 
seal on the cutting line. This style of 
packing is adopted by them on account 
of the presence in the market of goods 
which it is illegal to buy or sell and of 
spurious goods as well, and in order to 
insure protection to the honest dealer. 

‘‘ Every carton and every powder will 
bear the name of the manufacturers: 
Farbenfabriken vorm. Friedr. Bayer & 
Co., Elberfeld, Germany. and the name 
of Schieffelin & Co., New York sole 
licensees and sole agents for the United 
States of America, and on the cutting line 
of each powder the trade mark. 


—————— 


To Prevent Substitution. 


Drastic measures are being taken by 
the Antikamnia Chemical Company to 
prevent substitution on orders sent in 
for antikamnia. One of the first steps 
taken by them when they have complaint 
of substitution in any particular locality 
is a thorough investigation of the facts. 
Having definitely ascertained that substi- 
tution is being practiced, they write a 
letter calling the attention of the substi- 
tutor to the fact that they are aware of 
his practice and requesting him to dis- 
continue it. If their request is complied 
with the druggist hears nothing further 
of the matter. If, however, as has hap- 
pened in one or two cases, the druggist 
continues to substitute or ceases to sub 
stitute for a time only and then returns 
to his practice. the company send a 
letter of warning to all the physicians of 
his city and surrounding country giving 
full notice of the fact that substitution 
is being practiced by this particular 
druggist. Druggists, no doubt, object 
to having their names published in this 
connection to the medical men of their lo- 
cality and can very easily avoid any such 


disagreeable consequences by uniformly 
carrying out the wishes of the prescribing 
physician and supplying antikamnia 
wherever antikamnia is ordered. 


A New Dry Cell Battery. 


The accompanying illustration shows 
one of the neatest and most effective 
cheap medical 
batteries that 
has yet been 
put on the 
market. These 
batteries are 
put up in very 
neat, attract- 
ive leatherette 
cases, and are 
provided with 
dry cells and 
with silken 
cords and 
nickel plated 
handles and 
are finished in 
a style which 
is generally 
found only in 
very high- 
priced batter- 
ies. A full 
description of 
this form of medical battery can be ob- 
tained by addressing a letter of inquiry to 
F, G. Otto & Sons, 44 Sherman avenue, 
Jersey City, N. J. 


> 


Southern Agencies. 


Thomas Burch & Co., 601 D street, N. 
W., Washington, D. C., have a note in 
this issue directing attention to their 
facilities for handling agencies for staple 
drugs and specialties for the District of 
Columbia, Maryland and Virginia drug 
trade. They would be pleased to cor- 
respond with manufacturers who have 
goods they wish introduced into that 
territory. 
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A Profitable Extra. 


The common remark that there is 
**no money in proprietaries *’ cannot be 
applied to Baird’s Genuine Old-fashioned 
Horehound Cough Drops. A special offer 
is made to druggists in this issue, with a 
guarantee involving no risk or loss to 
the retailer who takes up this specialty. 
Mr. Baird will ship to any address 100 
pounds of cough drops with free adver- 
tising matter, wrappers, show-cards, 
etc., and if not saisfactory at the end of 
30 days the balance of the cough drops 
can be returned at Mr. Baird’s expense. 
A line to J. B. Baird, Louisville, Ky., 
will secure full terms, ete. 


> 


Unique Illustrations for a 
Calendar. 


The Antikamnia Chemical Company of 
St. Louis have astonished their patrons 
among the medical profession and the 
drug trade by distributing a calendar for 
1897 in which drawings of the human 
skull are used with the most startling 
but happy effect in presenting figures of 
venerable and learned dooking physicians 
and medical experts, as well as a few 
persons in the humbler walks of life. A 
picture of a fond husband and wife in- 
specting their baby’s first tooth is an es- 
pecially happy hit; the head of each 
individual in the group is pictured as a 
skeleton head, and the artist has suc- 


ceeded in conveying a wealth of expres- 
sion such as is seldom obtained in even 
the best drawings from life. 


—_——__——_————_—_——. 


Going Too Far with Science. 


The patient’s symptoms indicated car- 
diac troubles, and the doctor got out his 
stethoscope and applied it to his chest to 
test the action of the heart. P| 

The patient flushed angrily, unbuttoned 
his vest, and took from his inside pocket 
a $5 bill wrapped in a piece of old paper. 

“I think it’s carrying things a little 
too far,” he said, ‘‘ when you doctors go 
to looking through a man with ‘an X-ray 
to see how much money he has.’’—Detroit 
Free Press, 


nn 





Notice Concerning Apenta Water. 


We publish below the important cir- 
cular letter of Charles Graef & Co. offering 
a@ guarantee on the label used for the 
Apenta Hungarian Bitter Water. In it 
particular attention is called to the fact 
that Apenta Water is sold under a label 
and name radically dissimilar from those 
used for Hunyadi Janos Water or for any 
other mineral water. 


CHARLES GRAEF & Co., 
32 BEAVER STREET. 
CABLE ADDRESS ** MOHSITE.” 
SOLE AGENTS OF 
THE APOLLINARIS Co., Lp., LONDON. 


NEW Yor«K, DECEMBER, 1896. 

Dear Sirs: OurZattention has been called to 
circulars issued by Andreas Saxlehner and his 
attorneys, warning the trade against handling 
imitations of the label and name under which 
Hunyadi Janos aperient water is sold. 

We gladly direct attention to the fact that the 
‘“*Apenta”’ natural aperient water drawn from 
springs at Buda Pest is sold under a label and 
name radically dissimilar from those ‘used for 
Hunyadi Janos water or forany other mineral 
water. 

The springs from which ‘‘ Apenta” natural 
aperient water is drawn have been placed 
under the absolute control of the Royal Hun- 
garian Chemical Institute (Ministry of Agri- 
culture), Buda Pest, and the bottling of the 
water is subject to its direct supervision. The 
medical protession and the public are thus 
afforded a guaranty of that constancy in 
strength and composition which renders 
“ Apenta”’ natural aperient water superior to 
any of the numerous aperient waters which 
for many years have been sold in this country 
under the generic term ** Hungadi.” sea 

We are advised by eminent counsel that the 
label under which the ‘*Apenta” natural 
aperient water is sold is lawful in every partic- 
ular, and we are prepared to and will fully pro- 
tect the trade in the use of same. 

We remain, Yours truly, 
CHARLES GRAEF & Co., 
Agents for THE APOLLINARIS 
CoMPANY, LIMITED, LONDON, 
Sole Exporters of ‘“ Apenta”’ 
Natural Aperient Water 
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To His Delinquent Patient. 


If I should die to night— 
And you should come to my cold corpse and say, 
Weeping and heartsick, o'er my lifeless clay ; 
If I should die to-night— 
And you should come, in deepest grief and woe, 
And say, '* Here’s that $10 that I owe,” 
I might arise, in my great white cravat. 
And say, ‘** What’s that?” 


If I should die to-night— 

And you should come beside my corpse and 
kneel, 

Clasping my bier to show the grief you feel : 

I say. if I should die to-night— 
And you should come to me, and there a1 d then, 
Just even hint about paying me thatten, | 
I might arise awhile—but I'd drop dead again. 
-- 

Take the magnificent North Shore 

limited of the New York Central for 
Chicago and the West. me 























New Drug Corporations. 


The following companies have been 
recently incorporated: 


The Palmer-Price Company of Newark, N. J., 
have filed a certificate of incorporation to manu- 
facture and sell varnishes, shellacs, oils and 
chemicals. The capital stock is placed at $100,- 
000, with $15,000 paid in. The principal place of 
business is to be at Newark, and the incorpo. 
rators are Arthur W. Palmer, Matthias J. Price 
and Charles G. Price, of that place. 

The Major Cement Company of this city have 
filed articles of incorporation and will manu- 
facture cements, glues and proprietary arti- 
cles. Capital, $10,000. Directors: Alphonse 
Major, Marguerite Major of New York City, 
and Joseph G. Frazza ot Fair Lawn, N. J. 

The Magnolia Medicine Company have incor- 
porated to manufacture various kinds of medi- 
cine in New York City. Capital, $4,000. Direct- 
ors: Joseph M. Harding, Waldo Reed, Elizabeth 
J. Harding and Ella G. Reed of New York City. 

Articles of incorporation have been filed by 
the Pennsylvania Medical & Burial Company 
of Camden, N. J. The objects of this company 
are to enter into contracts with parties for the 
purpose of providing them with funeral and 
mourning supplies, drugs, medicines and med- 
ical services. The capital 1s $100,000, of which 
$50,000 is paid in. : 

The Chauncey Medicine Company of Auburn 
have filed certificate of incorporation and will 
manufacture medicine. Capital, $500. Direct- 
ors: William Chauncey Gates, Jessie Knapp 
Gates and Floyd J. Bartlett of Auburn. 

Charter has been issued to the Mineral Drug 
Company of Mineral, Cherokee County, Kan. 
Capital stock, $500. Directors: H. A. Larae, 
Cc. E. Bartlett, Jr., C. A. McNeill, C. A. Hoff- 
man of Columbus, and H. H. Keith of Mineral. 

The Anti Coryza Chemical Company have 
filed articles of incorporation at Denver, Col., 
with capital stock $25.000. J. A. Uhland, W. H. 
Postlewaite and Oscar Townsend are directors. 

The Dodde Medicine Company have incorpo- 
rated to manufacture proprietary medicines at 
Buffalo. Capital stock, $30,000. Directors: B. 
Yates of Buffalo, Francis G. Babcock of Horn- 
ellsville and John A. McKee of Toronto, On- 
tario. ‘ 

Articles of incorporation of the Forbes-Jancke 
Company have been filed at Portland, Ore. 
Their object is to wholesale and retail drugs 
and medicines. Capital stock, $6,000. Incorpo- 
= F. C. Forbes, Mrs. M. A. Jancke and R. 

t 


att. 

The Medical Gazette Publishing Company, 
capital $10,000, is incorporated by Hunter Robb, 
W. A. Knowlton, Fred’k K. Smith, Chas. B. 
Parke and Sam’! W. Kelly, and will do business 
in Cleveland, Ohio. 

The Testurin. Company, at Chicago, has been 
incorporated by Charles W. Adams, David H. 
Fletcher and C. M. Jackson, aod will manufac- 
ture medicines. Capital stock, $2,500. 

The Pyatt Pharmacy Company have filed 
articles of incorporation, with a capital stock of 
$2,500, to deal in merchandise. The incorporat- 
ors were Frank P. Pyatt, John F. Book and 
Charles B. Obermeyer. 

The Dr. H. J. Treat Medical Company, Chi- 
cago, have been licensed to manufacture medi- 
cines. Incorporators: H. J. Treat, F.C. Schurg 
and F. J. Verall. Capital stock, $2,500. 

The Perfume Tablet Company of New York 
City have filed articles of So Cap- 
ital, $1,200. Directors: Edwin T. Greaves and 
Geo. A. Sherin of New York City and M. Craft 
Gallup of Jersey City. 

The Preston Chemical Company, Cincinnati, 
have incceporaten. with a capital stock of $5,000. 

The Ellis Mfg. Company have been organized 
at Kittery, Maine, for the purpose of manufac- 
turing and dealing in liquid filters and other 
specialties, with $100,000 capital stock. Chas. 
Paul of Boston is president and W. H. Brown is 
treasurer. The date of organization is October 
15. 

Yerex, Bassett & Co. have filed papers of in- 
corporation at Los Angeles, Cal. The stated pur- 
poses of the organization are the manufacture 
and sale of medicines, medical appliances and 
the importation and exportation of druggists’ 
materials and general pharmaceutical manu- 
factures. Capital stock, $100,000. Directors : 
I. A. Yerex, A. E. Yerex, F. N. Bassett, L. D. 
Scherer and R. Norton, all of Los Angeles. 

The Interstate Pharmaceutical Company of 
Oskaloosa, Kan., have been incorporated, with 
a capital stock of $4,000. The directorsare: A. 
G. Smith, W. O. Worswick and R. P. Smith. H. 
G. Palmer and W. P. McClure are also interested 
in the company. 

The name of the Dr. de Souchet Hernia Cure 
Company of Chicago was changed to the R. J. 
Carter Mfg. Company. 

The Romera Chemical Company, Detroit, 
Mich., have been incorporated to manufacture 
chemicals and compounds, with $4,000 capital. 
Stockholders: John W. ge Thos. Seabury, 
Ben. F. Guiney and John E. Hurd. 

The United States & Japan Trading Company 
were incorporated at Baltimor> for the purpose 
of manufacturing drug specialties and import- 
ing drug supplies, by Thomas C. Coleman, 
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Frank E. Crew, Richard J. Hollingsworth, 
Harry M. Densingee and Henry M. Graves. The 
capital stock is $5,000. 

he Purity Drug Company, Elm Creek, Neb., 
have filed articles of incorporation. “The incor- 
a are N. G. Forristal, J. N. Forristal and 

. M. Welch. 

The Acme Medical Supply Company have 
been incorporated at Denver, Col., by William 
A. Rushworth, William H. Pring and William 
Foy, witha capital stock of $20,000. The prin- 
cipal offices are located at Denver. 

einsfurter & Daggett of Fargo, N. Dak., the 
firm who have contested the patents of the 
Centaur Company on the Castoria medicine, 
have made arrangements to incorporate, with 
a capital of $50,000, to manufacture Custoria. 
The factory will be located at Fargo. 

The Woman’s Demorest Drug & Supply Com- 
pany have been incorporated at Helena, Mont., 
by Mary P. Halter, Imogene Edgerton and 
Clara H. Kennett. Capital stock, $2,000. 

The Bright Drug Company of St. Cloud, 
Minn., have filed articles of incorporation. The 
— stock is $10,000. 

he Tag-A-Mac Chemical Mfg. Company of 
Brooklyn are a new incorporation. Capital. 
$5 000; and directors: Paul De Spotte of 109 
West Twenty-first street, New York City, and 
Frank Miller, Civilion Fones, Alfred C. Fones 
and George H. Copeland of Bridgeport, Conn. 


—oe—_—— 
Topics for Papers. 


The printed proceedings of the New 
York State Pharmaceutical Association, 
just issued by Secretary Todd, contains 
the following list of suggested subjects 
for papers and discussion at the nine- 
teenth annual meeting, to be held at Man- 
hattan Beach, Brooklyn, next year. The 
Committee on Pharmacy and Queries 
asks for papers on these or any other live 
topic pertaining to pharmacy, and it is 
hoped that a generous response will be 
made. Papers should be sent in advance 
of meeting to the chairmen, Albert H. 
Brundage, 1153 Gates avenue, Brooklyn; 
Thomas J. Keenan, 66 West Broadway, 
New York; or to James H. Hutchens, 
262 Fifth avenue, New York. The list of 
subjects proposed follows: 


1. Is it to the pharmacist's advantage to make 
compressed tablets and tablet triturates extem- 
poraneously instead of dispensing ready made 
ones ? 

2. Give instances of the practical value of the 
microscope in pharmacy. 

3. What shall determine whether the pharma- 
cist shall = in dry powder or mass 
st ,Powdere drugs ordered in gelatin cap- 
sules ? 

4. Shoulda Poprmeciet licensed by an accred- 
ited board o ee, be thereby eligible to 
practice pharmacy in all the States ? 

5. What are the advantages and disadvantages 
of renewal of registration ? 

6. Phytolacce Fructus (poke berry) has been 
claimed to be efficient as an anti-fat. Is this 
true? A thorough investigation of this drug is 
desirable. 

7. The isonitrile test for acetanilide in phenac- 
etin has failed to give concordant results, 
though pronounced distinctive by many chem- 
ists. Does the phenacetin now on the market 
differ from the article formerly sold ? 

8. Preparations of the constituents of cod liver 
oil are being pushed by some manufacturers in 
place of the oil itself. Give working formulas 
for such preparations. How well do these prep- 
arations represent the natural oil ? 

9. To what extent should the studies of 
so age po hygiene, etc., be taught in our col- 

eges of pharmacy ? 

10. Can the druggist safely and wisely reduce 
the number of hvurs he keeps open store, and if 
so how? 

11. Is the pharmacist of the future likely to be 
a mere storekeeper oraskilled member of a 
profession ? 

12. Of how much advantag@to the graduate in 
his future business life is the study of botany as 
taught in the colleges of pharmacy ? 

13. Has the elevation in the theoretical re- 
quirements for graduation by the colleges of 
ener lessened the practicality of the grad- 
uates ? 

14. What is the best method of keeping oint- 
ments and similar preparations ? 

15. Can the retail Pharmacist profitably make 
the scale salts of the Pharmacopeia ? 

16. Suggest improvements in the National 
Formulary with working formulas. 

17. Criticise the preparations of the Pharma- 
copeia for the guidance of the next Pharma- 
copoeial Convention. 

18. Is advertisin be the retail pharmacist of 
value to him, and what are the best methuds 
for city and country stores ? 


All 


19. What rules should be observed in window 
dressing ? 

20. Give working formulas for the different 
preparations of kola. 

21. To what extent does the supplying of ac- 
commodations, such as vostage stamps, tele- 
phone, directory, railroad guide, etc., actually 
affect the trade of a pharmacist ? 

22. Should the pharmacist, the patient or the 
physician pay for calling the latter on the tele- 

one 


23. What drugs and chemicals can be advan- 
tageously tested by druggists? An expression 
of opinion as to the character and extent of the 
examination which should be made in each case 
is desirable. ’ 

24. How can the character of board examina- 
tions be made more practical? Submit a model 
set of questions and directions for the conduct 
of board examinations. 

25. How can we increase interest in the State 
association among the pharmacists of New 
York, and how may membership in the associa- 
tion be nade more beneficial to them ? 





Report of the Committee on Infringe- 
ment of Trade-llarks. 


The report printed below was presented 
at the recent meeting of the National 
Wholesale Druggists’ Association, and 
although some time has elapsed since its 
presentation it has lost none of its interest 
as showing the character of the work done 
by that committee: 


Your Committee on Infringement of Trade- 
Marks beg leave to submit the following report: 

Few cases of litigation concerning trade- 
marks have come to the attention of this com- 
mittee. From one firm only has any report 
been communicated of proceedings against in- 
fringements. In these cases, moreover, the re- 
lief sought under the laws has been in every 
instance granted. Therefore, like its predeces- 
sors during the past few years, the Committee 
on Infringement of Trade-Marks has the pleas- 
ure of making a report revealing a situation 
gratifying to the members of an associution 
which has so steadfastly exerted its influence 
for the promotion and practice of sound and 
honorable business principles. 

The report of the Wells & Richardson Com- 
pany, addressed to this committee, is hereby 
——, and affords illustration of the meth- 
ods by which it is sought to foist imitations of 
well-known preparations upon the public, and 
shows, also, the broad and equitable ground 
upon which cases of imitation and infringe- 
ment of trade-marks are adjudicated. 


REPORT OF THE WELLS & RICHARDSON 
COMPANY. 


In May, 1895, having received informa- 
tion that the Allan-Pfeiffer Mfg. Company of 
St. Louis, Mo., a concern engaged in putting 
up so-called non-secret proprietary remedies, 
were imitating the wrapper of Paine's Celery 
Compound, by printing a bunch of celery, im1- 
tating our colors, and gigs substantially the 
words upon our carton, we placed the matter in 
the hands of our counsel, in consequence of 
which a suit in — was brought against 
this firm on June 26, 1895, for the purpose of 
enjoining this infringement, and criminal pro- 
ceedings were also taken under the Missouri 
criminal statute, which imposes a fine of $500 
for imitations and infringements. 

Upon the bill in Nonny hy temporary injunc- 
tion was granted June 29, and was later made 

erpetual. Under the criminal complaint the 
defendants finally pleaded guilty, and a fine was 
imposed upon them, under the statute, of $500, 
and in the equity case —— injunction was 
granted, with damages and costs. 

The principal feature in this case was the imi- 
tation by the defendants of our bunch of celery, 
and an imitation, although not a counterfeit, of 
the label. This fraudulent carton was devised, 
as our affidavits showed, to be used in substitu- 
tion for the genuine Paine’s Celery Compound. 

The next case of importance was the suit 
brought by us in the latter part of August 
1895, against the King Medicine Company of 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

This was a so-called corporation purportin 
to have a location at London, England, aan 
Pittsburgh. Asa matter of fact it was nothing 
but a business firm of which Samuel D. Robinson 
was at the head, and the carton in which they 
inclosed a so-called celery compound was closely 
imitative of ours in that it had a head of celery. 
and inasmuch as our colors were imitated an 
the wording of our labels. 

This case came on to be tried on the question 
of temporary injunction on September 9, 1895, 
in the United States Circuit Court for the West- 
ern District of Pennsylvania, before Judge M. 
W. Acheson, who granted temporary injunc- 
tion. 

A few months later these same defendants 
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adopted another label, considerably different in 
its general appearance from the label which 
had been enjoined, but retaining the head of 
celery, retaining the parti-colored appearance, 
but not having similar words to ours and not 
being anything like so close an imitation as be- 
fore; but it the bunch of celery, and it had 
the multi-colors, and our counsel petitioned the 
court that the defendants be adjudged in con- 
tempt of the previous injunction order. This 
was fought, but in the United States Circuit 
Court, before Judge Acheson, on June 1, 1896 
the defendants were adjudged in contempt and 
remptorily ordered by the court to withdraw 
rom the market, wherever the same could be 
found, every carton which they had sold, the 
damages for the sale of such goods as had gone 
into the consumers’ hands to be eaneened as 
plaintiff's damages in the accounting upon the 
suit first brought. 

This case is now pending for the assessment 
for damages. ' 

The next important case was a billin equity 
brought against Charles F. Hanson of Newark, 
N. J., under the name of “ The Crescent Phar- 
~~ Ol who was doing an extensive business in 
7 ng outa line of proprietary medicines un- 

er the name of the principal proprietors in the 
country. Among other names used by him was 
Paine, which he attached toa Paine’s Sarsapa- 
rilla and Paine'’s Liver Cure. He also put outa 
Hood’s Compound Extract Celery and Greene's 
Nervina. All these packages were substantially 
alike, except that they were a different color, 
and he would pile his goods in the window so 
that the sides of the cartons could be made to 
read, “‘Hood’s Sarsaparilla,” ‘‘ Paine’s Celery 
Compound.” ee bee 5 

Suit was brought against this infringer in the 
United States Circuit Court for the District of 
New Jersey. and the hearing on the preliminary 
injunction occurred on April 20, 1895. A few 
days later the injunction was granted by the 
court and was afterward made perpetual, and 
the defendant paid damages and costs in each 
of the suits. awe 

Other very important suits for infringe- 
ment brought by us in connection with certain 
other large proprietors are the suits against the 
non-secret medicine concern of Lambert & Low- 
man of Detroit, Mich. : 

For several months prior to the spring of 1896 
this concern had put out a line of remedies, in- 
cluding a Hood’s Compound Extract Celery, 
Hood’s Sarsaparilla, Stott’s Emulsion and a 
Raine’s Sarsaparilla. Suits were brought in 
the United States Circuit Court for the Eastern 
District of Michigan, and upona —_—, pre- 
liminary injunctions were granted by Judge 
Swan on June 1, 1896. 

These suits are now pending on the assessment 


° es. 
In the Newark and Detroit cases there was 
no imitation of labels; but the injunctions have 
been granted for the use of the names, although 
in connection with other medicines, as, for ex- 
ample, Hood’s Compound Extract Celery was 
thought by these defendants to be an evasion, 
inasmuch as it did not pretend to be a prepara- 
tion with which the name of Hood had been con- 
nected, and so on with the other preparations; 
but the courts made short work of this excuse. 

Of course there have been very many in- 
stances where our counsel has stopped the use 
by others of the bunch of celery as a trade- 
mark, but the cases which we have here given 
you are the largest and most important. 

Your committee are mindful of the increased 
scope given to this committee under the resolu- 
tion offered by the previous chairman, Mr. 
Gilman, in which the committee were charged 
with the duty of gathering statistics in regard 
to cases which might, in their opinion, seem de- 
sirable to report to members of the association. 
In this connection we would therefore say that 
there seems to be nothing in the present legal 
status of the trade-mark as to any new questions 
of law involved therein which calls for the atten- 
tion of your committee. 

B. T. FAIRCHILD, Chairman. 

New York, October 4. 
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Premiums for Vanilla Growers. 


A decree has been issued by the Na- 
tional Assembly of Nicaragua, in which 
a premium is offered by the Government 


for the cultivation of the vanilla bean 
and the plants from which the balsams 
of tolu, copaiba and others are extracted. 
It provides that any person who shall 
cultivate 1,000 or‘more plants of vanilla 
or balsam on lands belonging to the re- 
public shall be entitled to a premium of 
ten cents for each plant, payable once 
only, this premium to be paid five years 
after the plantations shall be established 
on the usual footing. 

The vanilla, the balsams of Peru, tolu, 
and copaiba find ready sale at remunera- 
tive prices in the markets of Europe and 
the United States, and the demand for 
these tropical products for which, as yet, 
there is no artificial substitute, is con- 
stantly increasing. The decree bears 
President Zelaya’s sanction, and as a 
voucher for its effective and practical 
execution, not only makes a remunera- 
tive investment, but offers] and sat little 
or no cost to extend their cultivations in 
more ways than one, 
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Pharmaceutical Rebuses. 


The Myers Brothers’ Druggist of St. 
Louis has a clever artist on its staff who 
occupies himself in puzzling the busy 
readers of his paper with pharmaceutical 
— The following are recent exam- 
ples: 
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What Official Preparation ? 
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Name this Drug. 





What Usefal Vegetable Drug? 
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A Commercial Necessity. 


Stock-taking time is at band, and any- 
thing which will lessen the work in- 
volved or simplify the process should 
prove welcome. Such an aid is furnished 

: 2: the trade by the 

: : | AMERICAN DRUGGIST 
_|| 1 2 | Price Book. 

ei}: : If all the details of 

Z|} i i | every purchase are 

m| : : carefully recorded in 

| : : | this book, the task of 

: : | stock taking, at best 

—_-_: a disagreeable one, 

: : | will be much sim, li- 
fied and facilitated. 

Furthermore, drug- 
gists are recognizing 
more generally than 
heretofore the im- 
portance of careful 
buying and exact 
methods in business. 
This has resulted 
from the changes 
which within a few 
years have taken 
place in the character 
of the trade, and es- 
pecially the increased 
competition which re- 
quires the purchase 
of goods at the lowest 
obtainable prices. In 
a business so diversi- 
fied and complicated 
as that of the druggist 
the recording and 
: : keeping track of 
| i i prices isa matter of 
| 
} 


SELL. 





; Discount.| Weight. | Freight Net cont. | Regular. 
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: :  nolittle difficulty. To 
: : facilitate this we have 
: :. prepared and have 
now ready for the 

~ market a Druggists’ 
; :| Price Book, which 
} | >: : | is arranged as indi- 
: : | cated in the accom- 

: i) panying diagram, 

: : | giving a fac-simile of 
: : | the headings, method 
of ruling, &c. The 
book, which is 44 x 
74 inches, is indexed 
through and bound in 
grain-seal leather. It 
has not been deemed 
advisable to print in 
the book the names 
| : + ofthe large variety of 
} : : |) goods handled by 
| —)—.. druggists, and the 


Purchased from. 





book is according] 
furnished with blan 
peaes: except the 
eadings, as indicated 
E in the accompanying 
| : 3 | diagram. 
errs This will be found 
nas much more satisfac- 
: + | tory than a book en- 
: | cumbered with a 
great number of 
names comparatively 
few of which are used 
by druggists general- 
ly. In indexing care 
has been taken to 
give the proper space 
to the different let- 
: ters. The testimony 
| : + | of hundreds of drug- 
_ 3 1 | gists all over the 
country gives ample proof of the great 
value of the book, the price of which 
is $1, and will be sent on receipt of that 
amount. 


GOODS. 
No. of 
size. 


Article. 











